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LETTERS 



RACHEL LADY RUSSELL. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD HALIFAX. 

My Lobd, 

For B.>y part, I ftiink the man a very indifferent 1689. 
reasonex, that to do well, he must take with indif- 
ference whatever happens to him. It is very fine 
to say. Why should we complain that is taken 
back which was hut lent us, and lent us but for 
a time, we know; and so on. They are the re- 
ceipts of philosophers I have no reverence for, as 
I have not for anything which is unnatural. It is 
insincere. And I dare say they did dissemble, 
and felt what they would not own. I know I 
cannot dispute with Almighty power; but yet if 
my delight is gone, I must needs be sorry it is 
taken away, according to the measure it made me 
glad. 

The Christian religion only, believe me, my Lord, 
has a power to make the spirit easy under great 
calamity ; nothing less than the hope of being again 

VOL. II. B 
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2 BISHOP OP SALISBURY TO 

1689, made happy can satisfy the mind: I am sure I owe 
more to it than I could have done to the world, if 
all the glories of it had been oflfered me, or to be 
disposed of by me. And I do sincerely desire 
your Lordship may experience the truth of my 
opinion. You know better than most, from the 
share you have had of the one, what they do afford ; 
aiid I hope you will prove what tranquillity the 
other gives. If I had a better wish to make, your 
Lordship's constant expressions of esteem for me, 
and willingness, as I hope, to have had me less 
miserable than I am, if you had foimd your power 
equal to your will, engages me to make it; and 
that alone would have bound me, though my own 
unworthiness and ill fortune had let you have for- 
got me for ever after my sad lot. But since you 
would not do so, it must deserve a particular ac* 
knowledgment for ever, from 

Your Lordship's. 

July, 1689. 



BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

If it were for no other cause but to have peace 
at home I must write to your Ladyship; for. 
Madam, my wife^ is scarce in charity with me, for 

* About 1687, Burnet married, in Holland, Mrs. Mary Scott, a Dutch 
lady of large fortune, and noble extraction. Her ancestor on the iather''s 
fiide was of the family of Buccleuch, who settled in Holland ; on the 
im)ther''s side, who was a De Ruyter, she was related to the principal 
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LADY RirSSELL. 3 

my not offering her most humble service to your 1689. 
Ladyship and your children ; and, therefore, that 
I may not forget it again, I must now begin with 
it, and so be again in her favour. She is not a 
little proud of the many honours you have done 
her; and desires most earnestly to be looked on 
by you, as one that has all the value and admira- 
tion for you, which she can possibly pay you. I 
do in the next place, on my own account, make my 
most humble acknowledgments for the great care 
you have had of my books, which I have now cased 
up in your Ladyship's cases for Salisbury. I have 
been so long accustomed to be obliged to your 
Ladyship, and have so long a score to reckon for, 
that I will never offer to clear it. All I can say is, 
that as I have met with all the noble marks of a 
most obliging goodness and friendship from your 
Ladyship, so no heart can possibly be fuller of a 
deep sense of it than mine is. And as long as I 
live I will reckon myself as much a property to 
you, as an3rthing can be that eats your bread; and 
you and yours may ever depend upon all that I 
can ever do, as much as if I were bought with 

families in Guelderland. With these adyantages of birth, she had those 
of a fine person; was well skilled in drawing, music, and painting ; and 
spoke Dutch, English, and French equally well Her knowledge in 
matters of divinity was such as might rather be expected firom a student 
than from a lady. She had a fine understanding and sweetness of tem- 
per, and excelled in all the qualifications of a dutiful wife, a prudent mis- 
tress of a fiunily, and a tender mother of children. — Life of Burnet. 
" History of Reformation," vol. vi. p. 272. 8vo. Ox. 1823. 

B 2 
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4 BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO 

1689. your money. You will, perhaps, wonder how I 
have got into this strain, that am so little apt even 
to say what I ought to do upon such subjects ; but 
a heart that is very full will sometimes give itself a 
little vent; and, therefore, forgive me for saying 
that at sometimes, which I think at all times, 

I will not undertake to write much news to 
your Ladyship, only that from Londonderry is so 
good, that there is now great reason to hope for a 
speedy issue of that siege.^ Murrarty's* driving 
so many thousands of Irish Protestants to London- 
derry, either to die before it, or to be let in to eat 
up their provisions, is a piece of cruelty, that if 
persisted in, will bring on great barbarities; and 
will raise our mobile again on the Papists of Eng- 
land. We are not quite sure whether the French 
fleet is out or not ; for though there is some reason 

* See *' Account of the Siege of Londonderry,*' by George Walker, 
Bishop of Londonderry, celebrated for his military courage. On the 
30th of July, after the inhabitants had been reduced to the necessity of 
eating dogs, horseflesh, hides, and tallow, two English ships entered the 
bay, laden with proyisions. The garrison lost 3200 men, and of the 
4300 who remained more than 1000 were unfit for duty. On the repre- 
sentations of Walker, the twelve London Companies advanced 1 00^. each 
for the repair of the city. 

^ General Macarty, an Irish Roman Catholic of the family of the Earl 
of Clancarty, which peerage was forfeited in 1691. He was for some 
time in the French service. Burnet* gives an account of James II. 
being desirous of employing him, and of Lord Halifax^s uiging the King 
rather to reward him by pensions than in a way that would raise cla- 
mour and jealousy. 



* History of his Own Time, vol. ii. p. 448. 8vo. Ox. 1 823. 
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LADY RUSSELL. o 

to believe it, yet there is much reason to doubt of 1689. 
it. If it is true, there will be a speedy decision at 
sea, upon which a great deal will depend. You 
will know that there has been much heat to-day 
in the House of Commons, with relation to the two 
Marquises* for removing them both. I dined to- 
day with one of them^ who seems not to be much 
troubled at it : perhaps he thought it was a victory, 
because the debate was adjourned; but after all, 
those woimds are no desirable things. I know 
your Ladyship has all our news from other hands, 
so I will give you no other trouble, but to assure 
you, that I am, with all possible duty, 
IVladam, 
Your Ladyship's most humble. 

And most obedient servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 

Saturday night. 

' The Marquises of Halifax and Caimarthen. The character of the 
former has recently been drawn in an admirable manner by Mr. Macau- 
lay, who says of him, ^ He pretended, indeed, that he considered titles 
and great offices as baits which could allure none but fools, that he hated 
business, pomp, and pageantry, and that his dearest wish was to escape 
from the bustle and glitter of Whitehall to the quiet woods which sur- 
rounded his ancient hall at Rufford (now the seat of the Earl of Scarbo> 
rough), but his conduct was not a little at variance with his professions. 
In truth he wished to command the respect at once of courtiers and of 
philosophers, to be admired for attaining high dignities, and to be at the 
same time admired for despising them.^* His death in 1695, liberated him 
from the pomp of Courts and the woods of his beloved Rufiford. The 
character of the Marquis of Carmarthen, so created in 1689, and after- 
wards Duke of Leeds, has also been portrayed by Mr. Macaulay. Sir 
Walter Scott, in his note on DrydenV ^All for Love,^* which was dedi- 
cated to the Marqub when Earl of Danby, says, "' His character was of 
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LADY RUSSELL TO 



XADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

1689. Your letter came to me, good Doctor, just as 
you designed it; I must, or be very injurious to you, 
say, you are a very mindful friend, and I should 
be injurious to myself, if I did not say I am a very 
thankful receiver of your compassionate charity ; and 
your sense of my loss touches me very obligingly. 

It is very natural, I believe, to be pleased another 
thinks as I do, to some degree, of my pain or plea- 
sure, and that one does not foolishly affect either. 
You instance very right. Sir, it was an entire affec- 
tion which was between us ; and no time, I believe, 
can ever waste my sorrow. All I desire is to make 
it innocent. 

For the late circumstances in relation to the 
family, I would have assisted to my power for the 

the most divided kind : he was fertile in expedients, and had always 
something new to substitute for those which failed ; a hcvXtj highly 
acceptable to Charles, who loved to be relieved, even were it but in 
idea, from the lahoxa of business, and the pressure of difficulty. In other 
points he was probably not very scrupulous, since even Dryden found 
cause to say at length that — 

* Danby's matchless impudence 
Helped to support the knave.* ** 

In 1690, an attempt was made to impeach him. Burnet says, ^ He 
was believed to have the greatest credit with the King and Queen, and 
was again felling under an universal hatred. He was created Duke of 
Leeds in 1 694 to colour the dismissing him from business with the in- 
crease of title.** 
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DR. FITZWILLIAM. 7 

procuring thereof, but for any sensible joy at these 1689. 
outward things, I feel none : I think I should, if I 
live to see him a worthy man. 

Your discourse is very fine, gathered from the 
philosophers, but that would not do my business* 
I know there is no disputing with an Almighty 
Power; and what He gives us He may take away at 
his own time, and we have no reason to complain ; 
but yet, if my delight is gone, I must be sorry it is 
taken. But your Christian doctrine has much more 
power in it. There you tell us the particular 
advantage that all good people have by particular 
trials of faith, if they behave tiiemselves as they 
ought. We gain the content in our mind that our 
faith is sincere, by our willing obedience to all pro- 
vidences ; and God will not forget any good thing 
in us ; we shall have a reward ; Acre is a promise 
of everlasting life ; and what would not one do to 
obtain it. For we love ourselves too well, not to 
desire to be well always. I may say it is a great 
bait to do our duty, so that if we have faith, we 
shall have love and obedience. 

Your prayer I like so well, that I have used it 
with such fervour as I can, more than once this 
serious day. And hope I shall more and more 
acquiesce in these dark providences. 

I received a letter from my sister, which I have 
just read : she says her son is well recovered of the 
measles, but is very lean, and her daughter pale; 
that she is going in a few days to Boughton. I 
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8 LORD HALIFAX TO 

1689, believe country air will be to their advantage ; I 

pray God spare them to her, poor woman. 

London is like to be my retreat from hence, for 

Lord Bedford seems to have no hope of getting yet 

to Wobome ; and I am not prepared at Stratton ; 

but what one seems so directed to, I hope will do 

welL Lord Carberry's * Lady is dead. It is kept 

very carefully from the Princess, who goes very 

long for one so big as she was. I hear Lady Gains- 

. borough is recovering. The Dowager Lady writes 

me word she had some thoughts of sending Lady 

Julian to the bath ; that Lady Northampton was to 

take the opinion of Doctor Lower. Truly I wish 

he may advise it, for I have believed a good while 

it was the best thing she could do, and I am glad 

she is in hands wiU leave nothing undone may be 

thought to her advantage, for that I do firmly 

believe my Lady will not, as I do that I shall 

always be Dr. Fitzwilliam's 

Faithful friend and servant. 
July 21, 1689. 



LORD HALIFAX TO LADY RUSSELL.^ 

Madam, 

I must own that my reason is not strong enough 
to bear with indiflference the losses that have lately 

* Vaughan, Earl of Carbeny in Ireland. The title became extinct in 
1701. 
' From Mifcs Berry^s Memoir. 
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LADY RUSSELL. 9 

happened in my family ; but, at the same time, I 1689. 
must acknowledge I am not a little supported by 
the continuance of your Ladyship's favour to me, 
in the obliging remembrance I have received from 
you, and in your condoling the affliction of the 
man in the world that is most devoted to you. I 
am impatient till I have the honour of an hour's 
conversation with your Ladyship, to ease my mind 
of the just complaints I have, that such returns 
are made to the zeal I have endeavoured to express, 
in my small capacity for the good of England. I 
cannot but think it the fantastical influence of my 
ill stars, very peculiar to myself, all circumstances 
considered ; but whilst I am under the protection 
of your Ladyship's better opinion, the malice or 
mistakes of others can never have the force so 
much as to discompose, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obedient servant, 

Halifax.1 

London, July 23, 1689. 

' The above letter from Lord Halifax, in answer to one of condolence 
which Lady Russell had addressed to him on his losing two sons* within 
the short space of a twelvemonth, expresses an entire confidence in her 
heart and understanding, as well as much devotion to her interests. It 
is written while under those feelings of dissatisfaction, to which his un- 
popularity with the triumphant Whigs had given rise, and which ended, 
soon after, in his resignation of the Privy Seal. 

* Henry; and George, who was slain at the siege of Buda, 1688. 
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10 LADY RUSSELL TO 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

1689. I AM most ready, good Doctor, to furnish you 
towards a correspondence; but any matter I am 
sure serves you if mine does* Now the matter you 
supply me with is too fine, or too strong, indeed 
both, for me to meddle with. I am sorry you missed 
Lord Montagu, though I despair of argument 
winning you, who I believe have gone through 
aU; but his power and good-will might be useful 
to you, and all the service which can be done you, 
I wish you may find friends to do it, and would 
refuse no part I can act. 

I am very sorry the case stands vnth you as it 
does in reference to the oath ; and still wonder 
(imless I could find Kings of divine right) why it 
does so ! and all this is the acceptation of a word 
which I never heard two declare the meaning of 
but they differed in their sense of it. You say you 
could have taken it in the sense some worthy men 
have done ? Why vdll you be more worthy than 
those men ? It is supererogation. 

If you can avoid mental reservation, that 's the 
biggest thing to me, for I hate that to God or man ; 
properly I know we can have none to God, though 
we may vrish to have it ; but I abhor that wish. 
But you seem to say, though you are permitted to 
declare, that is not enough, as not being consistent 
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DR. FITZWILLIAM. 11 

with the simplicity of an oath, and that it ought to 1689. 
be taken according to the mind of the imposers. K 
yon can take it, as those you mention have done, 
declaring they meant legal obedience and peace- 
able submission, I dare say you do so ; no more is 
meant to be imposed, especially by the King and 
Queen. And does not being content with the con- 
struction your friends put upon it, signify their per- 
mission to take it in such a sense ! It was my Lord 
Nottingham's^ misfortune to pitch upon that word 
which gives such scruples. But methinks (with 
submission to wiser heads) it should be a greater 
to weaken the interest of the Church and the Protes- 
tant religion all the world over to the degree so 



' Daniel Finch, second Earl of Nottingbain, and afterwards sixth 
Earl of Winchilsea. When the conyention was opened, in Janoary, 
1688-9, the Earl of Nottingham was the principal person who managed 
the debates in fayonr of a Regent, in opposition to those who were for 
setting np another King, supporting hia opinion by many arguments 
from axa English history. He thought a King de facto had a right to 
their obedience, and that they were bound to adhere to him and to 
defend' him, even in opposition to him with whom they thought the 
Oght did still remain. Yet Bishop Burnet relates, that his Lordship 
told him, ^ That though he could not argue nor yote but according to the 
scheme and principles he had concerning our laws and constitution, yet he 
should not be sorry to see his side outyoted ; and that though he could 
not agree to the making a King, as things stood, yet, if he found one 
made, he would be more faithful to him than those that made him could 
be, according to their own principles.^' He refused to be Lord Chan- 
cellor, bnt was made one of the Secretaries of State. 

Lord Doyer, in a note to the Ellis Correspondence, says, ^ The tedi- 
ousness and grayity of his harangues, united with a dark and rueful 
countenance, had obtained for him, among his contemporaries, the appel- 
lation of ' Old Dismal.' '' He died in 1730. 
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12 LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

1689* many able men incapacitating themselves to serve 
in the Church will do, if God in much mercy pre- 
vent it not. 

It is above great and good men to regard reflec- 
tions, if they give not a just cause of scandal ; and 
in serving the cause of God the best we can, there 
is none given. It may very well be^ passive obe- 
dience went too high. Some drove Jehu-like. If 
it appears they perceive they did so^ ought there to 
be shame in that, or ought it not to be borne 
cheerfully? If their nakedness is laid open, and 
some Hams do insult, still they should be above 
it, and overcome evil with good* I never thought 
good men had any harm by the ill-natured speeches 
of malicious spirits. God knows the very best of 
men have infirmities; but they are ill men that 
retort them. However, after all is said, or can be 
said, a man must be quiet in his own breast if he 
can. When I began to write in this paper, I meant 
not one word of all I have said on this subject; 
but I know, good Doctor, you will take it right; 
accept well of my good meaning towards you, and 
excuse my defects. I pretend not to argue, but 
where my wishes are earnest, I speak without re- 
serve ; sometimes by surprise ; but take it as it is ; 
I will not look back to examine ; I know I need not 
to you. 

I am just now, when I have signed this, going to 
write to my sister, and will remember your charge. 

Knowing you could not be at Lord Gainsbo- 
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DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 13 

rough's, I writ to Cotenham : I guess you have i689. 
no'ssed it. The waters did exceedingly well with 
t- .e children. After they had done, Rachel was ill 
for twenty-four hours of a feverish distemper; but 
bleeding got it over. I am your willing friend to 
45erve you, though others may more effectually than 

R. Russell. 

August 31, 1689. 



DEAN TILLOTSON* TO LADY RUSSELL. 

London, Sept 19, 1669. 

Honoured Madam, 

I received both your letters, and before the 
latter came to my hands, I gave your Ladyship 
some kind of answer to the first, as the time would 

' On the 10th September, 1689, Dr. Tillotaon wrote the following 
letter, from Edmonton to Lady Russell, giving her an account of the 
King*8 haying conferred the bishopric of Chichester on Dr. Patrick ; and 
the rectory of St. Paurs, Covent Garden, falling to his Majesty's disposal 
by this promotion, Dean Tillotson informed her Ladyship, that he 
believed the King would not dispose of that living but to one whom the 
Earl of Bedford, the patron of it, should approve, and therefore asked 
her, whether his Lordship and she would be willing that the Earl of Not- 
tingham should mention to his Majesty on that occasion Dr. John 
Moore,* In the same letter the Dean takes notice of his having spoken 
to the King the Sunday before concerning Mr. Samuel Johnson ; and 
that his Majesty seemed well inclined to what he had moved for that 
divine, but did not positively determine to take that course. This refers 
to some request which Lady Russell had desired the Dean to make to his 
Majesty in favour of Mr. Johnson, for whom she had great zeal^ out of 
regard both to the memory of her husband, whose chaplain he had been, 
and to the merit of his writings and sufferings. — Birch. 

* Subsequently Bishop of Norwich and Ely. 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 DEAN TILLOTSON TO 

I6fi<). let me, for the post stayed for it. But having now a 
little more leisure, you will, I hope, give me leave 
to trouble you with a longer letter. 

I was not at Hampton Court last Sunday, being 
almost tired out with ten weeks' attendance, so that 
I have had no opportunity to try further in the 
business I wrote of in my last, but hope to bring 
it to some issue the next opportunity I can get to 
speak with the Ejng. I am sorry to see in Mr. 
Johnson 1 so broad a mixture of human frailty 
with so considerable virtues. But when I look 
into myself, I must think it pretty well, when 
any man's infirmities are in any measure over- 
balanced by his better qualities. This good man I 
am speaking of has at some times not used me over 

' In a paper to justify Lord Russell^s opinion, ^ that resistance may 
be used in case our religion and rights should be invaded,*' as an answer 
to the Dean^s letter to his Lordship of July 20, 1683, Johnson ohsenres, 
that this opinion could not be wrested from his Lordship at his death, 
tiotvvithstanding the disadvantages at which he was taken, when he was 
practised upon to retract that opinion, and to bequeath a legacy of slavery 
to his country. And, indeed, the Dean was so apprehensive of Lady 
KusselPs displeasure at his pressing his Lordship, though with the best 
intentions, upon that subject, that when he was first admitted to her after 
her Lord^s death, he is said to have addressed her in this manner — That 
he first thanked God and then her Ladyship, for that opportunity of jus- 
tifying himself to her ; and they soon returned to the terms of a cordial 
and unreserved friendship. — ^Birch. Mr. Johnson wrote *^ Julian the 
Apostate," to prove the legality of resistance ; and an address to King 
James II/s army ; he was fined, imprisoned, pilloried, and whipped, after 
being degraded. The Revolution restored him to his liberty ; the judg- 
ment against him in 1686 was declared illegal and cruel, and his de- 
gradation null ; and the House of Lords recommended him to King Wil- 
liam. He died 1703. — Birch. He refused the rich deanery of Durham. 
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well ; for which I do not only forgive him, when 1 1689, 
consider for whose sake he did it, but do heartily 
love him. 

The King, besides his first bounty to Mr.Walker,* 
whose modesty is equal to his merit, hath made him 
Bishop of Londonderry, one of the best bishop- 
rics in Ireland ; that so he may receive the reward 
of that great service in the place where he did it. 
It is incredible how much everybody is pleased 
with what the King hath done in this matter, and 
that it is no small joy to me to see that God directs 
him wisely. 

I will now give your Ladyship a short account of 
his Majesty's disposal of our English church pre- 
ferments, which I think he has done as well as 
could be expected, in the midst of the powerful 
importunities of so many great men, in whom I 

' Mr. George Walker, justly fiunous for Mb defence of Londonderry, 
in Ireland (when Lunde the goyemor would have surrendered it to King 
James II.), was bom of English parents in the county of Tyrone in that 
kingdom, and educated in the University of Glasgow, in Scotland; he was 
afterwards Rector of Donnoghmore, not many miles from the city of Lon- 
donderry. Upon the Revolution, he raised a regiment for the defence of 
the Protestants : and upon the intelligence of King James having a design 
to besiege Londonderry, retired thither, being at last chosen governor of 
it. After the raising of that siege he came to England, where he was most 
graciously received by their Majesties ; and on the 19ih of November, 
1689, received the thanks of the House of Commons, having just before 
pnblished an account of that siege, and had a present of 5000^ He was 
created D.D. by the University of Oxford on the 26th Feb., 1689-90, in 
his return to Ireland, where he was killed the beginning of July, 1690, 
at the passage of the Boyne, having resolved to serve that campaign 
before he took possession of his bishopric. — ^Birch. 
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1689. discern too much of court art and contrivance for 
the preferment of their friends : yea, even in my 
good Lord Nottingham more than I could wish. 
This is a melancholy consideration to one in my 
istation, in which I do not see how it is possible so 
to manage a man's self between civility and sin- 
cerity, between being willing to give good words 
to all, and able to do good to very few, as to hold 
out an honest man, or even the reputation of being 
so a year to an end. 

But now begins my trouble. After I had kissed 
the King's hand for the deanery of St. Paul's, I 
gave his Majesty my most humble thanks, and told 
him that now he had set me at ease for the remain- 
der of my life. He replied, " No such matter, I 
d,ssure you ;" and spoke plainly about a great place, 
which I dread to think of, and said, ** It was neces- 
sary for his service, and he must charge it upon my 
conscience." Just as he had said this, he was called 
to supper, and I had only time to say, that when 
his Majesty was at leisure I did believe I could 
satisfy him that it would be most for his service that 
I should continue in the station in which he had 
now placed me. This hath brought me into a real 
difficulty. For, on the one hand, it is hard to decline 
his Majesty's commands, and much harder yet to 
stand out against so much goodness as his Majesty 
is pleased to use towards me. On the other, I can 
neither bring my inclination nor my judgment to it. 
This I owe to the Bishop of Salisbury, one of the 
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worst and best friends I know; best, for his sin- 1689. 
gular good opinion of me ; and the worst, for direct- 
ing the King to this method, which I know he did ; 
as if his Lordship and I had concerted the matter 
how to finish this foolish piece of dissimulation, in 
running away from a Bishopric to catch an Arch- 
bishopric, This fine device hath thrown me so far 
into the briars, that without his Majesty's great 
goodness, I shall never get off without a scratched 
face. And now I will tell your Ladyship the bot- 
tom of my heart. I have of a long time, I thank 
God for it, devoted myself to the public service, 
without any regard for myself, and to that end have 
done the best I could in the best manner I was able. 
Of late God hath been pleased by very severe 
ways,* but in gre^t goodness to me, to wean me 
perfectly from the love of this world; so that 
worldly greatness is now not only undesirable, but 
distasteful to me. And I do verily believe, that I 
shall be able to do as much or more good in my 
present station, than in a higher, and shall not have 
one jot less interest or infiuence upon any others to 
any good purpose ; for the people naturally love a 
man that will take great pains and little preferment. 
But on the other hand, if I could force my inclina- 
tion to take this great place, I foresee that I should 
sink under it, and grow melancholy and good for 
nothing, and after a little while die as a fool dies. 
But this. Madam, is a great deal too much, upon 

^ The loss of his two daughters, his only children, 
VOL. II. C 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 DEAN TILLOTSON TO 

1689. one of the worst and nicest subjects in the world — 
a man's self. 

As I was finishing this long letter, which if your 
goodness will forgive, I hope never to have occasion 
to try it so far again, I received your letter, and 
shall say no more of Dr. More, of whose preaching 
I always knew your Ladyship's opinion. The per- 
son I mentioned was Mr. Kadder,^ on whom the 
King has bestowed the Deanery of Peterborough, 

' The following letter from the Earl of Bedford, on the vacancy in the 
living of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, displays an earnest desire for its being 
worthily filled up. The promotion of Dr. Kidder prevented the Duke's 
wish being fulfilled : — 

**THB BARL OF BBBFORD TO S. PATRICK, DEAN OF BLT. 

« Wobum Abbey, Sept. 20, 1689. 
*' Mr. Dban, 
** I have received two letters from you lately, in which you acquaint 
me that the King has fixed upon you to be Bishop of Chichester, which 
though I must look upon as a great blow to me, and the parish of Covent 
Garden, to lose a person so instrumental for so long, in doing good there 
and preserving the quiet and peace of the parish, yet, in consideration of 
the public, and the opportunity so fitting a person as you will have to be 
more useful in so great a station, I do the less repine at it. But since it 
is a matter of such importance to have the place you are leaving supplied 
with an able, conscientious, honest, prudent, and well- tempered man, you 
may imagine my thoughts have been much taken up about that affiiir. 
And in order to a good choice I always resolved to make use of your 
judgment, who know so well the temper of that parish, and are so able to 
judge of a person that is likeliest, in all respects, both to profit them in 
the best sense, and to please them as fsir as may be consistent therewith, 
and conducing thereto, that they may be kept together in unity, as you 
have left them. I must, therefore, let you know, that Mr. Kidder, the 
City Minister, has been recommended to me by some most judicious and 
worthy persons, as an excellently-tempered man, a learned divine, and a 
most practical and judicious preacher ; and, indeed, the sermon I heard 
him preach two years since in Covent Garden, I was so much taken with 
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and therefore cannot have it. I am fully of your 1689. 
Ladyship's opinion, that what my Lord Bedford 
does in this matter, must not appeax to te done by 
him, for feax of bringing other importunities upon 
the King. If my Lord thinks well of Dr. Homeck, 
Dr. Moore would then certainly have St. Andrews. 

I thank God for the health your family enjoys, 
as for that of my own ; and equally pray for the 
continuance of it, and all other blessings. I would 
fain find room to tender my humble service to my 
Lord Bedford, my Lord Russell, and two of the 
best young ladies I know. 

I am, honoured Madam, more than I can ex- 
press, 

Your most obliged and obedient servant, 

John Tillotson. 

that from that time I have entertained a high opinion of him: and, in- 
deed, all that I have spoken with about him do giye him the like charac- 
ter. Let me, therefore, now desire you to be finee with me in letting me '^ 
know your judgment, by what you haye heard, if you have no intimate 
acquaintance with his person. Whether you think him a fit man, or 
whether you have any objections against him ; assuring you that what 
you communicate to me herein shall go no further, but be kept a secret, 
88 if it were kept only in your own breast, and heartily thank you for 
nominating a person whom you think so able, and deserring, and whom 
I must have an esteem for on that account. But let me entreat you to 
return me an answer with all freedom about Mr. Kidder, and as soon as 
posaible, because the business requires haste, and I am advised by some 
about the King that it will be necessary for me to fix upon one speedily 
that I may recommend, lest something may intervene: for solicitations 
are many and pressing, from several hands. Mr. Kidder is well known 
to the Dean of Canterbury, who gives a great character of him, as know- 
ing him well. And if he be in town you may please to consult him 
about him, especially in case you are acquainted with him yourself.*' 

c 2 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. TILLOTSON. 

15B9. Whenever, Mr. Dean, you are disposed, and at 
leisure to give it me, I can be well content, I assure 
you, to read the longest letter you can write. But 
I had not so soon told a truth you cannot choose but 
know, if this paper was not to be hastened to you 
with a little errand that I am well enough pleased 
to be employed in ; because the eflTect will be good, 
though the cause does not please me ; being you 
said Mr. Kidder ^ cannot have Covent Garden, be- 
cause he is Dean of Peterborough (though I do not 
conceive why, unless it is because he is great, and 
others are not). But Lord Bedford leans strongly 
to offer him to the King ; it is from what you said 
to me has made him do so. Yet if you judge he 
should not now be the man, I am enjoined to obtain 
from you some character of one Mr, Freeman,* and 

' Richard Kidder, a leamed divine, was made Dean of Peterborough 
«n the elevation of Dr. Patrick to the see of Chichester ; and on Ken^s 
refusal to take the oaths to King William and Mary, succeeded that ex- 
cellent prelate in the bishopric of Bath and Wells. He published 
several works, among which the most esteemed are his Lectures preached 
in pursuance of the will of the Honourable Robert Boyle. His death 
was a melancholy one, being killed in his bed by the fall of a stack of 
chimneys in the great storm in November, 1703. 

' Samuel Freeman, D.D., Chaplain to the King, obtained the living. 
He preached a funeral sermon on the death of his noble patron, which is 
printed. London: 1700. 4to. He was afterwards Dean of Peter- 
1»rongh. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. TILLOTSON. 21 

Mr. WiUiams;* the last I have heard you speak 1689. 
well of, but I did not heed his just character. What 
you think fit to say to me shall not be imparted but 
in general terms, if you like that best; though 
Lord Bedford is as close as can be desired, as well 
inclined as possible, to do the best ; and will have 
me say something of these men before he fixes, 
which my Lord Shrewsbury advises him to quickly. 

Moore * he is averse to ; Homeck ' the parish is 
also, as he is well informed, to a high degree. So 
Kidder, Williams, and Freeman are before him. I 
desire two or three lines upon this subject, by the 
first post, if you please. 

Though my paper is full enough, especially to a 
man that has no more spare time than you have, yet 
I must just touch upon some other parts of your 
letter, being they touch me most sensibly. I bless 
God that inclines the heart of our King to do well ; 
it looks as if God meant a full mercy to these long- 
threatened kingdoms. I thank Mr. Dean very 
heartily for those thoughts that infiuence and 
heighten his charity to Mr. Johnson. I will not say 
what I do more, but you must needs know. Mr. 

' John Williams, prebendary of Canterbury, afterwards Bishop of 
Chichester, died 1709. 

^ John Moore, prebendary of Norwich, afterwards Bishop of the same 
see, and translated to Ely. 

' Anthony Homeck, D.D. He was patronised by Russell, Earl of 
Orford, who solicited the Queen for preferment for him, which was 
refused : subsequently, on Tillotson's recommendation, he was made a pi:e^ 
bendary of Westminster* 
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1689. Dean, now a few words to your own concern, that 
bears so heavy upon your mind, and I have done. 
I know not if I should use the phrase, " integrity is 
my idol ;'* but I 'm sure I admire and love it hugely 
wherever I meet it. I would never have a sincere 
person crossed. I do pity you, Mr. Dean, and I 
think you have a hard game upon your hands, which, 
if it should happen you cannot play off your own 
way, you can do better than a man less mortified to 
the world could ; being if you serve the interest of 
religion and the King*s, you are doing what you 
have dedicated yourself to, and therefore can be 
more regardless of the ignorant or wicked censurer ; 
for, upon my word, I believe you will incur no 
other : your character is above it, if what you fear 
should come upon you. But as I conceive there 
are six months yet to deliberate upon this matter, 
you know the old saying, many things fall out 
between the cup and the lip ; and pray do not fill 
your head with the fears of a trouble, though never 
so great, that is at a distance and may never be ; for 
if you think too much on a matter you dread, it vriU 
certainly disturb your quiet, and that will infallibly 
your health; and you cannot but see, Sir, that 
would be of a bad consequence. The Ejng is v^dll- 
ing to hear you. You know your own heart to do 
good, and you have lived some time, and have had 
experience. You say well that such an one is the 
best and worst friend. — I think I should have had 
more tenderness to the will or temper of my friend ; 
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and for his justification, one may say, he prefers 1689. 
good to many, before gratifying one single person, 
and a public good ought to carry a man a great way. 
But I see your judgment (if your inclination does 
not bias too far) is heartily against him in this 
matter, that you think you cannot do so much good 
then as now. We must see if you can convince him 
thereof ; and when he is master of that notion, then 
let him labour to make your way out of those briars 
he has done his part to bring you into ; though 
something else would have done it without him, I 
believe, if I am not mistaken in this, no more than 
I am that this letter is much too long from, &c. 
September, 1689. 



BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Your Ladyship will find, by the date of my last, 
that a general sympathy led us both to write very 
near the same day to one another. I humbly thank 
you for the great honour you have done me. Mrs. 
Burnet is extreme sensible of her share in it, and 
with her humble thanks and most humble service 
she bids me tell you that your godson thrives 
extremely, and grows every day stronger and 
stronger. 

I humbly thank your Ladyship for the account 
that you were so good as to give me of London- 
derry. The Providence of God has been hitherto 
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1689. very signal in the whole progress of this revolution. 
God grant that our sins put not a stop to it. Those 
who stand out against it had need be very sure they 
are in the right, lest they be found to fight against 
God. There are but three of them in all in my 
diocese, but, indeed, two of these are men of great 
worth. There is a commissioner sent to me, to 
govern the dioceses of Bath and Wells and Glou- 
cester during the suspension upon the renewing of 
it. I have sent one express to both the Bishops, to 
let them know that though my hand and seal are 
now necessary for the affairs of their sees, yet they 
shall always determine me in everything in which 
they will signify their minds to me or my Chancellor. 
For this I obtained the King and Queen's allowance 
before I left the Court. Thus they will see that 
they are as well used as is possible by us, which I am 
sure is far different from what we might expect from 
them if we were in their power. Some in London 
fancy that the " History of Passive Obedience " * 
will do great feats, for they take care to send down 
by every carrier great packets of them to our clergy 
here, with some to them gratis, for they do not 
know who sends them. 

I am now to go my visitation, and am to preach 
all round myself, so that in less than three weeks' 
time I shall preach a dozen sermons. I thank God 

* " History of Passive Obedience since the Reformation.*' 4to. Ant. 
1689. Numerous replies were printed to this pamphlet. See Catalogue 
of the British Museum (Obedience). 
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I find all the appearances of a hearty welcome into 1689. 
this country that can be expected, and there are 
many worthy clergymen in this diocese, though 
there is a sad mixture of bad ones. I will under- 
stand what I have to do a little better when I have 
once gone round the country and seen them all. 
Thus you see I still please myself with hoping that 
you have still the same goodness for me, and that 
you will not be unwilling to be entertained with my 
concerns. I will now say somewhat to you of a 
thing which relates if not to yourself yet at least to 
the family. I believe the Dean of Peterborough 
will be made Bishop of Chichester, so here Covent 
Garden falls within the prerogative. Mr. Kidder 
in London is both one of the best preachers, one of 
the best men and leamedest men in the city, who was 
always right and moderate, and a true Englishman 
as well as a true Protestant. This man, if his voice 
will fill that great church, will be a great blessing 
to the parish. Next him, I think, Dr. Homeck is 
one of the best and most conscientious churchmen I 
know. These are the two that I have taken the 
liberty to recommend. I know the King will not 
give that without knowing the Earl of Bedford's 
mind, but yet even that must be well, otherwise if 
St. Andrews, Holbom, should be vacant, a friend of 
yours will pretend to be used in the same manner. 
If you think fit, you may move that Mr. Johnson 
may have the Deanery of Peterborough, which is 
none of the best, but is none of the worst. I have 
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1689. not time to give further at present, therefore I give 
my most humble service to the Earl of Bedford, 
and so to your Ladyship's most hopeful children. I 
pray God give you daily more and more joy in them, 
and continue long to them the blessing of such a 
mother. 

I am, with all possible esteem and duty. 

Madam, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

George Sarum. 

Salisbury, Sept. 7, 1689. 



DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Edmonton, Sept. 24, 1689. 

Honoured Madam, 

Just now I received your Ladyship's letter. 
Since my last, and not before, I understand the 
great averseness of the parish from Dr. Homeck; 
so that if my Lord of Bedford had liked him, I could 
not have thought it fit, knowing how necessary it is 
to the good effect of a man's ministry, that he do 
not lie under any great prejudice with the 
people. The two whom the Bishop of Chichester 
hath named, are, I think, of the worthiest of the 
city ministers, since Mr. Kidder declines it, for the 
reason given by the Bishop, and, if he did not, 
could not have it ; not because of any inconsistency 
in the preferments, but because the King, having so 
many obUgations yet to answer, cannot, at the same 



Digitized by. 



/Google 



LADT RUSSELL. 27 

time, give two such preferments to one man. For 1689. 
the two persons mentioned, if comparison must be 
made between two very good men, I will tell your 
Ladyship my free thoughts of them. 

Mr. Williams is really one of the best men I 
know, and most unwearied in doing good, and his 
preaching very weighty and judicious. The other 
is a truly pious man, and of a winning conversation. 
He preaches well, and hath much the more plausible 
delivery, and, I think, a stronger voice. Both of 
them (which I had almost forgot) have been steady 
in all changes of times* This is the plain truth; 
and yet I must not conceal one ^particular and pre- 
sent advantage on Dr. Freeman's side. On Sunday 
night last, the King asked me concerning a city 
minister, whose name he had forgot ; but said, he 
had a very kind remembrance of him, having had 
much conversation with him, when His Majesty was 
very young, in Holland, and wondered he had never 
seen him since he came into England. 

I could not imagine who he should be, till his 
Majesty told me he was the English Ambassador's 
Chaplain above twenty years ago, meaning Sir 
William Temple's. Upon that I knew it was Dr. 
Freeman. The King said that was his name, and 
desired me to find him out, and tell him that he had 
not forgot him, but remembered with pleasure the 
acquaintance he had with him many years ago ; and 
had charged me, when there was an opportunity, to 
put him in mind of him. This I thought both 
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leas, great goodness in the King, and modesty in Dr. 
Freeman/ never to show himself to the King all 
this while. By this your Ladyship will judge, who 
is like to be most acceptable to the King, whose 
satisfaction, as well as service, I am obliged to 
regard, especially in the disposal of his own prefer- 
ments, though Mr. Williams be much more my 
friend. 

I mentioned Mr. Johnson again, but his Majesty 
put on other discourse; and my Lord Privy Seal 
told me yesterday morning, that the King thought 
it a little hard to give pensions out of his purse, 
instead of church preferments; and tells me Mr. 
Johnson is very sharp upon me. His Lordship 
called it railing, but it shall not move me in th© 
least. His Lordship asked me, whether it would 
not be well to move the King to give him a good 
bishopric in Ireland, there being several void. I 
thought it very well if it would be acceptable. 
His Lordship said, that was all one; the offer 
would stop many mouths as well as his; which, 
I think, was well considered. 

I will say no more of myself, but only thank your 
Ladyship for your good advice, which I have always 
a great disposition to follow, and a great deal of 
reason, being assured it is sincere as well as wise. 
The King hath set upon me again, with greater 
earnestness of persuasion than is fit for one that 

' Dr. Freeman was instituted to the rectory of Covent Garden, Decem- 
ber 28, 1689. 
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may command. I begged as earnestly to be con- 1689. 
sidered in this thing, and so we parted upon good 
terms.: I hope something will happen to hinder it. 
I put it out of my mind as much as I can, and leave 
it to the good providence of God for the thing to 
find its own issue. To that I commend you and 
yours; and am. Madam, 

Yours, by all possible obligation, 

Jo. TiLLOTSON. 

If Mr. Johnson refuse this offer, and it should be 
my hard fortune not to be able to get out of this 
difficulty, which I will, if it be possible to do 
it without provocation, I know one that will do 
more for Mr. Johnson than was desired of the 
King, but still as from the King, for anything that 
he shall know. But, I hope, some much better 
way will be found ; and that there will be neither 
occasion nor opportunity for this.* 



LADY MONTAGU TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I AM very sorry,, my dear sister, to find by yoursy 
which I received by the last post, that your thoughts 
have been so much disturbed with what 1 thought 

^ The wiyness of his temper, and turbulency of his genius, ren- 
dered him also unfit for the higher stations of the church, of which he was 
immoderately ambitious, not being able to obtain a bishopric ; Lady Rus^ 
sell made use of the influence she had with Dr. Tillotson to solicit a pen- 
sion for him, and in consequence of this application, the King granted 
Johnson 300Z. a year for his own and his son^s life, with lOOOZ. in 
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1689. ought to have some contrary effect.* It is very true, 
what is once taken from us, in that nature, can 
never be returned; all that remains of comfort 
(according to my temper) is a bringing to punish- 
ment those who were so wickedly and unjustly the 
cause of it« 

I confess, it was a great satisfaction to me to hear 
that was the public care ; it being so much to the 
honour, as well as what in justice was due to your 
dead Lord, that I do not doubt, when your sad 
thoughts will give you leave to recollect, you will 
find comfort. 

I heartily pray God you may, and that you may 
never have the addition of any other loss, which is 
and ever shall be the prayer of. 

Your entirely affectionate 

E. Montagu. 

Bonghton, Dec. 23, 1689. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY SUNDERLAND. 

I THINK I understand almost less than anybody, 
yet I knew better things than to be weary of re- 
ceiving what is so good as my Lady Sunderland's 
letters ; or not to have a due regard of what is so 

monej, and a place of 1002. a-year for his son. He died in 1703. All 
his treatises have been collected and published in one vol. folio, 1710, 
and again in 1713: 

' This probably alludes to the Committee of the House of Commons to 
examine who were the advisers and promoters of the murder of Lord 
Russell, &c. 
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valuable as her esteem and kindness, with her pro- 1690. 
mises to enjoy it my whole life. Truly, Madam, I 
can find no fault but one, and that is constantly in 
all the favours you direct to me, an unfortunate 
useless creature in the world, yet your Ladyship 
owns me as one had been of some service to you, 
Alas ! I know I was not, but my intention was 
pure ; I pitied your sorrow ; I was hearty in wishing 
you ease, and, if I had an occasion for it, I could be 
diligent, but no further ability ; and you are very 
good to receive it kindly. But, so imhappy a 
solicitor as I was once for my poor self and family, 
my heart misgives me when I aim at anything of 
that kind any more. Yet I hope I have at last 
learned to make the will of God, when declared, 
the rule of my content, and to thank Him for 
all the hard things I suffer as the best assurancel^^of 
a large share in that other blessed state; and if 
what is dear to us is got thither before us, the sense 
what they enjoy, and we in a little while shall with 
them, ought to support us and our friends. 



LADY EDWARD RUSSELL* TO LADY RUSSELL. 

RuBsell-Bti«et, July 6th, 1690. 
Because our God is God, and not man, therefore 
we, who have deserved unmixed wrath, do hitherto 

^ From Miss Berry^s Memoir. The Lady Edward Rassell was the 
wife of Mr. Edward Russell, after his father^s eleyation to the Dukedom, 
Lord Edward Russell. 
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1690. sing both of mercy and judgment. The Lord has 
arisen, his enemies are scattered, and they that hate 
Him are fled before Him. It is, indeed, almost 
incredible what we have an account of, by an 
express that came to-day from Ireland. King 
James's army is so routed, that it is concluded he 
can never rally again. He fled himself to Dublin, 
where he found his reception so unexpectedly cold, 
that he durst not trust himself among his former 
fidends there, but retired immediately into the 
county of Connaught, to a town that I did not hear 
named. I have not heard what numbers he has 
lost : I suppose, not many ; for they ran so fast, 
death itself could not overtake them. We have, 
however, taken Hamilton* prisoner; and Lord 
Dungan and Lord Carlingford are dead. On our 
side not so much as an ensign killed, of the inferior 
officers ; yet it has pleased God to suffer a musket- 
shot to put an end to the glorious days of the great 
and renowned Schomberg.* He fell not in battle, 

' Count George Hamilton, the elder brother of Count Anthony Hamil- 
ton, who has given us many particulars of his brother^s early life, in his 
incomparable memoirs of their brother-in-law, the Count de Grammont. 
Count George Hamilton, as we are there informed, married la belle Jen- 
nings. She was an elder sister of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough ; and, 
after Count George Hamilton's death, married George Talbot, Earl of Tyr- 
connell. See frequent mention of her, under the name of Lady Tyrcon- 
Del, in the letters of the Duke to the Duchess of Marlborough, in Coxe's 
Life of the Duke of Marlborough. Sir William Ellis, secretary to the 
Duke of Marlborough, is said to have been in love with her, which led 
to Ellis espousing the Jacobite cause. 

' Frederick, Duke of Schomberg, was of a noble family, originally of 
tbe Palatinate. He first signalised himself under Frederick Henry, 
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but received the wound in his throat, as he was 1690. 
giving orders over a wall. Walker of Londonderry, 
standing near, was shot and killed at the same time. 
The Duke of Ormond writes, that it is thought 
Duke Schomherg's wound was not mortal, hut that 
he rather died of his fall, for he pitched exactly on 
his head; however it was, he never rose again. 
The King was once more so near danger, that 
a bullet grazed upon the side of his boot, and 
passed him by. They say he has extremely exposed 
his person in this action. Once he was going 
towards the enemy at the head of a very small 
party of guards, which Lord Scarborough ^ being 
aware of, strictly commanded that not a man should 
stir : his orders were so well obeyed, that the King, 
having advanced a little way, turned about, and 

Prince of Orange ; after whose death he engaged in the service of 
France, commanded in Spain the Portuguese army in alliance with 
France, and afterwards the French army in Catalonia, with such success, 
that, although a Protestant, he received the b^ton of a Mar^chal of 
France in 1675. 

On the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, he was suffered to leave 
France, on condition of going to Portugal. He afterwards got liberty to 
remove to Germany, and commanded as Generalissimo for the Elector of 
Bavaria. In the year 1688, he came over to England with King Wil- 
liam, by whom he was immediately created Earl of Brentford, Marquis 
of Harwich, and Duke of Schomberg, with limitation, first to his 
youngest, and then to his second son, both of whom succeeded to his 
titles ; but the first died in Italy, of wounds received in the battle of 
Marsaglia against the French, and the second dying without male issue, 
in 1719, the title became extinct. The Duke of Schombeig had been 
sent by King William to Ireland in the year 1689. 

' Richard, first Earl of Scarborough. He attended King William in 
Ireland, and was present at the battle of the Boyne. 

VOL. II. D 
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1690. found he was alone, so was forced to return to his 
company. Monsieur Callimot* is wounded, but it 
h hoped not mortally. We have taken several 
field-pieces from the enemy; and were upon a hot 
pursuit when the express came away. It is thought, 
by this time, the King has got to Dublin ; where, 
to be sure, he is, or will be, very welcome to great 
numbers of miserable Protestants, whom, when 
King James went out to fight, he left enclosed in 
churches and other public places : what he designed 
further to do with them, God has graciously pre- 
vented. Hamilton,^ who is taken prisoner, says, 
they have a recruit, under the command of Sarsfield,* 
consisting of eleven battalions, and three regiments 
of horse. Kirk* and his army were not concerned 

' Monsieur la Caillemote received a mortal wound, and as he was ear- 
ned back by four soldiers to the English camp, he encouraged those who 
were crossing the river by these words, ^ A la gloire^ mes ei^ans^ b. la 
^oire.^ — Tindal, Continuation of Rapin, vol. iii. p. 136. 

^ When he was brought to the King he was asked by him whether 
the Irish would fight any more. " Yes, sir,** answered Hamilton, 
** upon my honour, I believe they will." When he pronounced the 
word honour the King looked disdainfully at him, and then turned about, 
nepeating once or twice, your hofiour, intimating that what he affinned 
upnn his honour was not to be regarded, since that was forfeited before by 
his siding with Tyrconnel ; and this was all the rebuke the King gave 
him for his breach of trust.— Tindal, Continuation of Ri^in, vol. ill. 
p. 137. 

^ Patrick Saarsfield, created by James, after his abdication. Earl of 
Lncan. He was one of that King^s best generals, and distinguished him- 
^\i much during the war in Ireland. After the capitulation of Limerick, 
he is reported to have said to some of the English officers, ^^ Low as we 
now are, change but Kings with us, and we will fight it over again with 
you." — Ellis Correspondence, note, vol. i. p. 58. 

' Colonel Kirk, the ferocious officer whose cruelties in the West after 
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in this action: it is said the King considers him 1690. 
according to his merit. The King's wound heals, 
and is scabbed over; so that he is out of that 
danger, and, I trust, will be preserved from all 
other. He is as busy as if he had never been hurt; 
holds his bridle with his right hand, and fights with 
his left. He is as merciful as he is brave. He has 
caused Hamilton's wounds to be dressed ; and treats 
him more like a friend than a traitor and a rebel. 

Mr. Russell^ is come in, and contradicts some of 
my news, adds to some, and tells some that I had 
not heard before ; and all this I am to do by his 
direction, in so little time, that I fear I shall not 
write intelligibly. In the first place, he adds, that 
Monsieur Callimot is shot through the thigh ; next, 
he contradicts that of Dr. Walker's death : all the 
letters had it, and it was generally believed in our 
army. The Secretary of War himself, upon whose 
letter Mr. Russell goes, says, in the beginning of it, 
that he is dead, but at last contradicts it, saying 
only thus, he was ridden over and stripped, but is 
well enough. How this happened I cannot imagine, 
for he does not say how he came to lie so low. 
That same letter gives a very full account of Duke 
Schomberg^s death. Thirty of King James's men 

the defeat of Moumouth are too well known. Lord Dartmonth, in his 
note in Burnet's Own Times, says, ''That no man was better received 
or more caressed by King William." 

' Admiral Russell, afterwards created Earl of Orford. He was then a 
Commissioner of the Admiralty. 

D 2 
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1690. made so good resistance, that all of them were killed 
upon the spot but five. These, endeavouring to 
make their escape that way, where they might most 
easily pass through our army, took the way that led 
to a little village, where the Duke was giving out 
orders: as they passed through it, they saw him, 
and, taking notice of his blue ribbon, shot the fatal 
bullets at him that put an end to his life. 

I must contradict what I said, of our not having 
lost any men in this fight; for several officers in 
Count Solms's * blue regiment fell at the first encoun- 
ter. They passed the river first, and bore alone the 
shock of all the enemy's horse before ours could 
come to their assistance, but they could not be 
broken. The Inniskillen men did not behave them- 
selves so well: they made a brisk attack at first, 
but maintained their ground so ill, that, in retiring, 
they had like to have put the Dutch regiment of 
guards into great confusion. Indeed, we had all 
like to have been in confusion by their means ; for 
one of them, by mistake, was ready to have shot 
the King, when he cried out, "What! don't ye 
know your friends from your foes?" and so pre- 
vented the blow. They could not persuade the 
King to hide his George, which increases his drnger, 
as it aggravates the Inniskillen men's dulness. The 
bullet that I said touched his boot, was not from a 
cannon, but from a long gun. We have taken 
7000 arms, all supposed to be French: they are 
^ The Count de Solms lost his life at the battle of Landen, in 1693. 
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good prize, for we wanted them extremely. The 1690. 
arms of two regiments of the enemy were found 
heaped up on the ground. Monsieur la Meloniere * 
was sent by the King to Drogheda, to summon them 
to a surrender, and to tell them, that if they delayed 
till his cannon came up, he would give no quarter. 
We expect to hear their answer by the next express. 
King James is gone from Dublin to Athlone ; that 
is the name of the town I had not heard when I 
began my letter : it is forty-nine miles from Dublin : 
it is not a strong place, and therefore, it is supposed, 
he will go from thence to Galway, which is thirty- 
six miles from Athlone, where he may better defend 
himself. Lord Portland writes, that thirty Danes 
have behaved themselves to a miracle ; but does not 
say on what occasion. I hear nothing of the praises 
of any of the English ; indeed, all the praise belongs 
to God, and not to any other. He has wrought 
this great salvation for us, not for any worthiness in 
us, but because it pleased Him. For his own name's 
sake has He done this, and because his mercy endures 
for ever. Therefore, all our joy ought to be in the 
Lord, and we ought to rejoice with trembling ; for 
still He holds the rod over us, so that we dare 
not siy the bitterness of death is past. Indeed, we 
have cause to walk humbly, while that insolent 

' M. de la Millioniere was a Brigadiei>General in King William's ser- 
vice. The Governor at first seemed determined to defend the city, and 
received the summons with great contempt ; but, on the King sending 
word that '* if he was forced to bring his cannon before the place, he must 
expect no quarter/' he accepted the conditions offered him. 
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1690. French enemy insults over us, and makes us pri- 
ssunerij, as it were, in our own island. There is 
nothing that I know of, but the providence of God, 
that flinders them from acting all manner of violence 
upon our coasts. Plymouth lies naked before them, 
—not so much as a governor in the town, nor militia 
up in the country : our fleet skulked into harbour, 
and they, for the present at least, absolute masters 
of the seas. Yet they are chained up by a Power 
above theirs, who causeth the wrath of man to 
praitse Him, and the remainder thereof He restrains. 
Blessed be his name, that both we and our enemies 
are in his hands! The Lord enable us to lie very 
low before Him, in a sense of our own nothingness ; 
for what are we, when He comes to contend with us ! 
We iiihall be delivered from these, as well as from 
those adversaries in Ireland, when He pleases ; and 
if not, let Him do to us as seems good in his 
sight. 

One thing Mr. Russell bids me add : — he sees it 
is tliii opinion of some of the great men in town, 
that if they print that passage of my Lord Scar- 
borough's, forbidding his men to follow the King, it 
will need a conunent ; for though it argues, they say, 
great presence of mind in my Lord to do what he 
did, yet the common people will not easily under- 
stand it. The Papists already say that the King's 
guards would not fight against King James : that is 
tlie use they make of it. If either Lord Portland's ^ 

^ Thia does not appear to have been printed. It is not in the British 
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or Sir Robert Southwell's* letter be printed, as Mr. 1690. 
Russell thinks they will, he will to-morrow, by the 
post, send your Ladyship one of them. Major 
Parker was killed on King James's side, which I 
did not know when I named the other two. 

Lord Torriugton* is expected in town to-night, 
when the tide serves. He lays all the fault on the 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. I wish I knew 
where to lay that of having tired your Ladyship 
with an impertinent tedious letter, full of contra- 
dictions, and everything, bating the good news, that 
can make it need a pardon : but all this must lie 
(till that takes it oflE) on. 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obliged affectionate 
Servant and Sister, 

F. R. 

Museum, or in the valuable collection of pamphlets in the Library of the 
London Institution. 

• Sir Robert Southwell. See CoUins's Peerage, vol. vi. p. 539. There 
is no trace of this letter. Sir Robert Southwell*s despatches, during his 
embassy in Portugal, were collected and published in 1741. 

Upon the death of Edward Southwell, Baron de Clifford, in 1832, the 
barony fell into abeyance between the issw of his three sisters, viz., 
Catherine, who married George Eien Hayward Cousmaker, Esq. ; Sophia, 
who married John Thomas Townshend, afterwards Viscount Sydney; 
and Elizabeth, who married William, Earl of Albemarle. Their coheirs 
were Mrs. Russell, daughter of George Cousmaker, the two daughters of 
Viscount Sydney, and Augustus Viscount Bury. His Majesty King 
William IV. was pleased to terminate the abeyance in favour of Mrs. 
Russell in 1833, who is the present Baroness De Clifford. 

' Arthur Herbert, descended firom Lord Herbert, of Cherbury. He had 
commanded the Dutch fleet which brought over King William; for 
which, and other services at the Revolution, he was created Earl of Tor- 
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LADY FRANCES RUSSELL TO LADY MARGARET RUSSELL. 

Ruflsell Street, July 12, 1690. 
I RECKON, Madam, I have very ill luck if the 
news letters and mine come to Wobum together, 
and those happen to be first opened, because I can 
write nothing but what is common to both that will 
bear reading ; for that reason this will be a very 
intolerable letter, there being no news stirring that 
I know of, only what comes dropping from Ireland, 
and, to be sure, that has reached you before this 
will. Waterford, and Wexford, and Cork are deli- 
vered up, and King James is gone from Port Dun- 
cannon with only the Duke of Berwick, Tirconnel, 
Powis, and his son Fitzjames, grand prior of Eng- 
land ; some say Lawson is gone with him too, but 
others say he stays to dispose of the French that he 
commanded. The business of Ireland is so well 

rington. He was now first Commissioner of the Admiralty, and com- 
manded in chief the English and Dutch fleets in the unfortunate engage- 
ment off Beachy Head, which (as is known) took place the very day 
before the battle of the Boyne. He had received positive orders to fight 
the French fleet wherever he met with it, and therefore engaged 82 ships 
with 66. In spite of this overwhelming inferiority, he succeeded in 
saving from destruction the fleets committed to his charge. But England, 
even then, before the unexampled triumphs of the last twenty years of 
her naval history, could not brook a failure of victory. Lord Torrington 
was deprived of his command, and committed to the Tower. He was 
afterwards tried by a court-martial and acquitted, but never again em- 
ployed. He died without children in 1716, and his title became ex- 
tinct. 
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over, that the King has sent over some of his men 1690. 
abeady, who are expected at Chester within a few 
days: this I am told, but Mr. Russell does not 
believe it. The printed papers speak so largely of 
the condition Dublin was found in, that I need say 
nothing of that. I hope we have not lost many 
men, for not above 10,000 of our army ever engaged 
the enemy. They talk hotly to-day of the French 
being landed in the West, but Mr. Russell says he 
hopes it is not so, because he could not hear it from 
any good hand, though it is said several expresses 
have brought that news ; he bids me say, though, 
that he is well assured Lord Pembroke, Lord Mac- 
clesfield, Sir Robert Howard, Sir Henry Goodrich, 
and Sir Thomas Lea, go down to-morrow morning, 
to enquire into the miscarriages of the fleet. Lord 
Torrington's sentence is not difficult to foretel, 
when the jury is so well chosen ; besides his having 
so considerable a party among the sea-captains. 
Monsieur Jourville, the French admiral, sent ours 
word by a Portugal ship, that he found his Lord- 
ship was not ready yet, but that he would stay for 
him till the latter end of August. Mr. Russell had 
this from several captains that were aboard the 
fleet. Mr. Montague, the clerk of the council, 
asked your brother how he could unriddle one 
expression in Tirconnel's letter to the late Queen. 
" We have no hopes," said he, " unless Mr. Jones's 
negotiation succeeds." It is too late for me to 
endeavour now to do it, for the post is just going ; 
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1690. besides, Mr. Russell teazes me so to make an end, 
that I hardly know what I do. He sees I can 
design to write nothing more but strong lines. 
I am afraid it will be strong nonsense then, for 
I have done nothing sensible all this day. I fancy, 
Madam, you have had a great deal of trouble with 
my sister, and I dare say she a great deal of pleasure ; 
it would have been so to me if I had been in her 
place. I know not what to say for the blot on the 
other side, but that I never saw it till my letter was 
almost written ; then it was impossible to write it 
over again. I have sent your Ladyship a Help to 
Devotion, but we shall be beforehand with you, for 
to-morrow it is to be read in all the churches. 
I wish they had chosen a more distinguishing day, 
that we (might) have known our friends from our 
foes. I am troubled to hear of my Lady Russell's 
illness, but I hope it will soon be over. It is well 
for your Ladyship I have so good a monitor sits by 
me, for I am so well pleased with my employment, 
that I should not know when to make an end, but 
he considers better than I should have done, that 
the conclusion is always the best part of any letter 
written by, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most affectionate 

hmnble Servant and Sister, 
F. Russell. 

Be pleased. Madam, to tell my Lord, that Mr. 
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Russell and I present our most humble duties 1690. 
to his Lordship. 

For the Right Hon. the Lady Margaret Russell, 
at Woborne Abbey, Bedfordshiie. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I ASSURE you, good Doctor, I was very well 
pleased this evening to receive another letter from 
you ; and much more than ordinary, because your 
last had some gentle hints in it, as if you thought I 
had taken some offence, though you kindly again 
said, you could not or would not imagine it, not 
being conscious of omission or commission, and 
indeed you have good reason for saying so ; I will 
at any time justify you in it, and do more commend 
your belief, that I either had not your letters, or 
was not well, than I could your mistrust of me 
for what will never happen. But an old dated 
paper has convinced you, and a newer had, if 
I had known where to have found you; for in 
yours of the 5th of August you intimate that you 
meant (if it did not too much offend the eyes of a 
friend of mine that were weak) to make a stay at 
Windsor of ten days longer, and made no mention 
then whither you went. Now truly I had that 
letter, when I was obliged to write much to such 
as would congratulate my being well again, some 
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1690. in kindness^ and some in ceremony. But so it was, 
that when I went to write, I found I should not 
know where to send it ; so I deferred it till I had 
learned that. I sent to Mrs. Smith ; she could not 
tell. I bid John send to Richard at Stratton to 
know if you were at Chilton, for I know Lady 
Gainsborough was not there then, but now you 
have informed me yourself. 

By report I fear poor Lady Gainsborough is in 
new trouble : for though she has all the help of 
religion to support her, yet that does not shut us 
out from all sorrow; it does not direct us to in- 
sensibility if we could command it, but to a quiet 
submission to the will of God, making his ours as 
much as we can. Indeed, Doctor, you are ex- 
tremely in the right to think that my life has been 
so embittered, it is now a very poor thing to me ; 
yet, I find myself careful enough of it. I think 
I am useful to my children, and would endure hard 
things to do for them till they can do 'for them- 
selves ; but, alas ! I am apt to conclude if I had 
not that, yet I should stiU find out some reason 
to be content to live, though I am weary of every- 
thing, and of the folly, the vanity, the madness of 
man most of all. 

There is a shrinking from the separation of the 
soul from the body, that is implanted in our 
natures, which enforces us to conserve life: and 
it is a wise Providence ; for who would else endure 
much evil, that is not taught the great advantages 
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of patient sufferings ? I am heartily sorry, good 1690. 
Doctor, that you are not exempt, which I am sure 
you are not, when you cannot exercise your care 
as formerly among your flock at Cotenham.* But I 
will not enlarge on this matter, nor any other at 
this time. That I might be certain not to omit 
this respect to you, I have begun with it, and have 
many behind, to which I must hasten, but first 
desire you will present my most humble service to 
my Lady ; I had done myself the honour to write 
to her, just as I believe she was writing to me, but 
I will thank her yet for that favour. Either trouble 
or the pleasure of her son's settlement engrosses 
her, I apprehend, at this time, and business, I know, 
is an attendant of the last. 

I am, Sir, 
Your constant friend and servant, 
R. Russell. 

Wobome Abbey, Aug. 28, 1690. 



DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Edmonton, Oct. 9, 1690. 

Honoured Madam, 

Since I had the honour of your letter, I was 
tempted to have troubled you with one of mine 
upon tlfe sad occasion of your late great loss of two 

^ Dr. Fitzwilliam was ejected as a Nonjuror. 
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1690. SO near relations^ and so near together.^ But I 
considered, why should I pretend to be able either 
to instruct or comfort my Lady Russell, who hath 
borne things much more grievous with so exemplary 
a meekness and submission td the will of God, and 
knows, as well as I can tell her, that there is no 
remedy in these cases but patience, nor any com- 
fort but in the hopes of the happy meeting of 
our deceased friends in a better life, in which 
sorrow and tears shall have no more place to all 
eternity ! 

And now I crave leave to impart something of 
my own trouble to your Ladyship. On Sunday 
last the King commanded me to wait upon him the 
next morning at Kensington. I did so, and met 
with what I feared. His Majesty renewed his 
former gracious offer, in so pressing a manner, and 
with so much kindness, that I hardly knew how 
to resist it. I made the best acknowledgments I 
could of his undeserved grace and favour to me, 
and begged of him to consider all the consequences 
of this matter, being well assured that all the 
storm, which was raised in convocation the last 
year by those who will be the Church of England, 

was upon my account, and that the Bishop of L 

was at the bottom of it, out of a jealousy that I 
might be a hindrance to him in attaining what he 
desires, and what I call God to witness I would 

* The death of her sister, the Conntess of Montagu, and of her nephew, 
Wriothealey Baptist, Eail of Gainsboroiigh. 
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not have. And I told his Majesty, that I was still 1690. 

afraid that his kindness to me would be greatly 

to his prejudice, especially if he carried it so far 

as he was then pleased to speak ; for I plainly 

saw they could not bear it; and that the effects 

of envy and ill-will towards me would terminate 

upon him. To which he replied, that if the thing 

were once done, and they saw no remedy, they 

would give over, and think of making the best of 

it ; and therefore he must desire me to think seriously 

of it, with other expressions not fit for me to repeat. 

To all which I answered, that, in obedience to his 

Majesty's commands, I would consider of it again, 

though I was afraid I had already thought more of 

it than had done me good, and must break through 

one of the greatest resolutions of my life, and 

sacrifice at once all the ease and contentment of 

it ; which yet I would force myself to do, were I 

really convinced that I was in any measure capable 

of doing his Majesty and the public that service 

which he was pleased to think I was. He smiled, 

and said. You talk of trouble ; I believe you will 

have much more ease in it than in the condition in 

which you now are. Thinking not fit to say more, 

I humbly took leave. 

And now. Madam, what shall I do ? My thoughts 
were never at such a plunge. I know not how to 
bring my mind to it; and on the other hand, 
though the comparison is very unequal, when I 
remember how I saw the King affected in the case 
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1690. of my Lord of Shrewsbury/ I find myself in great 
strait, and would not for all the world give him 
the like trouble, I pray God to direct me to that 
which He sees and knows to be best, for I know not 
what to do. I hope I shall have your prayers, and 
would be glad of your advice, if the Bang would 
spare me so long. I pray God to preserve you and 
yours. 

I am, honoured Madam, &c. 

Jo. TiLLOTSON. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. TILLOTSOIf. 

Your letters will never trouble me, Mr. Dean ; 
on the contrary, they are comfortable refreshments 
to my, for the most part, overburthened mind, 
which, both by nature and by accident, is made so 
weak, that I cannot bear, with that constancy I 
should, the losses I have lately felt; I can say. 
Friends and acquaintances Thou hast hid out of my 
sight, but I hope it shall not disturb my peace. 
These were young, and as they had began their 
race of life after me, so I desired they might have 
ended it also. But happy are those whom God 
retires in his grace — I trust these were so : and 

1 When that Earl resigned the post of Secretary of State, about 1690, 
the King, sent Tillotson, and all those who had most credit with the 
Earl, to divert him from his resolution ; but all was to no purpose. The 
agitation of mind this gave him, threw him into a fever which almost cost 
him his life. The King pressed him to keep the seals till his return from 
Ireland, though he should not act as secretary, but he could not be pre- 
vailed upon. — Burnet, vol. iv. p. 80. Ox. 1823. 
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then no age can be amiss : to the young it is 1690. 
not too early, nor to the aged too late. Submission 
and prayer is all, we know, that we can do towards 
our own relief in our distresses, or to disarm God's 
anger, either in our public or private concerns. 
The scene will soon alter to that peaceful and 
eternal home in prospect. But in this time of our 
pilgrimage, vicissitudes of all sorts are every one's 
lot. And this leads me to your case. Sir. 

The time seems to be come that you must put 
anew in practice that submission,* you have so 
powerfully both tried yourself, and instructed 
others to ; I see no place to escape at : you must 
take up the cross and bear it ; I faithfully believe 
it has the figure of a very heavy one to you, 
though not from the cares of it ; since, if the 
King guesses right, you toil more now ; but this 
work is of your own choosing, and the dignity of 

' Lady Russell alludes to Tillotson^s letter to Lord Russell on passive 
obedience, printed in Lord John Russeirs life of his ancestor,^ who says, 
*^ That on receiving the papers he went into an inner room, and after 
staying some time, upon his return told the Dean he had read the letter, 
and was willing to be convinced, but could not say he was so ; and hoped 
God would forgive him if he were in error.^' Tillotson urged Burnet to 
endeavour to prevail on him, but Lord Russell answered he could not tell 
a lie. It will not now be denied that the opinion which Lord Russell 
entertained of the duty of a subject was more correct than that of the two 
worthy and respectable clergymen who attended him, and his asserting 
that opinion at a moment so solemn when a different conduct might per- 
haps have saved his life, ought to make his memory dear to every friend 
of freedom. 

' Fourth edition, 1853, p. 319. 
VOL. II. E 
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1690. the other is what you have bent your mind against, 
and the strong resolve of your life has been to 
avoid it. Had this even proceeded to a vow, it 
is, I think, like the virgins of old, to be dissolved 
by the father of your country. Again, though 
contemplation, and a few friends well chosen, would 
be your grateful choice, yet if charity, obedience, 
and necessity, call you into the great world, and 
where enemies encompass round about, must not 
you accept it? And each of these, in my mean 
apprehension, determines you to do it. In short, 
it will be a noble sacrifice you will make, and I 
am confident you will find as a reward, kind and 
tender supports, if you do take the burthen upon 
you: there is, as it were, a commanding Pro- 
vidence in the manner of it. Perhaps I do as 
sincerely wish your thoughts at ease as any friend 
you have, but I think you may purchase that too 
dear; and if you should come to think so too, 
they would then be as restless as before. 

Sir, I believe you would be as much a common 
good as you can ; consider how few of ability and 
integrity this age produces. Pray do not turn this 
matter too much in your head ; when one has once 
turned it every way, you know that more does but 
perplex, and one never sees the clearer for it. Be 
not stiff*, if it be still urged to you. Conform to 
the Divine Will, which has set it so strongly into 
the other's mind, and be content to endure ; it is 
God calls you to it. I believe it was wisely said, 
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that when there is no remedy they will give it over, 1690. 
and make the best of it, and so I hope no ill will 
terminate on the King ; and they will lay up their 
arrows^ when they perceive they are shot in vain at 
him or you, upon whom no reflection that I can 
think of can be made that is ingenious ; and what 
is pure malice you are above being affected with. 

I wish, for many reasons, my prayers were more 
worthy, but such as they are, I offer them with a 
sincere zeal to the throne of grace for you in this 
strait, that you may be led out of it, as shall best 
serve the great ends and designs of God's glory. 

October, 1690. 



DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RTJSSBLL. 

October 25, 1690.* 

Honoured Madam, 

I am obliged to your Ladyship beyond all ex- 
pression, for taking my case so seriously into your 
consideration, and giving me your mature thoughts 
upon it. Nothing ever came more seasonably to 
me than your letter, which I received on Wednes- 
day se'nnight, the very night before I was to have 
given my final answer to the King the next morn- 
ing. I thank you for it. It helped very much to 
settle and determine my wavering mind. I weighed 
all you wrote, both your advice and your argu- 

* From a copy in 8h<irt-hand, in his commoiirplace book. 

E 2 
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1690. ments, having not only an assurance of your true 
friendship and good will for me, but a very 
great regard and deference for your judgment and 
opinion. I cannot but own the weight of that 
consideration, which you are pleased to urge me 
withal ; I mean the visible marks of a more than 
ordinary providence of God in this thing; that 
the King, who likes not either to importune or 
to be denied, should, after so obstinate a declining 
of the thing on my part, still persist to press it upon 
me with so much kindness, and with that earnestness 
of persuasion which it does not become me to men- 
tion. I wish I could think the King had a superior 
direction in this, as I very believe he hath in some 
other things of much greater importance. 

The next morning I went to Kensington full 
of fear, but yet determined what was fit for me 
to do. I met the King coming out of his closet, 
and asking if his coach was ready. He took me 
aside, and I told him, that in obedience to his 
Majesty's command, I had considered of the thing 
as well as I could, and came to give him my 
answer. I perceived his Majesty was going out, 
and therefore desired him to appoint me another 
time, which he did on the Saturday morning after. 

Then I came again, and he took me into his 
closet, where I told him, that I could not but 
have a deep sense of his Majesty's great grace and 
favour to me, not only to offer me the best 
thing he had to give, but to press it so earnestly 
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upon me. I said, I would not presume to argue 1690. 
the matter any farther, but I hoped he would 
give me leave to be still his hmnble and earnest 
petitioner to spare me in that thing. He answered, 
he would do so if he could, but he knew not 
what to do if I refused it. Upon that I told 
him, that I tendered my life to him, and did 
humbly devote it to be disposed of as he thought 
fit. He was graciously pleased to say, it was the 
best news had come to him this great while. I 
did not kneel down to kiss his hand, for without 
that I doubt I am too sure of it : but requested 
of him, that he would defer the declaration of it, 
and let it be a secret for some time. He staid 
he thought it might not be amiss to defer it till 
the Parliament was up. I begged farther of him, 
that he would not make me a wedge to drive out the 
present Archbishop :^ that some time before I was 
nominated, his Majesty would be pleased to declare 
in Council, that since his lenity had not had any 
better effect, he would wait no more, but would 
dispose of their places. This I told him I humbly 
desired, that I might not be thought to do anything 
harsh, or which might reflect upon me, for now 
that his Majesty had thought fit to advance me 
to this station, my reputation was become his in- 
terest. He said, he was sensible of it, and thought 

' Sancroft, who was depriyed on his refiual to take the oaths. Tillot- 
Mm, says Bomet, was always looked upon by a large party as an 
asnrper, and Sancroft as the real Archbishop. 
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1690. it reasonable to do as I desired. I craved leave 
of him to mention one thing more, which, in justice 
to my family, especially to my wife, I ought to 
do, that I should be more than undone by the 
great and necessary charge of coming into this 
place, and must, therefore, be an humble peti- 
tioner to his Majesty, that if it should please God 
to take me out of the world, that I must unavoid- 
ably leave my wife a beggar, he would not suflfer 
her to be so; and that he would graciously be 
pleased to consider, that the widow of an Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (which would now be an odd 
figure in England),* could not decently be supported 
by so little as would have contented her very well, 
if I had died a Dean. To this he gave a very 
gracious answer — I promise you to take care of 
her.* 

Just as I had finished the last sentence, another 
very kind letter from your Ladyship was brought 
to me, wherein I find your tender concern for me, 
which I can never suflSciently acknowledge. But 
you say, the die is now cast, and I must now 
make the best I can of what I lately thought was 
the worst that could have happened to me. I 
thank God I am more cheerful than I expected, 

' Only two, who had filled the see of Canterbury, had been married — 
Granmer and Parker. 

^ King William granted Tillotson^s widow an annuity of 6002., and for- 
gave the first fruits ; for the Archbishop left nothing to his family but the 
copy of his posthumous sermons, which was afterwards sold for 2,500 
guineas. His widow died Jan. 20, 1701-2. 
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and comfort myself as I can with this hope, that 1690. 
the providence of God, to which I have submitted 
my own will in this matter, vnll graciously assist 
me to discharge, in some measure, the duty He hath 
called me to. 

I did not acquaint my good friend, who wrote 
to you, with all that had passed, because it was 
intended to be a secret, which I am sure is safe in 
your hands. I only told him, that his Majesty did 
not intend, as yet, to dispose of this place: but 
when he did it, I was afraid it would be hard for 
me to escape. 

The King, I believe, has only acquainted the 
Queen vrith it; as she came out of the closet on 
Sunday last, commanded me to wait upon her after 
dinner, which I did ; and after she had discoursed 
about other business (which was to desire my opi- 
nion of a treatise sent her in manuscript out of Hol- 
land, tending to the reconciliation of our differences 
in England) she told me that the King had with 
great joy acquainted her with a secret concerning 
me, whereof she was no less glad; using many 
gracious expressions, and confirming his Majesty's 
promises concerning my wife. 

But I am sensible this is an intolerable letter, 
especially concerning one's self. 

I had almost forgot to mention Mr. Vaughan's * 
business. As soon as he brought your Ladyship's 

J Probably a relation to Lady Russell, whose first husband was Lord 
Vaughan, eldest son to the Earl of Carbery. 
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1690. letter hither to me I wrote immediately to White- 
hall, and got the business stopped. 

The Bishop of St. David's * had written up for 
some minister of a great town, but a small living in 
that diocese, that it might be bestowed on him for 
his pains in that great town. The pretence is fair, 
but if the minister is no better a man than the 
Bishop, I am sure he is not worthy of it. I have 
been twice to wait on my Lord Nottingham about 
it, but missed of him. When I have inquired far- 
ther into it, if the thing be fit to be done I will do 
my best for Mr.Vaughan. And I beg of your 
Ladyship to make no difficulty of commanding my 
poor service upon any occasion, for I am always 
truly glad of the opportunity. 

I cannot forbear to repeat my humble thanks for 
your great concernment for me in this affair* 

That God would multiply his best blessings upon 
your Ladyship and your children, and make them 
great blessings and comforts to you, is the daily 
prayer of. 

Madam, 
Your most obliged humble servant, 

J. T. 

■ Watson, Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge (the see was vacant 
five years), Bishop of St. David's, was deprived for simony, 1699, by 
Archbishop Tennison. He took the oaths to King William, yet con- 
tinned attached to King James. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY RANELAGH.* 

Madam, 

I have now before me yours of the 12th, and can 1690. 
read it with the same eagerness as when it came 
first to me, and so must anybody that you show so 
much favour to as to entertain them in the like 
manner. Every one is an instruction for a whole 
life, and a nourishment for many days ; and indeed 
I had yet, I think, fed on it longer without excit- 
ing you to new trouble, the rather because my ser- 
vant sent me word you had been more than ordinary 
indisposed, but, blessed be God, he says you are 
not so now. And therefore I submit, in order to 
the design I have to serve a very good Lady all I 
can, to trouble your Ladyship, and to consult you, 
if you please, in the matter. And I think you are 
never displeased on such occasions, more especially 
if you can have opportunity to be instrumental in 
efiecting what does good to any. Now to my 
business. 

We are told that Mr. Middleton is in a dying 
condition ; his place in the Prize Office is worth 
about 400/. a year. It is, though, as I apprehend, 

> Wife of Robert Jones, Earl of Ranelagh, a man of great parts and as 
great yices. He had the art of pleasing masters of very different tempers 
and interests, so much that he continued above thirty years in great 
posts, and was looked upon as one of the ablest men Ireland had bred. — 
Tindal. 
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1690. SO only during a war, and so the less valuable ; how- 
ever, Lady Ann Wingate would be contented if 
it could be obtained for Sir Francis. I believe 
Lady Anglesey * is the tenderer in the point, by rea- 
son Mrs. Middleton is so intimate a friend. And 
truly, though I am not so, I would not do so unwor- 
thy a thing as to solicit to her prejudice. But how 
it is so, if one desires to see a reversion be not 
granted to some other than our friend, I do not 
understand ; yet would certainly cease if I did. 
Your Ladyship will better know that than I do. 
But if it does her no wrong, I dare say you would 
most willingly gratify your friend Lady Anglesey 
and her daughter, in doing what can be for them ; 
and as such I address myself to your Ladyship, 
from whom I can ask no more than when you see 
Lord Devonshire to mention the thing to him, and 
your wishes in it ; and if you think fit, as a thing 
you know I offered to him, from my Lord Bedford 
and my own account ; though I know there will 
not want that to enforce when he knows your will 
in it, I know so well his respect to your Ladyship. 
However, Lord Bedford and myself would show 
our readiness to serve my Lady Anne and Sir 
Francis, and the more friends join will not recom- 
mend it less to my Lord Devonshire, if he can do 
anything in it. 

I have written to him Lord Bedford's thoughts of 

' Most probably, £lizabetli,],daughter of John Earl, of Rutland, widow 
of James Earl of Anglesey. 
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Sir Francis ; which are, that he is an understanding 1690. 
honest gentleman ; and has almost exceeded any in 
this country in his zeal and activeness towards the 
present government. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD DEVONSHIRE. 

My Lord, 

Because I think all apologies are trouhlesome, I 
will not make any for sending you this paper, which 
comes to your Lordship with a joint request from 
my Lord Bedford and myself if you can befriend 
us in it. I know your Lordship needs not be 
pressed ; your own nature moves you to oblige 
petitioners as many as you can. The business is 
this : we hear that Mr. Middleton is very near dy- 
ing ; he has a place in the Prize Office ; it is worth 
about 400Z. a year. Sir Francis Wingate, a gentle- 
man in this country, that married a daughter of 
Lady Anglesey, would fain succeed Iiitti : my Lord 
Bedford would most willingly gratify him if he 
could. The character he gives him, is, that he is an 
honest understanding gentleman, and has showed 
all the zeal, and good affection to the present 
government that is possible for any man to do with 
an activeness irreprovable. 

My Lady Ranelagh will, I guess, let you see she 
is engaged in this matter, which I will say no more 
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1690. in ; but if it is in your Lordsliip's way to do him 
the courtesy, I shall be glad. If it is not, I shall be 
sorry for this trouble I have been engaged to give 
your Lordship, whose humble servant I am, for my 
whole life. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MADAME ROUVIGNY. 

DiEU nous a frapp^e, ma chere Madame, d'un 
coup qui nous paroit fort rude ; mais Dieu ne pense 
pas comme Thomme pense, et il faut croire qu'il ne 
prend pas plaisir a tourmenter ses pauvres creatures. 
Mais que songions-nous, que Dieu salut se de- 
toumer de son chemin en ses providences pour 
notre contentement. Non, assur^ment ; il faut nous 
supporter le mieux que nous puissions sur toutes 
sortes d'evenements, et vivre en esperance qu'un 
jour nous verrons plus clairement la raison de tous 
ses noirs dispensations qui nous attaquent qui nous 
touchent si vivement. 

Madame, je ne combats pas votre vive douleur, 
vous le devoyez, a un fils, et a un homme si brave 
et si aime ote du monde.^ 

II a aussi toutes sortes de consolations qu'*on peut 
possible atteindre, en la manidre de sa mort : en 

' Mons. Rouvigny (eldest brother of De Rouvigny, Earl of Galway, 
extinct in 1723), a gallant officer, dain fighting under King William at 
the battle of the Boyne, July 1st, 1690. 
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toutes ses dernidres actions, mon ame me fait fort 1690. 
esperer qu'il fut accepte, et que son ame se repose 
en le bras de cet Sauveur en qui il se reposoit avec 
tant de foy. Dieu veut, Madame, que vous et moy 
faisons nos devoirs en telle sorte que les accidents qui 
nous peuvent arriver ne nous detoument pas des 
sentiers de Dieu ; mais au contraire nous ayant a 
passer doucement les peu de jours qui nous restent 
devant que nous entrons dans ces dSlices etemelles 
qu'il nous prepare. Jusqu'a ce heureux moment, 

Je suis, &c. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. PITZWILLIAM. 

There is so much in those little sheets you sent 
me to thank you for, that, finding myself very ill- 
fitted to do it, I was tempted to let it quite alone 
till I made shift to consider that, for the most part, 
our temptations incline us to the worst things, and 
to the most forbidden tempers. This makes me rise 
from that listlessness I continually drop into till I 
have at least told you how sensible I am of your 
kindness on all occasions ; and I am sensible, toO| 
how strong and pious all your oflfers of comfort to a 
disquieted mind are, and I hope that by often pe- 
rusing them they wiQ so affect me, that the effect 
shall correspond to your Christian wishes and prayers 
for me, and I shall obtain a better freedom of mind 
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1690. ^an I am mistress of at present, since you conjec- 
ture very truly, every new stroke to a weary, bat- 
tered carcass makes me struggle the harder; and 
though I lost with my best friend all the delights of 
living, yet I find I did not a quick sense of new 
grief, for want of due considering, that whatever 
below God is the object of our love, will, at some 
time or other, be the matter of our sorrow. These 
two, my sister^ and a dear sister's son,* began their 
course after me, but have ended it sooner. I would 
have had it otherwise, but I was vain and foolish in 
it. God knows where it is best to place his crea- 
tures. Your prayers are indeed of more use than 
your fears, for my health is good, but I love greatly 
the prayers of my friends that I may be resigned in 
the case of my children, for this trial has so expe- 
rienced to me my sad weakness that I doubt myself, 
and humbly beg in mercy but not in judgment that 
I may be spared that triaL* 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 

I HAVE, my Lord, so upright an heart to my 
friends, that though your great weight of business 
had forced you to a silence of this kind, yet I 
should have had no doubt, but that one I so distin- 

* Elizabeth, Countess of Montaga. 

' Wriothesley Baptist, Earl of Gainsborough, died September, 1690. 

' Conclusion wanting. 
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guished in that little number God has yet left me, 1690. 
does join with me to lament my late losses/ The 
one was a just, sincere man, and the only son of a 
sister and a friend I loved with too much passion ; 
the other my last sister, and I ever loved her 
tenderly. 

It pleases me to think that she deserves to be 
remembered by all those that knew her. But, after 
above forty years' acquaintance with so amiable a 
creature, one must needs, in reflecting, bring to 
remembrance so many engaging endearments as are 
yet at present embittering and painful ; and indeed 
we may be sure, that when anything below God is 
the object of our love, at one time or another it 
will be a matter of our sorrow. But a little time 
will put me again into my settled state of mourning ; 
for a mourner I must be all my days upon earth, 
and there is no need I should be other. My glass 
runs low ; the world does not want me, nor I want 
that ; my business is at home, and within a narrow 
compass. I must not deny, as there was something 
so glorious in the object of my biggest sorrow, 
I believe that in some measure kept me from being 
then overwhelmed. So now it aflbrds me, together 
with the remembrance how many easy years we 
lived together, thoughts that are joy enough for 
one, who looks no higher than a quiet submission to 
her lot, and such pleasures in educating the young 

' The deaths of the Earl of Qainsborough and Lady Montagu men- 
tioned in the previous letter. 
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1690. folks as surmounts the cares that it will afford. If 
I shall be spared the trial, where I have most 
thought of being prepared to bear the pain, I hope 
I shall be thankful, and I think I ask it faithfully, 
that it may be in mercy, not in judgment. Let me 
rather be tortured here, than they or I be rejected 
in that other blessed peaceful home to all ages, 
to which my soul aspires. There is something 
in the younger going before me, that I have observed 
all my life to give a sense I cannot describe ; it is 
harder to be borne than a bigger loss, where there 
has been spun out a longer thread of life. Yet I 
see no cause for it, for every day we see the young 
fall with the old ; but methinks it is a violence upon 
nature. 

A troubled mind has a multitude of these 
thoughts. Yet I hope I master all murmurings; 
if I have had any, I am sorry, and will have no more, 
assisted by God's grace; and rest satisfied that, 
whatever I think, I shall one day be entirely 
satisfied what God has done and shall do, will 
be best, and justify both his justice and mercy. 
I meant this as a very short epistle ; but you have 
been some years acquainted with my infirmity, and 
have endured it, though you never had waste time, 
I believe, in your life ; and better times do not, I 
hope, make your patience less. However it will 
become me to put an end to this, which I will do, 
signing myself cordially 
Oct 16, 1690. Your, &c. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LORD CAVENDISH. 

Though I know my letters do Lord Cavendish no 1690. 
service, yet as a respect I love to pay him, and to 
thank him also for his last from Limbeck, I had not 
been so long silent, if the death of two persons, 
both very near and dear to me, had not made me so 
uncomfortable to myself, that I knew I was utterly 
unfit to converse where I would never be ill com- 
pany» The separation of friends is grievous. My 
sister Montagu was one I loved tenderly; my 
Lord Gainsborough was the only son of a sister 
I loved with too much passion. They both deserved 
to be remembered kindly by all that knew them. 
They both began their race long after me, and 
I hope should have ended it so too ; but the great 
and wise Disposer of all things, and who knows 
where it is best to place his creatures, either in this 
or in the other world, has ordered it otherwise. 
The best improvement we can make in these cases, 
and you, my dear Lord, rather than I, whose glass 
runs low, whilst you are young, and I hope have 
many happy years to come, is, I say, that we should 
all reflect there is no passing through this to a 
better world, without some crosses ; and the scene 
sometimes shifts so fast, our course of life may 
be ended, before we think we have gone half way ; 
and that a happy eternity depends on our spending 
well or ill that time allotted us here for probation. 

VOL. II. F 
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1690. Live virtuously my Lord, and you cannot die too 
soon, nor live too long. I hope the last shall 
be your lot, with many blessings attending 'it. 

Your, &c. 

Oct. 29, 1690. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. PITZWILLIAM. 

Though your letter to me, which I now answer, 
was written from Windsor, 25th January, yet was 
not read by me till very lately ; for it happening to 
come in a time I was under some more than ordinary 
discomposure of mind, it was not given into my 
hand, at least I knew it not, but laid it (or, as 
I believe, my servants laid it for me) in a place 
I used to put things out of my pocket into, and 
happened not to regard it in several days, or I 
would have said something upon it a little sooner, 
being through God's goodness in a great measure 
relieved from my fear for my poor boy, who, on 
Tuesday was se'nnight, had so violent a cough, that 
in a day after, it gave suspicions of some other ill 
attending it. Measles I thought most likely ; and 
spots did appear on Thursday, and so high, with 
such an aspect, that the doctor thought it the small- 
pox. On Friday he was so sick and so ill, I 
sent for more doctors, and three of them feared 
it the small-pox, and if so, of the worst that could 
be, but they said till Sunday they could not be 
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positive. It pleased God they saw enough on 1690. 
Saturday night to ease my heart so much as to 
assure me it was the measles. He has gone on very 
well since, and is now past the measles themselves, 
and I hope will in a little time be so of the ill 
consequences which often follow that disease : his 
cough is still remaining, and will now, I believe, till 
he purges or bleeds. I trust that as I have had 
grace to ask it, so his life is granted me in mercy 
and not in judgment. 

As to your affairs, they stand as they did, for 
many reasons; I went that very Tuesday my child 
fell ill, to have seen the Queen, in order a day 
or two after to have seen the Princess; but it 
so fell out I saw neither, and must not for awhile ; 
neither have I seen the Dean ^ since you went the 
last time : he had a severe cold upon him, and said 
he would go into the country for air. Your infor- 
mation concerning the Dean, I believe in part to be 
true, but not in the whole ; as thus : I believe the 
Dean thinks it is fit Mr. Hartlib should be con- 
sidered; but never pitched on this, or that, only 
that he should have something, but did not recom- 
mend him to this ; and I conclude so far, from this 
reason, that when Dr. Sharp spoke to the Lord 
Nottingham, to desire so much as to know whether 
he had spoke to the King in such an one's behalf or 
not, that he might recommend such an one (Jekyl 
by name), or whether he would think fit to do 

* Of St. Paul's, Dr. Tfflotaon. 

F 2 
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1691. it at all ? — ^his answer was, it was out of his hand : 
it lay between the King and the Dean, for Hartlib 
had been recommended, and the Dean of St. Paul's 
had put in a caveat. 

Now if the Dean had recommended the man, he 
might then at the same time have obtained the 
condition, and not put in a caveat. So I do not 
go upon what the Dean says, but what I gather 
otherwhere ; though I faithfully believe anything he 
says to be true. As to Mr. Jekyl, he speaks as well 
of him as you can do yourself ; but whether he will 
labour to put by Mr. Hartlib, that he may be re- 
commended, I cannot tell ; when I see him I will do 
all I can to serve you, if it goes his way. I dare be 
confident he will take a due care you shall not 
be put upon anything that will be a contradiction 
to your circumstances. 

As to the Prebendary, I know not what to say to 
it. If you are not obliged to swear, why should 
you not modestly represent the matter where it 
will be understood ? though I would advise you to 
be cautious, and make sure of something first, if 
that can be. 

I am sorry you jar so with a prelate that I am 
sure was tender towards you, in the beginning of 
this Government, and you believed it, and there 
was good reason to do so; but it seems he did 
something afterwards contrary to the first begin- 
nings, which I am also sorry for, and wish you 
would soften (for your own sake) as much as you 



Digitized by 



Google 



ABCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 69 

can» You must needs think, Doctor, that the pro- i69i. 
vocation the Bishop of Ely ' has given, does you no 
service, every one knowing your intimacy there ; yet 
as there is no reason you should, so I assure myself 
you will not suffer from it. But, on the other 
hand, you should be a little more wary : one should 
be wise, though harmless as doves. You may 
remember Lord Carmarthen said you was too late ; 
which looks as if he knew the business: and yet 
the Dean and he are not great, that is, I mean the 
Dean is not his creature, though he may, and has, I 
believe, a respect for him ; but his affairs lie in 
another way than to call him to be often where he 
is» If you saw how many walks I fetch to my boy 
in a day, you would think I have done a great work 
to scribble all this, from 

Your friend and servant. 

Feb. 5,1690-1. 



ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

June 23, 1691. » 

Honoured Madam, 

I received your Ladyship's letter, together with 
that to Mr. Fox, which I shall return to him on 

' Francis Turner, depriyed for not taking the oaths. Burnet mentions 
him as being concerned in the plan to bring back King James during 
King William's absence at the Hague.~-HiBt. vol. iv. p. 119. Ox. 1823. 

' From his draught in short-baud. 
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1691. Wednesday morning, when I have desired Mr. 
Kemp to send him to me. 

I entreat you to give my very humble service to 
my Lord of Bedford, and to let his Lordship know 
how far I have been concerned in this affirir. I had 
notice first from Mr. Attomey»General * and Mr. 
Solicitor,* and then from my Lord , that 

several persons, upon the accoimt of pmblishing 
and dispersing several libels against me, were se* 
cured in order to prosecution. Upon which I went 
to wait upon them severally, and earnestly desired 
of them that nobody might be punished upon my 
accoimt. That this was not the first time I had 
experience of this kind of malice, which, how un- 
pleasant soever to me, I thought it the wisest way to 
neglect, and the best to forgive it.' None of them 
said anything to me of my Lord Russell, nor did it 
ever come into my thought to hinder any pro- 
secution upon his account, whose reputation, I can 
truly say, is much dearer to me than mine own; 
and I was much more troubled at the barbarous 
usage done to his memory, and especially since they 
have aggravated it by dispersing more copies ; and, 
as I find by the letter to Mr. Fox, are supported in 
their insolence by a strong combination, I cannot 



* Sir George Treby, afterwards Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 

' John Somers, afterwards Lord Somers. 

' Upon a bundle of libels found among his papers after his death, he 
put no other inscription than this : — *^ These are libels ;^ I pray God for- 
give the authors ; I do," — Sherlock. 
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but think it very fit for my Lord Bedford to bring 1691. 
them to condign punishment. 

Twice last week I had my pen in my hand to 
have provoked you to a letter; and that I might 
once in my Kfe have been beforehand with you 
in this way of kindness. I was both times hindered 
by the brealdng in of company upon me. The 
errand of it would have been to have told you that, 
whether it be from stupidity, or from a present 
astonishment at the danger of my condition, or 
from some other cause, I find that I bear the burden 
I dreaded so much a good deal better than I could 
have hoped. David's acknowledgment to God runs 
in my mind, " Who am I, O Lord God, and what is 
my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto ? and 
hast regarded me according to the estate of a man 
of high degree, O Lord God.'*^ I hope that the 
same providence of God, which hath once over- 
ruled me in this thing, will some way or other turn 
it to good. 

The Oueen^s extraordinary favour to me, to a 
degree much beyond my expectation, is no small 
support to me; and I flatter myself with hopes 
that my friends will continue their kindness to me ; 
especially that the best friend I ever had will not 
be the less so to me now that I need friends most. 

I pray to God continually to preserve you and 
yours, and particularly at this time, to give my 
Lady Cavendish a happy meeting with her Lord, 
» 1 Chron. xvii. 16, 17. 
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1691. and to grant them both a long and happy life 
together. 

I am. Madam, 
Your most faithful and humble servant, 

Jo. Cant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO HER CHILDREN.^ 

My deare Child, 

I write ys upon the 21»* of July 91 — a day of sad 
rememberances to me it being that whereon your 
excelent father was taken from us with much seve- 
rity to my lasting sorrow, & yr losse. 

I have not yet omited on ys day (but when pre- 
vented by sickness) to humble & afflict my selfe 
under the mighty hand of God, pouring out my 
soul before Him in prayer & fasting. 

As, first to testifie my humiliation for al my sins, 
for my having ofended God in so many & so fre- 
quent breaches of my baptismal vow, my Sacrament 
vows, and al those vows, I have at any other time 

' This most interesting letter was found in the year 1850, on the 
examination of some papers of the Marquis of Rockingham, at Rocking- 
ham Castle, by the late Hon. Richard Watson. That gentleman pre- 
sented it to the Duke of Bedford, with a hope thiat it might appear in a 
new edition of Lady Russell^s letters. Any comment on the letter 
would be superfluous. It has been judged best that it should be an 
exact facsimile of the original ; and it is, therefore, not altered as the 
other letters have been, in conformity to the custom of the present day. 
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made of a better & more strict obedience to al his 1691. 
holy comandments. 

I recolect as wel as I can what they have bin — 
and make my resolutions to do better for the time 
to come — and, as a help to my memory, I did now 
look over som notes I had by me of som former ex- 
amination ; at other times I have done it by consider- 
ing all the pasages of my life which I have by me, 
noted in a paper after the same manner I set yours 
downe, & gave it you when you first received the 
Sacrament. 

And as I ame humbled for my owne sins, so I 
ame likewise for the sins of the family, which may 
have caused so heavy a judgment on it, as the taking 
your father from us (by so uncomon a way) seemes 
to us to be, 

I pray that my zeal & devotion in religious dutys 
may be quickned yt I may have true sence of my 
duty to God & man, with an encrease of grace to 
my live's end. 

This is the spiritual good I aske. 
and the same petition I make for you all, with as 
much fervour as I ame capable of 

the temporal good I aske & pray for is 
to blesse the family, he has so gratly chastised (he 
has said he wod punish to the third & fourth ge- 
neration but have mercy upon thousands) I pray 
that it may henceforth, be prosperous & exem- 
plary in Vertue, that ther sins may not keep back 
mercies from the family, but ther piety obtaine 
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1691. blessings on it — that you, my children may have 
healthful bodys, & good understandings, and be 
happy under your several circumstances, also to 
lengthen your days upon earth as a blessing & not 
in judgment. 

1 also pray that I may do my duty in that state of 
life he has put me in & most especialy towards you 
my children, & to be so blest in my endevers that 
you may all be fruitful in good works to your lives 
end, and also enjoy a competency of this worlds 
goods — also that I may be fitted for all his determi- 
nations, & to som degree cheerfuly resigned — I 
pray for all mankind, & in perticuler as the pre- 
sent circumstances require 

I do also as neer as I can recolect al Gods signal 
mercies to me & mine ; & bless & praise him for 
them 

Doctor Patrick's book of prayers (caled ye devout 
Christian) furnished me now — his large form of de- 
votion page 477 * has both thanksgiving and confes- 
sion in it. 

After my time spent thus ; and reading two ser- 
mons that the then Doctor Burnet * preached before 

' The Hearts* Ease ; or a Remedy against all Troubles,^* with a conso- 
latory Disconrse to preyent immoderate Grief for the loss of Friends. 
Lond. 1671. 870. 

' Two sermons before the Lord William Russell, in Newgate, Jnly 20, 
1683, the day before he suffered. ReT. xiT. 13, ^^ And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying imto me. Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours : and their works do follow them." — Psalm zxiii. 4, ** Yea, though 
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yr father the day before he died, and also those i69l. 
sheets of paper that he writ for me, what had 
hapened in discourse between them, you wUl sure 
my child beleve that all I say proceeds from a heart 
& mind put into as good a frame & temper as I 
can bring them to & consequently as free from al 
undue pasions & partialitye ; ful of good will to 
all mankind & especialy to all good soules, having 
truly endevered to set al right, betweene God & my 
own soule — and beleve me the doing so faithfuly 
afords a tranquility & a quiet within that is not to 
be expresed. And yet I must own yt the reading 
Docter Burnet's papers as they must bring fresh be- 
fore my eyes such sad scenes as to my own per^icu- 
lar condition upon earth, so I can't say I ame with- 
out sorowful thoughts, but not murmuring ones I 
hope, I pray that they may not be such and indeed 
it is a mighty help to me, that they should not be 
so, the reasonable groimd I have to hope your 
dear father is happy in a better state, that posibly 
his violent death, might be his punishment for the 
errours of his life, & he is now comforted & joy- 
ful to all Eternity, past al the toyles and tempta. 
tions, and snares and labours of this short life; 
which is our day of exercise probation and tryal, 
fur that to come. O Blessed state where I have ful 
but humble hope to meet againe never to part any 
more, tho the weakest & imworthyst of God's ser- 

I walk through the Talley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 LADY RUSSELL TO 

1691. vants, but we serve a god is pityful and gracious, 
he knows our frames, & has ye compations of a 
father ; and wil alow for such failings as are incident 
to humane frailty, when he sees our hearts sencere ; 
if our conscience do not condemne us, & accept us 
& give us safe & free accesse into his presence; 
tho our conquest of sin be not compleat, yet our 
resolutions & endevors must be to mortifie it in 
every kind; som wil carefuly refrain in som sins, 
but be indulgent, to others, be strict, in som dutys, 
but loose and slack in others ; as if they hop't to ex- 
piate the one by the other, but this wil make us 
liable to inward rebuke, & to open confusion at 
the last : St. Paul says twas his daily practice to 
have a conscience void of offence towards God & 
towards man, and the psalmist says, if I regard 
iniquity in my heart the lord wil not hear my 
praier. 

And now my child beleve your mother, ther is, 
nothing now in this world can touch me very sorely 
but my childrens consemes (bating religion) and 
altho I love your bodys but too wel, yet if my 
heart deceve me not tis as nothing in comparison 
of your more pretious souls. When I have the 
least jealousy that any of you, have ill inclinations, 
or not so good as I wod, gladly have them, or feare 
that you tread tho' never so little out of the right 
path O, how it pierces my soul in fear & anguish 
for yours — if you love or beare any respect for 
the memory of your father do not endanger a sepa- 
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ration from him & me in the next life, but infinitely 1691. 
above al other argument, is this; that we should 
not be ungrateful, to that god, that made us, & 
preserves us; made us be bom into this world, that 
we might be capable of a life to all Eternity, wher 
innocense & happynes last for ever ; to this place of 
joy and blisse, this is our pasage and is to som a 
more rugged than tis to others, for wise ends, by 
providence hid from us now, but when we shal have 
put of these tabernacles of clay, our clarified spirits 
shal tben understand, and admire, adore, & love, 
the wisdome & power & love of God to his crea- 
tures, how lovely wil the beauty of providence be 
to us then, tho now that we see but the dark side 
of the cloud, tis often very black & gloomy to us. 
remember my child & often turn in your mind al 
god's benefits as far as you are able to recount 
them, remember his sending his son to die for our 
sakes ; his leaving us an example howe we should 
lead our lives — what is leading a holy life, you 
find in the Bible, be constant in the reading of it, 
& use yrselfe to make som use of what you read 
before you lay away the book, consider what vertue 
is recomended or what vice is forbid, or what doc- 
trine is taught in that chapter you have there read, 
& think on it often the rest of the day, and doing 
thus you wil in a little while make it habitual to 
you, and when you are once wel read in the holy 
scripture & have wel learned your duty, twil then be 
alwayes about you. get by heart the sermon on the 
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1691. Mount : 6. 6. 7 chap, of St. Mathew. the 17 of St 
John is also a fine chap : to get by heart, so is 8 to 
rom : the 19 & 87. psal : & the 7 penitential ones. 

When you goe to bed before you kneel to pray 
— think a while what has passed that day, and con- 
fesses & blese god accordingly — againe in the morn- 
ing think what is to be done, that day, that you 
can foresee, and anne yourselfe accordingly — and 
doing that, if you should be cut of by sudden death, 
you have as (it) were but one day to answer for 

I wil tel you what I do in these perticulers. 
My method is this 
night & morning before I kneel to pray. I consider 
what has passed that day ; what I have done, & 
what left undone ; or if any perticuler providence 
has befallen me — and then as I hinted before I con- 
fesse & bless God accordingly in my praiers. 

I carry about me a little piece of paper, and writ 
in it aeither at night or in ye morning (if not pre- 
vented) to this effect — Saterday. I took some care 
to day or i was fauty so & so to day — this makes 
one have a better watch & guard over ons selfe al 
that day. 

And then upon Friday morning, when I have 
prayd my usual daily prayers (which have bin most 
constantly for many years those in taler's holy 
living *) before I pray that of intercession pa : S5. 
I stop=and look upon my dayly notes for that 

» Jeremy Taylor's " Holy Living." The editions of this celebrated 
work are so nmneions as to render it difficult to point ont the references. 
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weeke, I recolect my fautes ; consider what care i 169U 
have taken to corect or forsake them — ^but alas when 
we do best we shal find enof to be humbled for — 
therefore I chuse som prayer of confesion most 
times that in talor's holy living page 802. when I 
have done it, I make my resolutions to do better 
for ye time to come, and especialy to watch myselfe 
where i ame most apt to fal, naming in what I ame 
so — then I pray som prayer for grace to keep these 
promises of better obedience — as in pa : 31 — for 
grace to spend our time wel, or page 271, for the 
grace of faith, hope & charity, then I pray the 
dayly prayer of intercession that i left of at in pa : 
35 — ^after this I praise God for al his blessings to 
me & all mankind — on these days I do most times 
the thanksgiving in the comon prayer book, & 
after these words (loving kindness to us & to al 
men) I stop & say ; perticularly for al the blessings 
vouchsafed to me, both spiritual & temporal — as 
that I was bom of Christian parents, not suffered 
to be strangled in the womb, that I was baptized, 
and sence, educated in Christian Religion, I blesse 
thee for al checks of Conscience I have had espe- 
cially those I have profited by — then I proceed to 
name temporal mercies and deliverances especially 
of ye weeke, if nothing yt is remarkable has hap- 
ened, however, i bless him for preserving me & 
mine that week to that time of it. and then 1 goe 
on, I bless thee for our creation preservation &c. — 
close with ye Lords praier. 
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1691. Now when I have done. I take my paper & con- 
sider, what I have been most fauty in this week — as 
wandering in praier — or neglegent in reading— or 
passionat — or envious, or what else. I set it downe 
(in as few words as I can) at the foot of my daily 
notes for that weeke ; and so that is an abridgment 
for the whole weeke, Saterday morning begins the 
next weeke 

And upon the first Friday in every month, or the 
last, just before I use my confession — I look upon 
my notes & consider the actions of the whole 
month, if nothing but comon has happened the less 
examination vrill suffice ; only I take care so to reco- 
lect as may represent any thing that is remarkable 
or great, either to be matter of sorrow, or thenks- 
giving (for other things a general care is proportion- 
able) and make my resolutions accordingly — & when 
i have done my devotions, I set dovme in a book 
(i have to that purpose) at the weekes of that 
month, as i have made an abridgment of them. & 
then I tear my piece of paper & take a new one for 
the next month. 

This gets on a habit of a constant watchfulness ; 
and at sacrament times or at any other time that i 
wod examine myselfe, I find it a great helpe to read 
this. It saves much time in looking back, and ons 
thoughts are lesse distracted, and makes our lives 
more easie to us when we see how we live from one 
sacrament to another. 

And this makes Religion easie, & the mind quiet 
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& ful of tranquility, and tho it may seeme a 1691. 
hard task at first, yet a little use makes it none, tho 
if it be ; for flesh & blood is apt to draw back at 
the times of devotion, & especialy at such like exer- 
cise, yet if it help us to live more innocently, & to 
state things more reverently & usefully, betweene 
God & our souls, no pains is to much but on the 
contrary, doing thus wil upon tryal (I speak it by 
experience) be found lesse paines to such as meane 
to be serious in religion ; & do desire to do thee 
duty wel & with chearfulness ; and is hugely more 
satisfying to the mind, then a more carlesse loose 
way of living is, and no settled method. 

pray do not (without good cause) neglect to pray 
before you goe out of yr chamber and read a chap- 
ter, and let it be your custome also, to read in som 
good book more or less as your time is (but without 
scruple) but asure yrselfe tis good to accustome 
yourselfe to read, tho it be but a leafe or two, and 
likewise to retire in the afternoons, talor has devo- 
tions to this purpose : pa : 39. 

Get also ejaculations by heart for divers times in 
the day, see patrick pa : 274. 

On Sunday see patrick. 198 before church, or 
talor 302. In the aftemoone (if I can) I faile not to 
retire — and use most times, the beginning in talor 
pa : 306 or (as when my time is short, patrick pa : 
35 — then I pray god to accept my praises, and for- 
give my sins of my whole life — the breaches of my 
baptismal vow, my sacramental vows, and al those 

VOL. II. G 
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1691. resolutions i have made at any other time of my 
life of a better obedience — then i pray such prayers 
as I chuse out of talor or patrick, or any other book 
i like or have by me, and in my own words pray for 
any particuler grace or thing I want, & may law- 
fully or wisely desire for myselfe or frind. 

this is the method i have observed for many yeares 
tho weakly & with great imperfections performed, 
at al times. You have a little book writ by talor 
caled the golden grove ;^ out of that & his book of 
holy living I took derections many years agoe. som 
interuptions in this course I have bin tempted to, 
but god in infinit grace to me, by som sicknes or 
other crosse, brought me back to my duty againe. 
when your too wel loved father died, I was then 
indeed very strongly tempted to be lesse in reading 
or prayer, that having befallen me, i had soe 
earnestly prayed might not, but in som time, by 
god*s grace (which he gives to them that aske it in 
faithfulness) I overcame that wile of the devil, and 
considered, why should god alter the course of his 
providence to make me longer hapie in this world, 
it may be his dying workt towards great ends of 
providence ; it might be that his untimely death, 
might be punishment for his sins ; or those of his 
family, and after death he is Blessed for ever more. 
God has said he wil punish to the third & fourth 

* The ** Golden Grove " was written by Taylor during his residence 
at the seat so ealled of Lord Vaughan, Earl of Carbery, in Wales ; the 
&ther of the first husband of Lady Russell. 
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generation but have mercy upon thousands ; but we 1691. 
must obtabe this mercjf, & avert his judgments by 
our cacful walking in his wayes. My bisness is to 
profit by this sore affiction, to seek fer patience ra- 
ther then comfort, & to learne to weane my selfe 
from loving so pasionately any blessing in this 
world, which as I have observed before our living in 
it is our day of exersion probation & tryal for the 
imployment of Heaven. And I can safely say I 
have dismised al the esteemed delights of it, sence 
that stroke, nay, I may add al the innocent plea* 
sures of life I lost with him; but I take that to 
be a faute ; & perhaps is a punishment to me for 
loving a creature too much, tis a sort of idolatry ; 
but stil I feele my soul to sorely touched when any 
of you my children are il, I pray & strive al I can 
against it. 

And now my dear child I have but little more to 
add except to put you in mind to remember this 
life at longest is but short, & how short none can 
tel, but if you live crosses wil come, and pleasures 
wear away — strive to get gospel evedence of ye 
being a child of god, & having a title to the pro- 
mises of eternal life, I cal gospel evedence the being 
able to take my hopes of being saved, by my sen* 
cere endeavours I use to live up to the rule of the 
Bible, therefore read it carefully al your life, learn 
som of it by heart, som I have named. 

Tis this beleve me my deare child, tis the wit- . 
nesse of an honest & good life in the day of trou- 

G 2 
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1691. ble & distresse, no refreshment then but In a wel 
founded hope to enjoy a happy eternity, and to 
what a degree that calmes and sweetens the most 
bitter sorrows is inconcevable by such as have not • 
felt it, as i blesse god i have ever sence I could get 
over the astonishment so great & so sudden a blow ; 
when I ame cast downe with som sad reflections 
what I have lost, I do as soon as I can sum my 
thoughts to consider that in a short time I shal 
leave this world & go to a place, when I shal see 
him who died for me ; I shal then know much of 
the reason of al these providences we do now so 
little understand, and think so severe. I shal meet 
al my pious frinds againe, and what a joy wil it be to 
feele continual springs of pleasure, a perpetual & 
entire quiet in our own minds, no sicknes, no bad 
appetite, no passion shal remaine in us, but a con- 
'stant joy in being extremely good; and that the 
sence that this wil be perpetual must add a freshness 
to that fulnesof joy which could not be entire if we 
did not foresee, wod be endlesse. * O Blessed longed 
for day ; yet I am wiling to continue for your good 
(i think so) but if that care were over, tis very likely 
flesh and blood wod find som other reason to be 
wiling to continue, nature shrinks at the separation 
of soul and body, & ther is a love of living im- 
planted in our natures, and how wel is it that it 
is so to helpe us to endure the crosses and the 
toyles and labours of life, yet I can think of this 
day of death with sweet refreshment & tis plesant- 
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pess to my thoughts. O my beloved children take 1691. 
care we meet againe do but experience the pleasure 
of a wel spent life, & the pure delights of meditat- 
ing on the future state of Eternity, that you may do 
so, & love it, to my last breath you wil have the 
praiers of a truly loving mother ; consider my deare 
that al the inosent delights of life you may take and 
no axietie of mind with it j but if they shut out 
religious thoughts and performances, & devour & 
take up al our time ; then indeed we sin ; and con- 
science wil sting at som time or other, and be a sore 
remembrancer ; and check us in our gaietie» but be 
devout & reguler in your dutys to god — heaven wil 
be secure, and pleasures innosent* 



LADY RUSSELL TO ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON. 

In wants and distresses of all kinds one naturally 
flies to a sure friend, if one is blessed with any 
such. This is the reason of the present address 
to you, which is burdened with this request, if 
you think it fit^ to give the enclosed to the Queen* 
My letter is a petition to her Majesty, to bestow 
upon a gentleman a place that is now fallen by the 
death of Mr, Herbert; it is Auditor of Wales, 
value about 400/. a year. He is, if I do not 
extremely mistake, fit for it, and worthy of it ; he 
is Knight of the Shire for Carmarthenshire: it 
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]6dl. would please me on several accounts, if I obtain it. 
Now everything is so soon chopped upon and gone, 
that a slow way would defeat me, if nothing else 
does; and that I fear from Lord Devonshire if 
he was in town : besides, I should not so distinctly 
know the Queen's, answer, and my success, as I 
shall I know do by your means, if you have 
no scruple to deliver my letter ; if you have, pray 
use me as I do you, and in the integrity of yottr 
heart tell me so. I could send it to Lady Darby ; 
it is only the certainty of some answer makes me 
pitch as I do. Nay, perhaps it were more proper 
to send it to the Queen's Secretary ; but I am not 
versed in the court ways, it is so lately since I have 
loved them. Therefore be free, and do as you 
think most fit. 

I intend not to detain you long ; but the many 
public and signal mercies we have of late received 
axe so reviving, notwithstanding the black and 
dismal scenes which are constantly before me, and 
particularly on these sad months, I must feel the 
compassions of a wise and good God, to these- late 
sinking nations, and to the Protestant interest all 
the world over, and all good people also. I raise 
my spirit all I can, and labour to rejoice in the 
prospect of more happy days, for the time to come, 
than some ages have been blessed with. The good- 
ness of those instruments God has called forth, to 
work this great work by, swells ones hopes. 

Juiy24, 1691. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO QUEEN MARY. 

May it please your Majesty, 

I humbly beg leave to address myself to your 1691. 
Majesty, and to say this truth, that it is a very 
sensible trouble to me, when I do importune your 
Majesty ; yet I do sometimes submit, because I 
would not be quite useless to such as hope for 
some benefit by my means, and I desire to do 
what good I can. 

I know your Majesty feels that life is a labour 
to the highest : but. Madam, you are blessed with 
a portion of goodness big enough to be content 
with it, in order to serve those ends of Providence 
which are certainly wis* and good, though dark to 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

I do, in all humility, ask pardon for my request 
on the behalf of Mr. Richard Vaughan, that he 
may succeed Colonel Herbert (lately killed in Ire- 
land) as Auditor of Wales. He is a lawyer, a 
Welchman, and so well esteemed of in his country, 
that he serves as Knight of the Shire for Car- 
marthenshire.* I believe him every way fit for 
the ofiice, or I should not do so much for him, 
since I think it a great matter to disquiet your 
Majesty in this kind, and could with more joy 

^ Related to Lady Russell's first husband. He was not knight of the 
shire, but represented the town of Carmarthen. 
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1691. pay a considerable duty to your Majesty, than 
receive a proi&t for myself or friend; but my 
meanness and my misfortunes are a bar to all such 
hopes. 

I pray God still to direct and prosper your 
Majesty, preserve the person of the King, and 
bless with success all his designs, and so com- 
plete his blessing and compassions to all good people 
all the world over. The late public mercies fills 
with hopes 

Your Majesty's 

Most humble, most dutiful, 

And most faithful subject. 

July 25, 1691. 



QUEEN MART TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I AM sorry my Lady Russell knows me so little, 
or judges so wrong of the kindness I have for her, 
to think she needs make an excuse for writing to 
me. I shall never think it a trouble to hear from 
you, and should be very glad to do what you 
desire ; but as I was wholly unacquainted with 
the place, and believe there is no great haste in 
the filling it, so I left all who spoke to me at 
liberty to write for themselves ; so that it is likely 
the King may have disposed of it before I could 
let him know your desire. If it comes time enough. 
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I am persuaded he will be as willing to please you J 691. 
in it as I am myself. 

You are very much in the right to believe I have 
cause enough to think this life not so fine a thing as 
it may be otiiers do ; that I lead at present (besides 
the pain I am almost continually in for the King), 
it is so contrary to my own inclination, that it can 
be neither easy nor pleasant ; but I see one is not 
ever to live for one's self. I have had many years 
of ease and content, and was not so sensible of my 
own happiness as I ought, till I lost it ; but I must 
be content with what it pleases God ; and this year 
have reason to praise Him hitherto for the suc- 
cesses in Ireland, the news of which came so quick 
upon one another, that made me fear we had some 
ill to expect from other places ; but I trust in God 
that will not be, though it looks as if we must 
hope for little good either from Flanders or sea. 
The King continues, God be praised, very well; 
and though I tremble at the thoughts of it, yet 
I cannot but wish a battle well over ; and for that 
at sea, I wish it as heartily as Mr. Russell himself. 

I have heard nothing all this while of your peti- 
tion, which I am sorry for, wishing for any occasion 
to show how really I am, and always shall be 
Your very affectionate friend, 

Marie R. 

WhitehaU,JuIy 30, 1691. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY (SUPPOSED) ALINGTON.' 

1691. My dear sister, I have not yet had resolution to 
speak to you this way, nor know I now what to 
say. Your misfortune is too big to hope that any- 
thing I offer can allay the present rage of your 
sorrow. I pray for you, and I pity you, which is 
. all I can do ;, and that I do most feelingly, not 
knowing how soon your case may be mine ; and I 
want from you, what I would most willingly fur- 
nish you with — some consolation and truce from 
your extreme lamentation. 

I hope that by this time your reason begins to 
get a power over your wasted spirits, and that you 
will let nature relieve herself. She will do it, if 
you do not obstruct her. There is a time and 
period for all things here. Nature will first pre- 
vail, but as soon as we can, we must think what 
is our duty, and pursue it as well as we are able. 
I beseech God to teach you to submit to this 
unlooked for, and in appearance sadly severe. Pro- 
vidence, and endue you with a quiet spirit, to 
wait for the day of consolation, when joy will be 
our portion to all eternity : in that day we shall 
meet again all our pious friends; all that have 

* It is very doubtful whether this letter was written to Lady Aling- 
ton. In the MSB. at Wobum there are several from this lady to Mr. 
Thornton : no mention is made of her daughter's death ; nor does the 
peerage mention the occurrence. 
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died in their innocence, and with them live a life 1691. 
of innocence and purity and gladness for ever. Fit 
your thoughts with these undoubted truths, my 
dear sister, as much and as often as is possible. 
I know no other cure for such diseases : nor shall 
we miss one, if we endeavour, with God''s grace 
assisting, which He certainly gives to such as ask. 
God give you refreshments. I am. 

Your, &c. 

Oct. 10, 1691. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. OWEN. 

Sir, 

How welcome the question I have to ask you 
will be, I know not, but I am much mistaken if 
the answer be not to my satisfaction. 

I have had advice, and that but very lately, that 
my Lord Cavendish's friends intends to set him up 
for Westminster. He is come over, and now with 
me. I know you were invited by your friends 
to stand, and therefore suppose you have had an 
intent to do so. How far you are engaged, I 
know not, nor how strong you find your interest. 
I do very well remember you asked me to speak 
to my Lord Bedford for his; I did it, and his 
answer was, he wished you a Parliament-man with 
all his heart, because he thought you would vote 
well for your country ; but having appeared for 
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1691. Phil. Howard, he did not care to be forward in 
opposing him if he stood. Now I have heard 
nothing of your concerns since this, and my Lord 
Bedford was so favourable in the matter, that he 
meant to move no way in it, till now he under- 
stands that Lord Cavendish looks after it. You 
may believe he cordially assists him : Lord Clare 
does so too, who else assisted Mr. Bridgman, but 
he now wants none, having submitted to a signi- 
fication given him not to pretend to stand if Lord 
Cavendish did, it being of great concernment that 
he should not be baffled. Sir Stephen Fox thinks 
no more of it neither, for as soon as Lord Caven- 
dish was named, he gave it up.^ Now, Mr. Owen, 
if you can think fit to give an example, and declare 
you wish Lord Cavendish well in this thing, and 
as much as you can, give your interest to him* 
I find it is believed all others who have preten- 
sions will do so too, except Bonithon, who I hear 
intends to stand it out to the last, upon a pure 
Tory interest ; therefore I would fain have it come 
to a fair trial of skill between the two parties, 
which it cannot so well do, if Lord Cavendish be 
not singly at the head of one of them, and that I 
reckon he will be if you desist. And, indeed, it 
would be too great a gratification to the Tories to 
recover at Westminster what they have so lately 
lost in the city, I mean their credit in elections. 

* In the Parliament 1689-90, Sir Stephen Fox was Member for West- 
minster, and in 1695; in the latter Lord Cavendish was Member for Derby. 
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Now, Mr. Owen, I should be glad of your 1691. 
opinion honestly in this matter; you must think 
that I am greatly concerned in it, and perhaps 
depended on in relation to you, who are more 
my acquaintance than you are to any of Lord 
Devonshire's family. I would by no means in the 
world have my Lord Cavendish contest in this 
matter and lose it, now at his first entrance into 
the world ; but the good will of so many persons 
of quality and so approved of by his Majesty is 
not to be neglected neither; and I believe the 
good his father did in the House of Commons, 
when he was Lord Cavendish, will be of advantage 
to this. And it will not hurt his interest that he is 
married to my Lord Russell's daughter. 

All these things you can weigh much juster than 
I can lay them before you; and you know your 
strength, and what may weaken it, if you please 
to consider it, and when you have done so, if 
you resolve to oppose us, tell me ingenuously as 
much, and if you please, your reasons against my 
Lord's standing, and for your own, it will oblige. 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Oct. 23, 1691. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO QUEEIT MARY. 

May it please your Majesty, 
1691. The King's safe return into England is so great 
a subject for rejoicing, with all the other mercies 
of this year, as it gives me courage to take upon me 
to congratulate to your Majesty so blessed and so 
desired a providence, most especially to yourself, 
and then to all your people, that^the intolerable 
temper of envy and faction does not influence: 
blessed be God that their fault becomes their 
punishment. 

My mind being, as it ought to be, as full of the 
present public joy as I am capable of, I am un- 
willing to put anything in this paper that is of 
little moment, or looks like a particular interest. 
But, because I am very tender of multiplying these 
kind of troubles to your Majesty, and am also 
encouraged from your being pleased to take notice 
I had not presented my petition, that I had humbly 
asked leave to do, I have at last put it into my 
Lady Darby's* hands to present to your Majesty 
if you give leave. I could not before now get it 
done fit (as I thought) to shew to your Majesty ; 
and now I have, considering the King's coming 
was so near you would not order any dispatch to 

' Most probably. Lady Elizabeth Butler, daughter to Thomas, Earl of 
Ossory, and wife of William Richard George, ninth Earl of Darby. 
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a business like this, I have addressed my petition 169K 
to his Majesty ; and if I may obtain so much grace 
as your Majesty to recommend it to the King, I 
cannot doubt my success, though my request was 
much bigger than it is* 

But if this is too much to ask, I humbly hope 
my fault may not be too great for your Majesty's 
forgiveness to your Majesty's 

Most dutiful and most obedient subjects 

Wobome Abbey, Oct. 23, 1691. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY DARBY. 

As my Lady Darby is never wanting, so I hope 
she is never weary of doing good and charitable 
offices. This that I am now asking from her is 
of the last degree to me, it being, that my poor 
child may have the honour and advantage of your 
protection, and kind prudent advice, now at her 
first entrance into the world. She has (I think) 
wit enough to take well either caution or reproof 
from your Ladyship, and she is unexperienced 
enough to want it, and never been till now from 
too fond a mother, I doubt. My Lord Devon- 
shire has called her out of my sight a little sooner 
than I thought we should have parted, my Lady 
Devonshire not being in town ; but my Lord gives 
me so good a reason for it (as the Queen's being 
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1691. best pleased it should be so) that if I had authority 
to do it, I would not keep her, since I would 
have all that's mine to pay, as I will ever do, a 
free obedience to all her Majesty's orders. I be- 
lieve she will quite lose her credit for a dancer, 
for I find she cannot walk one dance out, it is 
so long since she learnt, and she will have so little 
time to practise, but I encourage her to be con- 
tent to do ill, rather than do nothing when the 
Queen bids her do something. She will still grow 
better I hope, every way a great while, I beg a 
thousand, pardons of my Lady Darby for so long a 
trouble now, and so lasting an one as I have taken 
the liberty to ask of her; but a mother's concern 
will, I trust, excuse all the importunities of one 
that is, with true and great respect, 
Oct. 28, 1691. Your Ladyship's, 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I AM so fully persuaded that Dr. Fitzwilliam 
knows my thoughts towards him, that I have never 
doubted he could misinterpret my receiving so well 
as I did, his kind inquiry after us, that morning I 
left Stratton; but when I read your note, verily 
meaning to write a few lines to thank you, I 
gave no answer for the man, and so I guess he 
went without any ; for I was, by one business or 
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another, so hurried the rest of the time I stayed, 1692. 
that I never remembered what was incumbent on 
me, and not being put in mind, left it undone, to 
my vexation when I did remember it. 

The solemnity of the time, when I was come 
here, made me delay till the next week writing to 
you, and then not taking the first post of that 
next, my thoughts grew too intent upon the sea 
affairs, to write letters: but God's holy name be 
ever praised for the happy close of that great 
business, which is marvellous in our eyes. May 
our praises and thanksgivings in some measure cor- 
respond to the good we have received, and that 
our biggest acknowledgments may not be expressed 
in ringing of bells and making of bonfires ; but in 
recounting his many, and wonderful, and glorious 
mercies, and in carefully walking more obediently 
to his laws, which is all we can return to our bene- 
factor. 

Notwithstanding our differences in some things, 
I am sure Doctor Fit^william joins his thanks- 
givings with me in this victory ^ over that proud 

* The Battle of La Hogae. The historian of the House of Rnssell 
thus records his feelings on standing on the same spot where James wit- 
nessed the conflict : **' The writer has stood beside the little Norman 
church of Querqueyille, on the selfsame spot which James selected to 
Tiew the issue of the battle ; and, as he looked over the green waters 
that dashed around the isles of Marcoa, near which the destiny of the 
three kingdoms was determined, felt all the exultation of an Englishman 
at the death-blow which was then dealt to the conjoined energies of 
bigotry, tyranny, and superstition. James himself, though so fetally inte- 
rested in that day^s decision, could not suppress his admiration when he 

VOL. II. H 
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1692. persecutor of the Protestant religion. The ex- 
press this morning tells us, that the twelve ships 
Admiral Russell had pursued to the French shore 
were all burnt ; the six biggest on Monday night, 
and the six less on Tuesday morning, with all their 
guns and anununition ; six were three-deck ships, 
and the other six, the least was of sixty guns. 
The fleet is now divided into three parts : the 
Admiral with one to Brest, to try if he can do 
anything there ; one of the less is to go to east- 
ward, to look after six French ships said to be gone 
that way ; and the other to cross between England 
and Dunkirk, I believe your newspapers at Chil- 
tem tell you all, but being there is nothing newer, 
I would do it too ; and as one can say nothing hut 



saw how boldly the English seamen climbed from their little shallops the 
high sides of the French vessels. VoUa ! mes Anglais^ comme Us se hattad 
bien ! Bnt it was with slow steps, and all that melancholy mien for 
which his &mily was distinguished, that he retired from that rasdc 
churchyard to bury in the convent of La Trappe the memory of lus 
banished greatness." The pencil of M. Schetzky has illustrated this me- 
morable victory, in the laige picture now at Wobum Abbey, and the pen 
of Addison has thus recorded the Admiral's valour. 

** Here RussePs actions should my muse require ; 
And, would roy strength but second my desire, 
I 'd all his boundless bravery rehearse, 
And draw his cannons thundering in my verse ; 
High on the deck should the great leader stand, 
Wrath in his look, and lightning in his hand ; 
Like Homer^s Hector where he flung his fire 
Amidst a thousand ships, and made all Greece retire." 

Addison to the King, 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. FITZWILLIAM. 99 

what would be dull, after what I have said, I will 1692. 
conclude this from, 

Your friend and servant. 

May 26, 1692. 

If Mrs. Napier is brought to bed, I would be 
glad to know it. And, good Doctor, present my 
service to Lady Worsley and Sir Robert. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I wiLl. say but little for myseK, why you were so 
long without hearing from me, yet I could say much 
to my justification, but am more willing to come to 
the more touching and serious part of your last 
letter ; not but I should be very sorry, indeed, if 
I suspected you had a thought I were imworthy 
towards you ; I dare say you raise none upon ap- 
pearances, and other reason you shall never have. 
In short, my daughter Cavendish being iU, carried 
me twice a day to Arlington House, where I 
stayed till twelve and one o'clock at night, and 
much business, being near leaving London, and 
my eyes serving me no longer by candle-light, 
which perhaps was the biggest let of all, and hin- 
dered my doing what I desired and ought to do. 

But to come to the purpose of yours, which I 
received the 13th of this lamentable month, the 

H 2 
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1692. very day of that hard sentence pronounced against 
my dear friend and husband : it was the fast day, 
and so I had the opportunity of retiring without 
any taking notice of it, which pleases me best. 
What shall I say, Doctor? That I do live by 
your rules ? No, I should lie. I bless God it 
has long been my purpose, with some endeavour, 
through mercy, to do it. I hope I may conclude 
I grieve without sinning; yet I cannot attain to 
that love of God, and submission to all his pro- 
vidences, that I can rejoice in; however, I bless 
Him for his infinite mercy, in a support that is 
not wrought from the world (though my heart is 
too much bound up in the blessings I have yet 
left) ; and I hope chiefly He has enabled me to 
rejoice in Him as my everlasting portion, and in 
the assured hope of good things in the other 
world. 

Good Doctor, we are travelling the same way, 
and hope, through mercy, to meet at the same 
happy end of all our labours here, in an eternal 
rest; and it is of great advantage to that attain- 
ment, communicating pious thoughts to each other ; 
nothing on this side heaven goes so near to it:: 
and being where God is, it is heaven. If He be 
in our hearts there will be peace and satisfaction, 
when one recollects the happiness of such a state 
(which, if my heart deceives me not, I hope is 
mine), and I wiU try to experience more and more 
that blessed promise — " Come unto me all ye that 
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are heavy laden, and I will give you ease." This 1692. 
day and this subject inclines me to be very long, 
and might to another be too tedious ; but I know it 
is not so to Dr. Fitzvdlliam, who uses to feast in 
the house of mourning. However, my time to 
open my chamber door is near; and I take some 
care not to affect in these retirements. In all cir- 
cumstances I remain, 

Sir, 
Your constantly obliged friend and servant, 
Jidy 21, 1692. 



LADY BUSSELL TO RACHEL LADY CAVENDISH. 

1692. 
I DID not think to have scribbled so soon again 
to you; but the letters I receive telling me so 
much of your sister's being to marry my Lord 
Rosse {Roos), I am not easy you should be a stranger 
to what ground there is for it, which is a very Httle 
yet. Two or three days before I left London, Lady 
Northampton proposed it. I took a little time to 
consider, and then told her I would entertain it, if 
my Lord would like my terms ; and so I left it, 
making no great account of it : yet, if I had had a 
good opportunity, I had told you, but did not think 
it worth the while to ask you an audience for it. I 
did ask Lady Devonshire what sort of youth he was. 
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1692. 1 heard, about a week after I was in the country. 
Lord Rutland wrote word that he took my offer for 
a civil put-off: but this day I have a renewing : he 
is very eager, and seems to be very generous. As I 
know more, you shall ; but, if you are asked, say if 
there be any such thing, it is in no forwardness, 
you believe. I hardly see what I write, and my 
eyes won't endure to do it by a candle. I hate 
repetition also. 

Your affectionate mother. 

Sunday. 
For lady Cavendish. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. 

Wobum Abbey. Aug. 17, 1692. 

My Lord, 

Although I know it to be a very unnecessary thing 
to express my mind in writing, when Mr. Charlton 
will be content to deliver it to your Lordship in his 
own words (which I am sensible would be to my 
advantage), yet since the concern is so dear to 
me, and I feel myself so affected with all he tells 
me of your favour to me and my circumstances^ 
I choose this way to own I am obliged by your 
Lordship's declaring that you will make me as 
easy in the payment of my daughter's portion as I 
can desire, if I agree to give what my Lord Devon- 
shire had, believing (because I say it) that I never 
offered less, but from the reason that it was too 
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hard upon me to do so much; and, upon my word, 1692. 
my Lord, I had no other, nor can have towards 
your Lordship, who is so well able to make what 
settlements you please; and also being my in- 
tentions have ever been (as my affection is) so in 
all other things to be as equal to them both as God 
enabled me to be, but not to bind myself to be so ; 
but I find I must do more in respect to my Lord 
Rutland, and to meet him in his generous way 
of acting than I meant to do, or would do to 
any other; and therefore, my Lord, I do not 
hesitate to declare I did make up (what my Lord 
Bedford gave his grandchild) 25,000Z, to Lord 
Devonshire. I only had four years' time to pay 
the last 5,000Z., and that I will make up the last 
sum to my Lord Rutland, being he is pleased in my 
regard, to accept of such times of payment as 
I can make it in, as 15,000/. down, and 10,000/. 
at my death : or if your Lordship likes it better, 
to make it appear I will do all I can, I will pay 
5,000/. at the end of so many years as that be agreed 
upon, and so leave but 5,000/. to pay at my death ; 
and I will demand no more years' forbearance than 
the very short leases of my London houses expiring ; 
this I mention to demonstrate how ready I am to do 
the whole if I could. Mr. Charlton says your 
Lordship will settle 12,000/. a year, and make all 
other settlements upon the young people, according 
to those I had from my Lord Devonshire, which 
being to my Lord Bedford's satisfaction and my 
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1692. own, there is nothing left for me to lengthen this 
trouble to your Lordship, besides this profession, 
that I am, with great respect. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble Servant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. 

Wobnm Abbey, Sept. 8, 1692. 

My Lord, 

Good Mr. Charlton came hither yesterday, and 
found us all engaged to dine eight or ten miles from 
home, which has made him detain your Lordship's 
servant till this morning, that I might not want 
this opportunity to present my Lord of Bedford's 
and my most humble service to your Lordship, and 
then by commission from our friend Mr. Charlton, 
to let you know that Lord Bedford has told him, 
that if God sees good that the treaty shall proceed 
so far as marriage, though he should be at London, 
he will most readily meet my Lord of Rutland at 
Wobum, to solemnise it there> if your Lordship 
does not alter your present intention to be at Lon- 
don, or near it, as to privacy, that is approved 
of, wherever such ceremonies are performed. Mr. 
Charlton tells me that the paper I sent him of what 
conditions we had from my Lord Devonshire is 
approved of by your Lordship, except in one 
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instance, as that of provisions for younger sons, 1692. 
which is an article will not be disputed with your 
Lordship. I cannot recollect anything more I can 
now speak to very particularly till counsel has met, 
which I will endeavour shall be as soon as they will 
find it convenient to do it ; and when we compass 
that some determination will very quickly follow ; 
and let that be as it will, I am for ever engaged to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble servant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OP RUTLAND. 

Wobume Abbey, Oct. 3, 1692. 

My Lord, 

It is now about ten days ago that Mr. Charlton 
sent me a letter from your Lordship, and on Friday 
last gave me himself those papers you had desired 
he would take the care of* Among them is that 
you are pleased to sign with your own hand^ I 
can, my Lord, truly affirm this, that I never read a 
letter of yours, or hear what Mr. Charlton says, 
when he comes from Belvoir, but I find myself 
under some new obligation to my Lord Rutland, 
and that puts me under all the disposition that can 
be to please your Lordship in everything that I can 
possibly, without such extreme inconvenience as I 
know your Lordship would not choose to put 
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1692. me to ; this I say in respect of time of the general 
sums that is to be paid, which I hope Mr. Charlton 
has so represented to your Lordship, that you believe 
I will strive to accommodate that matter to your 
Lordship's liking as well as my own, as near as 
I can do it: and being your hope does so kindly 
desire the perfecting that treaty now between us, I 
will most certainly employ myself to that purpose ; 
and it is in order to be that sooner in a capacity to 
do so, that I send a messenger with this, in which I 
design to oflTer a few things to your Lordship's more 
mature consideration than mine is: the principal 
ia this — whether your Lordship does not think we 
owe this to the young couple, that they should see 
one another a little more than they have done (and 
so at least guess at each other's humour, before we 
venture to make them, as I hope they shall be, a 
happy couple), since if your Lordship does so — be- 
cause I take it for granted that must not happen at 
London, but Woburn — I conclude it is fit your 
Lordship should know the time we have to do it in, 
which is no longer than this month lasts, the begin- 
ning of the next being the constant time of Lord 
Bedford's removing. I perceive Mr. Charlton's 
2eal that it should be so has made him hope that 
a very few weeks more would bring all to a 
close; and I know my Lord of Bedford, though 
the Parliament will be sitting, and himself the most 
regular in all his motions of any man I ever saw, 
yet would lengthen his stay here to compliment 
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your Lordship, if he saw any sort of prospect to 1692. 
compass by doing so what we desire ; but I believe 
we have convinced our friend Mr. Charlton that it 
will have a just contrary effect, and prevent so early 
a conclusion to our treaty as we may otherwise get, 
considering that your Lordship, my Lord Bedford, 
and myself are in the country, and the lawyers in 
London, who have the business in their hands. 
When I get thither, I promise your Lordship I will 
be a diligent solicitor, and if I would be there 
before my Lord of Bedford, if I should not leave 
him too much alone, his daughter Lady Margaret 
Russell leaving him this week, who she loves very 
tenderly with great reason, and was never parted 
from her before, and if my children leave him also, 
he would be so much alone ; and I owe him so 
much duty, and pay it with so much affection to 
behave myself so unkindly to him ; and besides 
I can be of no use yet in London, for your Lordship's 
writings are not to be there till the ^th of this 
month, and they will take some time to be read in, 
and when the term is begun, your Lordship knows 
how little time lawyers will give to those who come 
to their chambers ; but I will suffer no delay I can 
prevent, and when all is ready, your Lordship may 
yourself appoint what day Wobum shall have the 
honour to receive you and my lady, and all your 
company; and I hope to order it without much 
trouble to my Lord of Bedford, who will come 
upon this occasion with so good a will to think 
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I692.it any. Mr. Charltx)!! bid me tell your Lordship 
he is ready upon notice to meet Lord Rosse at 
Northampton^ or, if your Lordship require it, even 
at Belvoir ; but I believe he would be glad he were 
summoned before the King leaves, though he says 
he is resolved to lay all things aside to serve your 
Lordship ; but I believe it would be a hard thing to 
make good then. I have made this so tedious a 
paper to read, that I will hasten to sign myself, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble 

And obliged Servant. 

Give me leave to add this, that Lord Bedford 
hopes Lord Rosse will visit without ceremony, for 
if he does, he knew he ought to receive him so, and 
he is ill prepared to do so, being so near removing 
to London ; and, however, we think privacy much 
better, but everything is left to your Lordship's 
better judgment. 



QUEEN MARY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I CONFESS myself lazy enough in writing, yet 
that has not hindered my answering Lady Russell's 
letter, but staying for Mr. Russell's own answer, to 
which you referred me. 

I have seen him this day, and find he is resolved 
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to be Mr. Russell still ; I could not press him 1692. 
farther in a thing he seemed so little to care for, so 
there is an end of that matter. Whether the King 
will think I have done it enough or no I cannot tell, 
but it is not in my nature to compliment, which 
makes me always take people at their words. I 
was glad to hear Lord Bedford is so well, and that 
your eyes are no worse. 

You are so taken up I hear with your daughter's 
marriage, that I will not make my letter any longer ; 
besides it is easier to say many things than to write 
them, and at present I have not much time ; I hope 
soon to have more by the King's coming, who 
I expect in a few days, if it please God to give 
good weather for his journey. 

I shall say no more now, but assure you nobody 
can more sincerely wish you all imaginable satis- 
faction in what you are about, and all things else, 
than I do, who am really, and will show myself on 
all occasions. 

Your very aflTectionate friend, 

Marie R. 

Whitehall, Oct 18, 1692. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

While I can see at all, I must do a little more 
than I can when God sees it best that outward dark- 
ness shall fall upon me, which will deprive me of all 
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1692. society at a distance, which I esteem exceeding 
profitahle and pleasant ; hut still I have full hope I 
shall rejoice in that He will not deny me his great 
grace to strcDgthen me with might, by his Spirit in 
the inner man. Then I shall walk in the right way, 
till I reach the joys of eternal endurance. 

1 must ever thank my friends for their good 
thoughts of me ; if I know my own heart, you are 
just to me in those that concern that affair ; my poor 
child must have a part, if it take effect. My daily 
prayers are to be directed by his Holy Spirit, and 
that it may proceed or fall as He in mercy sees 
it best. I cannot write long enough together, to 
say much to the argument you do gently hint your 
mind concerning it. He has been here a week, and 
there appears no disposition in him that is blame- 
able, though his age is not enough to compose him 
skilful in disguise, and so with art to conceal his 
inclinations; neither are his tender years proof 
against impressions, and imbibing bad as well as 
good* The gentleman you mentioned was with 
him, and, I believe, has done well his duty. His 
want of complaisance gives me no prejudice, or so 
little, that if he were my son, I would put him into 
his hands from me, for some time to the university, 
where I think our nobility should pass some of their 
time ; it has been for many years ' neglected ; I 
must use that term, because I think it a proper one. 

' Lord Tavistock was sent in the following 3'ear to the University of 
Oxford. 

« 
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We are, God prospering our intentions, as near 1692* 
our remove to London, as the middle of this month 
is to us, where I should hope to meet Lady Gains- 
borough, but that your last hints nothing of it. 
Pray present my most humble service unto her, and 
continue just to me, in believing me to be 

Your faithful and affectionate friend to serve you. 

Nov. 6, 1692. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

The kindest marks you can give me, good Doctor, 
of your having me in your thoughts, I received as 
you designed I should, before, and yet very near 
the day that I must ever give a solemn regard 
to ; but, alas ! my bad eyes serve me now so little 
that I could not read your papers, and tell you that 
I had done so in one day. It is mortifying, yet I 
hope I do not repine, but, on the contrary, rejoice 
in the goodness of my God to me, that when I feared 
the utter loss of sight, has let me thus long see the 
light, and by it given me time to prepare for that 
day of bodily darkness^ which perhaps must soon 
overtake me. And what a grace is it that I should 
first settle my two daughters, as I expect to do ! 

* Her apprehensions of loss of sight were happily remored by a suc- 
cessful operation for a cataract. 
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1693. though as near as we take this in hand to be, it may 
never take effect, nay, shall not (if God is pleased 
to grant my request) unless it be a thing pleasing 
in his sight, and which his blessing shall go along 
with. 

I am apt to say, unless they shall be happy in it, 
but I find a distinction to be made between being 
pleasing in God's sight, and their being happy, as 
we term it, that is, being full of worldly enjoy- 
ments, and taking excessive delight in their enjoy- 
ments. This God may withhold in mercy to their 
future good. So that J consider, if the act is ac- 
ceptable to Him, all shall work to their good (if 
they love and serve Him), but whether by a prospe- 
rous, pleasant gale, or struggling with stormy 
weather, that I matter not so much, their eternal 
interest being my care. And this I beg your 
joining with me in hearty prayer for. I thank you, 
Sir, for the meditation so choicely provided for me, 
who must remember my feeble sight, since it re- 
members me, who will be 

Your constant and obliged friend and servant. 
Wobum Abbey, July 25, 1693. 
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SIR JAMES FORBES^ TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Madam^ 

I could not miss this opportunity of giving your 1693. 
Ladyship some account of Lord Ross and Lady 
Ross's journey,* and their reception at Belvoir, 
which looked more like the progress of a King and 
Queen through their country, than that of a bride 
and bridegroom's going home to their father's house. 
At their first entry into Leicestershire, they were 
received by the High Sheriff at the head of all the 
gentlemen of the country, who all paid their re- 
spects, and complimented the lady bride at Harbo- 
rough. She was attended next day to this place by 
the same gentlemen, and by thousands of other 
people, who came from all places of the country to 
see her, 'and to wish them both joy, even with 
huzzas and acclamations. 

As they drew near to Belvoir, our train increased, 
with some coaches, and with fresh troops of alder- 
men, and corporations, besides a great many cler- 

' The gentleman by whom Lord Cavendish sent his offers of assist- , 
ance to Lord Rnssell, after his condemnation. He was one of the personii; 
examined in 1689, before the Committee of the House of Commons for 
the inspection of the trials of those who had suffered for the Rye House 
Plot. His examination proves how much he was at that time in the inti- 
macy of the Duke of Monmouth, and those with whom he associated. 
— ^e State Trials, by Howell, vol ix. p. 961. 

* Lady Russell^s second daughter, Catharine, was married to John, Lord 
Ross (afterwards second Duke of Rutland, K.G.), on Aug. 17, 1693. 

VOL. II. I 
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1693. gymen, who presented the bride and bridegroom 
(for so they are still called) with verses upon their 
happy marriage. 

1 cannot better represent their first arrival at Bel- 
voir, than by the Wobum song that Lord Bedford 
liked so well ; for at the gate were four-and-twenty 
fiddlers all in a row ; four-and-twenty trumpeters, 
with their tan tara ra ra's ; four-and-twenty ladies, 
and as many parsons ; and in great order they went 
in procession to the great apartment, where the 
usual ceremony of saluting and wishing of joy 
passed, but still not without something represented 
in the song, as very much tittle-tattle, and fiddle- 
fiddle. After this the time passed away till supper 
in visiting all the apartments of the house, and in 
seeing the preparations for the sack-posset, which 
was the most extraordinary thing I did ever see, and 
much greater than it was represented to be. After 
supper, which was exceeding magnificent, the whole 
company went in procession to the great hall ; the 
bride and bridegroom first, and all the rest in order, 
two and two ; there it was the scene opened, and the 
great cistern appeared, and the healths began ; first 
in spoons, some time after in silver cups; and 
though the healths were many, and great variety of 
names given to them, it was observed after one 
hour's hot service, the posset did not sink above one 
inch, which made my Lady Rutland call in all the 
family, and then upon their knees the bride and 
bridegroom's health, with prosperity and happiness. 
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was drunk in tankards brim -full of sack- posset. 16^3. 
This lasted till past 12 o'clock, &c. 
Madam^ 
Your most humble and faithful servant, 
J. Forbes. 

1693. 



ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Lambeth House, Aug. 26, 1693. 

Madam, 

Though nobody rejoices more than myself in the 
happiness of your Ladyship and your children, yet 
in the hurry in which you must needs have been, I 
could not think it fit for to give you the disturbance 
so much as of a letter, which otherwise had, both in 
friendship and good manners, been due upon this 
great occasion. But now that busy time is, in a 
good measure, over, I cannot forbear, after so many 
8^ I am sure have been before me, to congratulate 
with your Ladyship this happy match of your 
daughter ; for so I heartily pray it may prove, and 
have great reason to believe it will, because I cannot 
but look upon it as part of the comfort and 
reward of your patience and submission to the 
will of God, under that sorest and most heavy 
affliction that could have befallen you ; and when 
God sends and intends a blessing, it shall have no 
sorrow or evil with it. 

I 2 
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1693. I entreat my Lord Ross and his Lady to accept of 
my humble service, and my hearty wishes of great 
and lasting happiness. 

My poor wife is at present very ill, which goes 
very near me ; and having said this, I know we shall 
have your prayers. I entreat you to give my 
humble service to my Lord of Bedford, and my 
Lord Cavendish and his Lady. I could, upon 
several accounts, be melancholy, but I will not upon 
so joyful an occasion. I pray God to preserve and 
bless your Ladyship, and all the good family at 
Wobum, and to make us all concerned to prepare 
ourselves with the greatest care for a better life. 
I am, with all true respect and esteem. 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most faithful 

And most humble servant, 

Jo. Cant. 



LADT RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

You will be so just to me, good Doctor, as never 
to mistrust my silence; if I did not believe so, I 
should be in some pain now, having two letters from 
you by me, that if I am not very unworthy will make 
me take a pleasure to say something in return of so 
much good will ; and it is then an ill mark not to 
have writ in so long a time, being I know none but 
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what are self-lovers enough to do what pleases 1693. 
them. Yet so has been my case, I would have been 
glad to have conversed with you, good Doctor, but 
could not, as my present circumstances are. Here- 
tofore, whatever engagements I had a days, the 
nights were free to me ; but my ill eyes can now 
not serve me at all, when once a candle is lighted ; 
so that since Lord Rutland came hither, I have been 
mistress of no time ; if I had, I should not have 
lived in a continual noise and hurry as I have done. 
I did excuse my going to Belvoir with all the com- 
pany, but followed them before I had acquitted 
myself of all my formal congratulations ; for if I do 
more than a very little at a time, I find my eyes ache, 
and that I am sure is naught, and a little sight is 
too precious a good to be neglected. 

I thank you, sir, for all your thoughts on the 
subject which filled mine this last year, but I cannot 
attempt to say anything in return ; it would be too 
long a discourse for me this way. I hope I have 
done my duty well to my daughters, and that they 
shall enjoy a lasting happiness ; but above all, my 
prayer is, that the end of their faith may be the sal- 
vation of their souls ; that they may be endued with 
such graces here, as may fit them for the glories of 
the state hereafter. 

K your retirement pleases you, indeed, and that 
you do not deceive yourself, I have nothing to say 
against it, if your health does not abate, which cer- 
tainly will, if your mind does not agree perfectly 
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1693. with what your will has chosen : let that be a timely 
monitor to you. Man is a sociable creature, and 
you by disposition are made for it, and by the acci- 
dents of your life ever used to it, so that it is very 
new to you to be very solitary long together ; and 
while you have a competency. Doctor, deny not 
yourself the innocent, nay the profitable comforts of 
life. I apprehend but one inconveniency, if you do 
a little less sequester yourself, and that I hope you 
are of a more temperate spirit than to draw on your- 
self ; but you are best judge. I exceed my bounds 
exceedingly, for I take little paper to-night, no more 
than one side, not to turn over, for if I do, this is 
the issue. Farewell, good Doctor, for this time. 
I am constantly, your friend to serve you. 
Sept. 18, 1693. 



ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Lambeth House, Oct 13, 1693. 

1 HAVE forborne. Madam, hitherto, even to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your Ladyship's letter, 
and your kind concernment for mine and my wife's 
health, because I saw how unmerciful you were to 
your eyes in your last letter to me; so that I should 
certainly have repented the provocation I gave you 
to it by mine, had not so great and good an occa- 
sion made it necessary. 
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I had intended this morning to have sent Mr, 1693. 
Vernon * to Wobum, to have inquired of your 
Ladyship's health, having but newly heard, that 
since your return from Belvoir a dangerous fever 
had seized upon you. But yesterday morning at 
council I had happily met with Mr. Russell, who to 
my great joy, told me, that he hoped that danger 
was over; for which I thank God with all my heart, 
because I did not know how fatal the event might 
be, after the care and hurry you have been in, and 
in so sickly a season. 

The King's return is now only hindered by con- 
trary winds. I pray God to send him safe to us, 
and to direct him what to do when he is come. I 
was never so much at my wit's end concerning the 
public. God only can bring us out of the labyrinth 
we are in, and I trust He will. 

My wife gives her most humble service and 
thanks to you for your concernment for her, and 
does rejoice equally vrith me for the good news of 
your recovery. 

Never since I knew the world, had I so much 
reason to value my friends. In the condition I now 
am, I can have no new ones ; or, if I could, I can 
have no assurance that they are so. I could not at 
a distance believe, that the upper end of the world 

> Perhaps James Vernon, afterwards Secretary of State, whose letters 
mention several interviews with Mr. Rassell, afterwards Earl of Orford. 
— Letters Illnstrative of the Reign of William III. edited by J. P. James. 
3 vols. 8vo. 1841. 
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1693. was so hollow as I find it. I except a very few, of 
whom I can believe no ill till I plainly see it. 

I have ever earnestly coveted your letters ; but 
now I do as earnestly beg of you to spare them for 
my sake, as well as your own. With my very hum- 
ble service to my good Lord of Bedford, and to all 
yours, and my hearty prayers to God for you all, I 
remain. 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obliged 

And obedient servant, 

Jo. Cant, 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Soatham Honse^ 15 Jan. 
I AM SO various in my resolves that now I am 
sorry I have forbid what you meant to do, and have 
stayed at Southampton House in hopes my letter 
would be too late to prevent that afiair. I do now, 
if God permit, fixly purpose to leave this place 
Monday next. At the end of my letter I will 
say more to this matter. My humble service to 
Lord Rutland, and abundance of thanks for the 
valuable present of his picture, and I will not mur- 
mur at my stay how I shall see it, and also our 
Sunday tea drinking. Lady Sunderland's present 
will not require, I think, a letter. I think in rela- 
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tion to the value I am sure it will not. She found 1694. 
the gauze and the woman had six shillings, — would 
not pay for yours because she says it was to be but 
a guinea; but Lady Sunderland and Mrs. Eden 
saying it was cheap at twenty-seven shillings, down 
it is gone. Lady Sunderland went yesterday to 
Twickenham — ^pretty well. If you do write once, 
her not being able to write will close that trouble : 
if you desire her not to think of doing more than to 
accept of your professions. Her health I never fail 
to inform you ; all I know, but so much of my 
advice might be omitted if 1 did not like so well to 
be scribbling where I am doing it now ; and as for 
what the Court is doing here, the concern is abated 
when it is to relate what one does not like, and will 
be in the private too, that is, so far as that the 
seals were sent for from Lord Simderland. The 
Queen ordered Mr. Boyle, who told her Majesty he 
wished she would think fit to do it by some other, 
they had been long good friends, and it was an un- 
pleasant office to be charged with. She replied, 
therefore, best to be done by a friend. Then he 
said he was not well acquainted with the customs on 
such occasions : he thought Lord Sunderland might 
ask him if he might not have the honour to present 
them himself. She said that would be a trouble to 
himself as well as to her, so all that is over. I 
think it is true the Duke of Beaufort has bought 
Lord Albemarle,* and pays 12,000/. as an able 

' To what this alludes the Editor has been unable to discover. 
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10*94. assistant ; it is guessed the present professions are, 
this is all the alterations intended, but the person 
has that seal was not guessed at by any soul that 
I can hear of. Lord Sunderland says he was told it 
three days before, but thought them out of the 
way. I remember Lord Devon and he were great 
friends at Westminster School ; and he says, how 
he is very pleasant conversation, but application to 
business has not yet been his talent. He was of 
the commission of trade, and would make jest at 
all they did there, but trouble himself no further; 
and was a surprise Lord Paulet would not be held 
to his point, a porter's life is a better thing. 
Duchess Somerset has lodgings given her at Ken- 
sington, so suppose more favour will follow, but 
not all three places in one, which does not please 
some. The lady easy to all I dare say. Lady 
Hide, big with expectation of the passport that 
Duchess . . . that has all still in town. Let- 
ters pass yet ; what passes to this side of the water 
I meddle not with. All common chat is silenced 
by these bigger matters, since all are judges of all. 
The pen is in great use at this time. Her Majesty 
herself is sure a ready writer; being an insignificant 
one myself, I offer all my best services and blessings. 
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LADY RACHEL RUSSELL TO MRS. ROWLAND.* 

Aug. 30th, 1694. 
Last night I received yours of the 28th. I should 1694. 
not come so quick upon you, but that I find you 
are going further off, and I am not certain that one 
I wrote on Sunday last may not miscarry/ and I 
think it is very requisite to come to some resolution 
about Drayton.^ In order to do so in my last letter 
I desired to have what helps I could from you, as any 
survey of the value of the lands, or if you think 
fit to send me one I would be glad to see one of his 
accounts, for when I send to him he may tell us 
what he pleases : but, above all, I desire you would 
let him be made acquainted that I am sending a 
servant thither, for he may shut the doors against 
us, and pretend not to believe what they say, that 
they come from me and by my order ; therefore I 
desire to make use of your attorney. I think to 
send Spencer,^ and one with him that we think un- 
derstands the nature of ground. If you have any- 
body with you or that you know that could be 

' Wife of John Howland, of Streatham, Esq., whose daughter Eliza- 
heth married Wriothealey, second Duke of Bedford, K.G. 

' In Cambridgeshire. The manor house, which had been occasionally 
a residence of the Duke of Bedford, is now a farm-house. This manor 
was formerly in the possession of the Howland family, and passed by 
marriage to Wriothesley, Duke of Bedford, who married the heiress of 
the Howland family. 

' Her steward. 
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1694. assisting to us in this business, if you please to let 
me know, I will take care they should be made 
acquainted when Spencer goes, and so he may come 
hither and go along with Spencer, or meet him there, 
as you like best. 

As to the drawing up a lease, in whose name it 
should be I must be resolved by council. I think 
it should be by my Lord of Bedford's, so I will 
send to Mr. Maxtain, and give you notice when I 
do know. 

I am sorry dear Lady Tavistock has any employ- 
ment she does not take pleasure in. Pray tell her I 
hope this will be the single one that will fall out 
to be so, and the trouble of this will not last long ; 
and it is my opinion that if they teach her much of 
her grammar it increases her trouble to little pur- 
pose, for French is oftener and as well learned by 
ear. Pray give her my blessing. The Duke of 
Bedford sends duties with his humble services to 
you. If our daughter is disposed to read another 
from a yoimg man I know one is ready to write it. 
I do not answer some part of your letter, and I have 
much to dictate this morning, so in haste conclude 
this from your kind and hmnble servant. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Sunday, 29th Sept. 1695. 

Having writ a letter upon business, and find- 1695. 
ing no hurt by it to my eyes, I venture to say a 
little to you, my dear child, and tell you my fears 
that your Lord and you cannot obtain such a com- 
pliance as you might expect, and were most reason- 
able to be given, and your trouble, perhaps, is 
heightened that no good prospect offers itself among 
your own friends : indeed, I did bid yoxur sister 
tell you that with any regard to prudence, I could 
see none as yet. I must not be long, and therefore 
I hasten to remember you of your former promises 
to strive to take every providence patiently, and as 
cheerfully as you can, and not foolishly pine and 
waste your spirits and spoil your health against a 
better day comes, which certainly will if you pro- 
voke not the only Giver of all good things. Heavi- 
ness may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning, and the chiefest blessing on this earth 
you have, a kind husband and a pretty gentleman. 
Let that sweeten all other meaner things, as it is your 
duty it should do ; strive to act your part and glory 
in it ; it is a pride I can allow of, but all discontent 
proceeds from a pride that must be resisted, or a 
poor mortal can never be happy on earth or pre- 
pared to be so in heaven. Can we without impru- 
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1695. dence say to Him that made us, Why is it thus and 
thus with me ? Ask yourself, what have you done 
or what can man do to merit from God ? Have not 
you many good things others want that are perhaps 
more humble than you, but still their submission is 
not tried enough ; but when it is, and they are as 
gold refined in the furnace, how greatly shall they 
be exalted for evermore, and respected here. Take 
it well, my love, I remind you of your duty, and let 
it be your part to strive to do it: to whom asks it 
shall be given — ^you shall be contented if you desire 
it. I have experienced it just at your years ; I bless 
God I can say (without vanity) what pleased me I 
enjoyed, what crossed me had not power to torment 
me long ; I strove to think if my lot had not been 
what it was it might have been worse for me in 
* regard to my eternal interest, and that might pass 
and other days come, or however the day of vexa- 
tion would end, and I cannot commend a better 
reflection than this, that troubles or pleasures that 
end with time are not to be affecting at too high a 
rate. A year or two to come seems long, but twenty 
past as nothing : I have felt many days of bitter 
grief as well as others of lesser trouble and provo- 
cation, and many of great and true happiness, which 
was made up by love and quiet at home, abroad 
friendships and innocent diversions ; and yet believe 
me, child, life is a continual labour chequered with 
care and pleasure, therefore rejoice in your portion 
— take the world as you find it, and you will, I 
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trust, find heaviness may endure for a night, but 1695. 
joy conies in the morning. It grows dark; your sis- 
ter is to close this from (your) well-wishing mother^ 
I am so out of charity with you that I will not 
add one word to this, but leave you entirely to my 
mother's good council. I am sorry the story of my 
Lady Northumberland was forgot. 

To my Lady Roob, at Hadden. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS.* 

Sunday, 8th Dec., 1695. 

I HOPE you tell me true that your cold was but 
a little one : pray never deceive me, for it serves to 
no good end at all; \inless you think it does so, 
to let alone a medicine that I might enjoin you to 
take. I doubt Mr. Pierce's drugs were lost upon 
you; if so, indeed, you are very naughty, for you 
know you are subject so to be ill in some little 
odd complaint or other, and yet his physic agrees 
with you, and keeps you well for a good while 
after, and if you helped yourself with it but for 
one year or two, it would strengthen your constitu- 
tion for ever. Lord Roos will contradict all this, 

* This, and all the subsequent letters of Lady Russell to her daughter 
Lady Roos, are printed from the originals in the possession of his Grace 
the Duke of Rutland, K.G., at Belyoir Castle. 
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1695. but in this point I cannot agree with his Lordship, 
as well as I think of him. We have stayed till it 
is very cold weather at Woburn. Pray do not 
whisk it a horseback till it pleases God you have 
overcome your rheums; it was the same with me 
at your age, only it affected my lungs, as it does 
most severely your teeth. Your sister has paid 
dearly for doing honour to Queen Dowager's birth- 
day, but I have had to-day a letter from La Spen- 
cer, who says nothing remains but a severe cold in 
the head. The Parliament Fast being next Wednes- 
day, puts by our coming till Thursday. I have not 
lately had news from Cambridge,* but expect to 
meet some at London, intending to keep a regular 
advice, though not to go though never so free till 
the middle or end of January. Lady Sunderland 
sent me word the little child at their house was 
dying. Lady Catherine has left you a more lively 
and thriving one. I believe my service as due : I 
desire it most particular to your Lord. 

I am yours in all affection. 

Lady Alice is weary of boarding at Kensington, 
is coming to Bedford House, and writes to her 
father that she believes that Morris Napier will 
not be long there, but where next, she does not 
intimate. I guess if it cannot be at Bedford House, 
it will be Dorsetshire. 

Now your brother is not at Cambridge, I almost 
> Lord Tayistock, who was then at the Uniyerdty. 
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repent he did not stand for Middlesex;^ he might 1695. 
still, but I think we shall not choose it ; I will not 

* At the general election in October, 1695. The following letter to 
Lady Russell is printed from Miss Berry's Memoir, from the original 
in the Duke of Devonshire's possession:— 

« London, October 3rd (1695). 
^ I can safely retract. Madam, what I said in my last letter, that our 
courtiers did not trouble themselves with much business, but now I find 
we are all of a sudden grown extraordinary busy in making interest 
everywhere to bring in good men to our new Parliament, and this reason 
alone has moved our Lords Justices* (I mean the two principal, my 
Lord Keeper* and the Duke of Shrewsbury) to send for me, and to order 
me to write immediately to your Ladyship, that you would be pleased to 
let my Lord Tavistock stand for knight of the shire for Middlesex ; and 
although I made all the objections against it, that I think the Duke of 
Bedford or your Ladyship can make, yet they were still of one opinion, 
that it is your interest, and for the honour of the family, that he should 
stand at present ; and being joined with Sir John Worsename,* a very 
honest man, who is recommended by my Lord Keeper^ they doubt not 
but they will carry it with a high hand, and thereby keep out two no- 
torious Tories, which can never be done otherwise. When I told their 
Lordships that my Lord Tavistock was soon going to Cambridge, and 
afterwards to travel for two or three years, the Duke of Shrewsbury 
answered, that they would not hinder anything of that design ; for he 
needed not to appear but once at the election, when he would be attended 
by several thousands of gentlemen, and other persons on horseback out 
of town, and the charges would be but little or nothing ; and the Duke 
of Shrewsbury bid me tell your Ladyship, that if you did consent he 
should stand, which he doubted not but you would, since it was on so 
good an account, that then they must have leave to set him up for that 



* King William was now in Holland. 

* Lord Somers. 

c Sir John Wolstonholme, of London, third baronet; he died in 
1709; his second wife was relict of Sir Rowland Alston, of Odell, 
county of Bedford, Bart.; this connection probably secured him the Rus- 
sell interest. He was returned with Lord Edward Russell. 
VOL. II. K 
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1696. in writing tell you why, it would be too long a 
story. 

For the Right Hon. the Lady Roos, 
at Haddeiiy Derbyshire. 

day only, by the name of Lord Russell, which would bring ten thoiuand 
more on his side, if there be so many fireeholders in the county. 

** I have now. Madam, delivered my message firom those two great 
Lords ; which they had a great concern for, and seemed very earnest to 
have it complied with: therefore I think it would be very impertinent in 
me to use any arguments of my own, but must leave it to the consider- 
ation of the Duke of Bedford and your Ladyship^s wise judgment to 
determine: however I beg your Ladyship will be pleased to make as 
speedy an answer as it is possible, because we expect the King here by 
Sunday or Monday next ; and immediately the Parliament will be dia- 
solved, and all hands will be set on work for a new one, as I hear the 
expression in the King*s letters to the Lords is. 

^ I suppose this post brings a great deal of joy to Lady Margaret ; for 
the Spanish letters that are come to-day, make mention that the Admiral* 
is upon his way home, and Mr. Priestman tells me that he will be here 
within these ten days; and Sir George Rook has orders from the King 
by this last post from Flanders, to set sail for the Straits immediately. I 
shall add no more but the assurance of my being, 

" Madam, 
** Your Ladyship^s most feith^ 

** And obedient servant, 

"J. FORBM.''<» 



*• Admiral Russell, afterwards created Earl of Otford, to whom Lady 
Margaret, his cousin, was married. « 

^ It is not very dear who Sir James Forbes was ; most probably the 
same who was a Commissioner for supply for Aberdeenshire in 1686. 
Lady Margaret Russell, in a letter to Mr. Thornton, mentions that Sir 
James Forbes ^ was very fond of great men^s company.** The Forbes* 
were Whigs in those days, and consequently on terms of intimacy with 
the nobility of that party. Sir James is frequently mentioned in the 
Vernon Papers, and also in the correspondence of King William^ bat 
there is no acoonnt of him in those papers. 
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BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I DO heartily congratulate with your Ladyship 1696. 
for this new blessing. God has now heard your 
prayers, with relation to two of your children, which 
is a good earnest that he will hear them in due 
time with relation to the third. You begin to see 
your children's children; God grant you may like- 
wise see peace upon Israel. And now that God 
has so built up your house, I hope you wiU set 
yourself to build a house of prayer for the honour 
of his name. 

You have passed through very different scenes of 
life. God has reserved the best to the last. I do 
make it a standing part of my poor prayers twice a 
day, that as now your family is the greatest in its 
three branches that has been in England in our 
age, so that it may in every one of these answer 
those blessings by an exemplary holiness, and that 
both you and they may be public blessings to the 
age and nation. 

I do not think of coming up yet this fortnight, if 
I am not called for. I humbly thank your Lady- 
ship for giving me this early notice of so great a 
blessing to you. I hope it shall soon be completed 
by my Lady Roos's full recovery. Mrs. Burnet is 
very sensible of the honour your Ladyship does 
her in thinking of her, and does particularly re- 

K 2 
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i696.joice in God's goodness to you. I am, with the 
highest sense of gratitude and respect possible. 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most humble, most obedient. 
And most obliged servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 

Salisborj, Slat Oct, 1696. 



LADY EUSSELL TO SIR ROBERT WORSLEY/ 

Sir Robert, 

If my letters were of service to you, I should 
not reserve them, only for such times as I serve 
ends of my own by it, as I now design to do, being 
the errand of this paper is to obtain your opinion, 
if you please to give it, upon a few questions I will 
put to you. By the death of Mr. Morin, Sir, you 
know there wants a presentation of Kingsworthy, 
and a vicar at Micheldevever. I find both places 
well disposed to receive Mr. Swayne. I hope he is 
worthy of the gift, and believe you think him so. 
If you should know anything why he is not, though 
as a friend you might wish he were the incumbent, 
yet I am persuaded that in a just regard to the 
weight of the matter, and to me who ask it from 
you, if you know any visible reason that he is not a 
proper person for such a preferment, that you will 

> Fourth Baronet of that title (afterwards Wonley Holmes), of Apnl- 
dercombe, Ide of Wight. 
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caution me in it; for I profess to you. Sir, I think 1696. 
the care of so many souls is a weighty charge ; and 
I have been willing to take time to consider whose 
hands I put these into. I can, with all my scru- 
ples, make no exception to Mr. Swayne, if his 
vapours are not too prevalent to permit his being 
free and active in such a charge. But I hope it is 
not so ; and if you concur with me, I will bestow 
them upon him ; for I do not see how I can part 
them. And now. Sir, I come with my second 
question to you, when I have told you the provi- 
sion I would make for curates. I have met with a 
paper signed by Mr. Morin to my father, in which 
he engages to allow the curate at Kingsworthy 50/. 
a-year; and that at Straton, who served Popham 
also, SOL a year ; Northington is not mentioned in 
it. Now, Sir, I would, in short, have the same 
stipends, as this paper signifies were formerly agreed 
on, to be honestly made good by the next incum- 
bent, and during my pleasure. There will be 10/. 
a year more coming in to him than has been for- 
merly, and as much to the curate who serves 
Straton; for a few years ago my dear Lord added 
20/. a year, during his will to do so, to be so 
divided; and without a very justifiable reason I 
shall not withhold it ; and 40*. a year more to the 
vicar, upon an agreement for some orchards taken 
into the park. 

From this long digression I return to my ques- 
tion, which arises from this purpose of mine that I 
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1696. must offer to you. I know it is a thing required 
by many^ to take a bond for resigning at the 
patron's pleasure. I have no disposition at all to 
do so ; but to this I have, that I would have a bond 
to perform these conditions to the curates, unless 
I dispense with him ; and also, that in case of non- 
residence, he shall resign to me. For the case often 
happens, they get another living, and the situation 
it may be more pleasant, then put in a curate for a 
small stipend, and I have no remedy. That this is 
practicable I believe, though I am ignorant enough, 
and am not in a place where I can be well informed. 
But I refer myself, Sir Robert, to you, and in 
what you see cause to oppose me, pray do it ; you 
will oblige me by it ; and, I think, I shall submit 
to reason. But if what I ask is (as I conceive it 
is) practicable, I should take it as a favour if you 
would discourse Mr. Swayne upon it, and then in- 
struct Mr. Mewes to draw up an instrument to 
the purposes I have signified. When I hear from 
you I will be ready to 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE REV. J. THORNTON. 

(April) 1697. 
When I wrote to good Mr. Thornton, I thought 
I had certainly begun the correspondence I desire to 
maintain, but I find our letters were dated the same 
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day, but are not of the same value ; however, I do 1697. 
not envy my neighbour's talent being above mine, 
and indeed I have the less temptation, because I am 
sure you have no virtue nor knowledge that I may 
not be the better for it; I will endeavour ; whatever 
further progress I make, I think (by the grace of 
God) my integrity and good meaning shall never 
deserve your censure, nor anybody's besides, and 
that must content my ambition for my own part, 
but on my son's it does not : I desire he may aspire 
higher, though my constant prayer is, that his 
studies may be innocent and profitable, that is (in 
my thoughts), directed to his most spiritual, his 
precious and immortal soul. I lie yet under no dis- 
couragements, for yesterday Mr. Hicks speaks of 
him to me when we are alone just as he did. Logic 
goes forward very well, and he says his judgment is 
wonderful nice and true ; what he reads alone, he 
gives a very handsome account of. He tried him 
the other day by a new treatise of logic,^ that the 
Dean of Christ Church has lately printed, but he 
observes he does not love to go over what he has 
once done. They have a Bible bound up with 
blank leaves, and in them, as he* reads, he intends 
he shall write, as he expounds any hard text. It is 
hard to me to leave off talking, when it is of my 
son I am speaking ; but I am the longer, because I 

^ Artis Logicse Compendiam. By Henry Aldrich, Dean of Christ 
Chnrch. First Edition. Ox. 1692: 8vo. 
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1697. extend my reports to my Lord Duke, as well as to 
Mr, Thornton, and take it to be a less troublesome 
way to him, than by particular address to his 
Grace, who is too good and too well bred to suffer 
me to do my duty without recompense ; and though 
I love his letters because they are very kind, yet I 
would have none at the expense of any the least 
trouble to him, whose health I hope to hear often 
of from you, Sir, and I will write to you, without 
considering whether I have had one letter or six from 
you. At present I have had two, but my meaning 
is, when I find leisure, that is, have not wrote 
too much for my eyes, or have anything I would 
be willing to say, then I will scribble, and not 



You may perceive I take time by seeing my first 
date, which is Tuesday, and the last is Friday 
morning. I had writ the most part of that when 
I returned my Lord's letter of the 9th instant ; how- 
ever, I will defer my acknowledgments till another 
opportunity, if it was but for the reason above 
mentioned, to suspend his trouble. Pray present 
my best service to Lord James, and tell him his fair 
hand of authority brings the prints very constantly. 
I have heard of Doctor Walls'* print. Sure there 
are many truths in it, but he has taken great liberty 
of speech. I love good manners in all cases. It 

* Most probabljr Dr. John Wallia, an eminent mathematician, author 
of several works, philosophical and theological. He died in 1703. 
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is eight o'clock, and letters are called for, so I must 1697. 
end this from 

Sir, 

Your asi^ured friend to serve you. 

* 

My humble and kind service to all my friends — 
I cannot stay to name. 

For Mr. Thornton, 
at Bedford House. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE MARCHIONESS OF HARTINGTON. 

Oxon. 22nd April, 1697. 

Having no thought that my dear child had any- 
thing to say to me would ask a present return, your 
letter being brought to me when it was candle-light, 
I put by reading it till this morning, when it is 
time to give my answer ; so that you did not write 
more in haste than I must: but, indeed, there is 
no hesitating for the answer I shall make to you. I 
will affirm, no mother ever was or can be more 
inclined than myself to approve of all compliance 
in you to my Lord Duke and Lady Duchess; 
but, in our present case, I must (with pardon) be 
excepted, in regard as I think both to you and 
myself. You brought your child too hardly into 
the world to let me be willing (as I have no doubt 
my Lord and Lady would not more than I), that 
you should be without all the best helps to be had, 
and to see the success myself; and that would be of 
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1697* troublesome consequence to all parties concerned. 
But I am so tender that there should be no disorder 
in my Lord Duke's affairs upon my account, or to 
give me satisfaction, that I offer this: — ^if Lord 
Hartington and you will take such conveniences 
as I can give at Southampton House, then, when 
the family leaves Barckly House,* if your Lord and 
you will choose where to plant there yourselves and 
nursery, you shall be welcome to me, till you are 
(as I trust you shall be) happily past the hazard of 
one in your condition. When you are at my house, 
I will be leaving Oxford as soon as you can desire 
me to come to you. You will acquaint my Lord 
and Lady with what I have said; and if they 
believe (what is very true) that I feel nothing gra- 

^ Barkley House. The old town hoiue of the Earls of Deyonshiie 
was not in Piccadilly, but in Bishopsgate, where Devonshire Square now 
stands. William, the second Earl, died there in 1629. 

William, fourth Earl and first Duke, having at first no town houses 
rented and lived in Montagu House (the old British Museum), which 
was burned down during his occupation, in January, 1686. (See page 
179, vol. 1.) 

After the accession of King William, ** the Duke of Devonshire took 
it into his head, that could he have the Duchess of Portsmouth's lodgings, 
at Whitehall, where there was a fine room for balls, it would give him a 
very magnificent air." (Duchess of Marlborough*s Defence of her Con- 
duct, p. 29.) 

It is probable the Duke purchased Berkeley House, in Piccadilly, 
after it had been vacated by the Princess Anne in 1695, and changed its 
name to Devonshire House, since Bishop Kennet says that he died Aug. 
18, 1707, in Devonshire House, Piccadilly.— See note to Evelyn^s Life of 
Mrs. Godolphin, edited by the Bishop of Oxford. 

There is little doubt but that the '* Barckly House " whence this letter 
was dated, was in Piccadilly; the name not having yet been changed. 
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tifies me in this world, but from my children, this is 1697. 
a natural consequence, — to desire to please myself 
in everything I can compass. If I had more time, 
I need say no more. Your repeated injunctions not 
to lose this post have hastened this sooner by one 
day, the carrier going to-morrow. From, dear child, 
Your ever affectionate mother. 

Pray present my humble service to my Lord 
Duke and Lady Duchess ; your own Lord, my best 
services ; and blessing to the young person. 

I think the least trouble to you will be, that my 

Lord and Lady Devonshire read what I say. 

For the Right Honouiable the Maiqnesse of 
Hartiogton, at Barckly House, London. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE REV. J. THORNTON. 

Friday morning, (May, 1697). 

Good Mr. Thornton, I thank you most kindly 
for your long letter, and your good news of my 
Lord Duke's being in so good a state of health ; 
God increase and continue it. I have no mistrust 
Lord Rutland is so ill, for we had a letter from 
Pulse by the same post (that would have) brought 
the news, if any such came, of his being so ill, and 
she mentions nothing of it. I have, indeed, had 
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1697. no letter from my daughter herself, since she was 
at Northampton, which is the only thing can make 
me miserable ; for if it be so I am sure she is full 
of care ; and she is often very sick with her breed- 
ing, so can be at little leisure. I wish my son 
find any to write to you, he ought not to have 
so much as myself, so mine may well come first. 
Pray tell my Lord Spencer is gone to-day to Cam- 
bridgeshire, and lies at Wobum town to-night ; he 
intended to see Woburn House to-morrow morn- 
ing, or rather, I suppose, the park and gardens, 
which this last week's rains must have made very 
beautiful indeed: whatever my young man does, 
I assure you. Sir, I do not think my time so much 
misspent here as it is at London. The regularity of 
the life is very agreeable to me. I can only say 
you shall be very welcome to me everywhere, but 
if your eye be ready, that would be a work well 
over, and at present it is a fine season for it. If 
the ladies that talk of coming do it, I would see you 
by choice till they are at London again; as for 
going to Streatham, I conclude you will find them ; 
I knowing nothing of their stirring from that place 
as yet. If I see Lord Galway I will not fail to 
remember your orders. Sir, about Mr. Davids. I 
hope my Lord Duke will do so too; good Doctor 
"Walis^ was to see me yesterday, the very great heat 
of the sun brought him out ; the biahop had forbid 
him coming to Magdalen CoUege till May was 

' See page 136. 
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<:ome ; but it being a May-day he went from me 1697. 
to go to him ; he looks well, and tells me he hears 
nothing but good of my child. Mr, Hicks told me 
on Sunday last that he believes he has more learn- 
ing than any fine young nobleman in England has. 
I trust he shall be endowed with the grace of God 
with it ; or all is but vanity, and will be foimd de- 
ceitful upon the weights. Nobody is or can be 
more regular in all public offices ; I hope his pri- 
vate are so too. I believe so far what the town 
says, that Admiral Russell did not seek title, or 
to be one of our justices, but I do not like to say 
it was crammed down his throat: marks of good 
princes' favours should be received with some easi- 
ness, though our natures do not incline to it, and 
where there is merit so notorious, it cannot be 
rejected, if well thought on. The carrier has 
stopped under my window. 

I am. Sir, your true friend. 

For Mr. Thornton, 
at Bedford Home. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE LADY ROOS. 

Friday, May 3rd, 1697. 

The reports we had on all hands from London, 
how very ill I^rd Rutland was, made me more 
desirous to receive a letter from yourself, though 
I could believe nothing of it because Molesworth 
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1697. had one from Pulse, which must be of as late a 
date as any could come to London by the post. 
It was Mr. Thornton by Lord Bedford's order first 
sent me how he had been alarmed by the Duke of 
Somerset, who told him. Mr. Aires said my Lord 
was taken with a dead palsy, and Lady Northum- 
berland said a fit of apoplexy, but yours, as I guess, 
written on Sunday, ^5th April (for it has no date), 
gives me fuU satisfaction of the falseness of the 
reports, which now I can contradict. I should 
hope this warm weather will conduce to the wear- 
ing of those pains he is troubled with, and sure 
never was hotter in the month of April and begin- 
ning of May. My cabin is an arrant oven, yet our 
kind cousin will make Lady Margaret come, and 
is often pressing to have a day named; she has put 
it ofi* to the middle of May ; by that time we may 
be more temperate, or cold, perhaps, again. You 
had a lucky season, I think, to take your journey in, 
I am very glad our dear master continues so well; 
variety of airs does him no hurt. Pray say in your 
next if you are still as sick as you were ; and I would 
hear how fond Lord Rutland is of our little man. I 
have fretted mightily; I missed his picture, for here 
was one in town all the while, who give the know- 
ing here great expectation that he will be famous. 
He was some time with Sir Godfrey (Kneller),* and 

> Most probably Jeryas, who was a pupil of Sir Godfrey Kneller, and 
studied at Rome. There are several portraits from his pencil in the col- 
lection at Wobom Abbey. 
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is now going to spend some time abroad to see 1697. 
and improve ; he cares not leave anything of his 
work behind, but the bishop who brought him 
down can make him; he has learning and lan- 
guages, so means to be a complete artist. I have 
done nothing about your things, because you say 
positively you do not care they should come with 
all your other things, so I defer till I hear again 
from you. I cannot imagine but Lady Devon or 
Miss Carter from her will take care enough of the 
things ; she always kept her own when she had any, 
and they will be in a very little box, and will be in 
the coach with them ; all the fear I have is they 
may be robbed sooner than a carrier. Your sister 
writ once, as I think I sent you word, but I never 
heard since from her, but Spencer heard from 
Knox that Lady Devon told her lady she went 
three weeks hence, now it must be a fortnight. I 
hear from Mr. Hoskins, the trial for the house is 
to be next Thursday. Lady Digby has another son. 
My service to all your company, particularly Lord 
Rocs. 

I am your affectionate mother. 

Spencer has been at Stratton, where he enter- 
tained the farmers, who had given me a day of 
ploughing ; so a fiddle was had, and your nursery- 
maid danced very briskly. 

For the Right Honble. 
the Lady Boos, at Hadden. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

I SHALL scribble this in so very much haste^ that 
it shall not be addressed to my Lord Duke, but do, 
Sir, acquaint him that Lady Sunderland and all the 
French company came to this town on Tuesday; 
that (night we did not meet, only as Lady Sunder- 
land's coach went by my door; it stopped, and I 
spoke to her, but we were all day, both Wednesday 
and Thursday together. I saw more sights waiting 
upon her than I meant to have done at Oxford. I 
hear she went this morning about seven o'clock out 
of town, back to Althrope ; Lady Clincarte^ was of 
the party also ; our French friends are also gone to 
London early this morning ; but Mr. Hoskins and 
his lady will stay till next week. My little box, you 
well know, had not much vacant room when all the 
good company was in it; but the commons was 
college manner, so I took it should not stink of 
meat too much. My young man never failed us, 
dinner nor supper ; but Lady Sunderland scolded 
much at the black gown, so yesterday the coloured 
was put on, but with black clothes under, which 
was all wrong, she said ; but the French folks were 
so resolved to please him, that they approved his 
modesty and care not to exceed others in this place. 

I am glad the pictures are so liked. My letter is 
called for. I must end. 

' Clancarty. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

London, July 29th, 1697. 
I THANK you, sir, for the very good report you 1697. 
gave me of my Lord Duke's journey to Wobum, 
and in return, I choose to send to you the best news 
we have in town. A mail came in to-day, which 
brings confirmations of all the good we have heard, 
and no bad. The King is gone to Loo, which a\one 
{I think) signifies a great deal. My Lord Spencer 
was with me this afternoon, and tells me that while 
he was at the Secretary's office. Sir Robert Cotton 
came in, and told him he had by this mail received a 
letter from Wisson^ (I know not if I spell it right) ; 
a great man they say he is. He writes thus : That 
the peace ^ is actually done between Holland, Eng- 
land, and France ; the King of Spain will have all 
he desires ; but there remains some little difficulty 
with the Emperor, whether he will have Strasbourge 

' Sir Joseph Williamson is most probably here intended. He was one 
of the King's plenipotentiaries, with the Earl of Pembroke and Lord 
Villiers, and Prior as secretary, at the conferences which ended in the 
treaty of Ryswick. Sir Joseph was son of a clergyman in Cumberland; 
soon after the Restoration he was recommended to the Earl of Arlington, 
who employed him in translating and writing memorials in French. 
From this humble beginning he elevated himself to the highest posts of 
government. He was knighted in 1677. He married the sister and 
sole heiress of Charles, Duke of Richmond. William III. confided in 
him. He died in 1701. 

^ The peace of Ryswick, signed October 30, 1697* 

VOL. II. L 
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1697. or an equivalent. Our King has sent to him, and 
gives him a month to fix his resolution. Barcelona ^ 
holds out, and he adds, that he believes the French 
King has sent orders to Vendosme to withdraw his 
forces, in case the town be not in his hands ; and 
also, that he has sent to all his ports that there be 
no act of hostility committed. It is also verily 
believed by this day's letters, that Nevill has met 
with Pointis.2 In this treaty the French King does 
bind himself, his heirs and successors, to maintain 
friendship with King William, as King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in all the rights and privileges, 
and in the same manner as he stands now possessed. 
They say that in a few days the King goes to 
Hansberdike,' and that the French plenipotentiaries 
are to attend him, and compliment him there. The 

' Barcelona, besieged by Vendosme, surrendered Aug. 15, 1697. 

* Admiral Nevill, who commanded in the West Indies, fell in with 
the French commander, Pointis — the result was not yery glorious to the 
English arms. The miscarriage at sea created much dissatisfaction at 
this time, and Tindal insinuates made the nation anxious for peace. 
*' Since it appears now that the French are seriously disposed to continue 
the negotiations, we must not lose an instant, but, as the proverb says, 
' Strike the iron while it is hot' The unfortunate loss of Barcelona, at 
this particular time, as well as the escape of Pointis, may perhaps be the 
cause of this extraordinary conduct on the part of the French, and 
may prevent the conclusion of the peace, which I thought certain." — 
William III. Letters edited by Paul Grimblot, vol. i. pp. 39-61. 

^ Honsleerdick is most probably here intended, a seat of King William's 
in Holland ; it would appear to have been celebrated for its orange trees;, 
as in a letter from Bentinck (then Earl of Portland) to King William, he 
writes — *' The orange trees at Versailles are extremely large and fine, 
and very numerous ; the stems are lofty and beautiful, but the crowns 
are not like those of Honsleerdick^^ — Grimblot, vol. i. p. 122. 
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Czar of Muscovy^ is coming to see Holland, and, J 697. 
when he is there, the King will return to the army 
on purpose to show it him himself. It is not 
doubted but he will make the King a visit at 
London, when it pleases God to bring him there. 
I think I have poured out all the knowledge I have 
got this day, and if I can entertain good Mr. 
Thornton and his friends I have my end. My 
Lord Duke, I suppose, wants not my intelligence ; 
if he does, you have it at his service, and my son's, 
for I have not written to him, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your sincere friend to serve you. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE LADY ROOS. 

Saturday, Aug. 21, 1697. 

Your sister is very well, and hopes you are near 

^etting out ; indeed, it ought to be so ; for we have 

had so much wet, it is not to be hoped the ways will 

be good any more, but still worse. I had no letter 

* He came to England, where King William, who had already received 
him with great attention in Holland, again gave him a courteous recep- 
tion. On his return he carried with him seyeral English ship-builders, 
as well as a magnificent yacht, a present from the king. Burnet said he 
was a man of brutal passion, and gives a most un&vourable character of 
him ; but Lord Hardwicke says he made a very wrong judgment of him. 
He was lodged at Sayes Court, the seat of Evelyn, who mentions, as one 
of the Czar^s amusements, forcing a wheel-barrow through a fine yew 
hedge that adorned his grounds. — History of His Own Titnes, voL ii. 
p. 397. 

L 2 
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1697. yesterday from you. I wrote last post to your 
brother, not to you. Now it is to you, and not him, 
A short one shall serve, since I guess your time is 
not easy to get, either to write or read. Lady Nor- 
jnanby* was buried yesterday two miles beyond 
Windsor, without pomp. The Lord is gone with 
Lady Derby to a little place she has in the country ; 
but now the funeral is passed, come to her house in 
our square, till Berkeley House is divided. Lady 
Ossery told Lady Devon that witch was a useful 
companion for a widower, there being many pretty 
women thereabouts. The Czar affords talk, your 
Duke Zal(?) treated him highly, and the Duchess, 
and Duchess Brandenburg, incognito. I stood be- 
hind his chair at diimer, upon which he spit often, 
and when he had eat as much as he would he 
whistled, and then one of his attendants brought a 
broom and swept the room. He bought a ship at 
Amsterdam, and made himself a cabin very conve- 
nient. He works carpenter's work exceeding well. 
I am hastening to my work, sitting by your sister. 
Lady Sunder is to be admitted to piquette this 
evening. My service to lords and ladies, 
I am ever 

Your affectionate Mother* 

For the Right Honble. the Lady Roos, 
at Hadden, in Derbyshire. 

* Perhaps Ursula, daughter of Colonel Stawel, widow of the Earl of 
Conway, first "^wfe of John, Marquis of Normanby; afterwards, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, Duke of Normanby and Buckingham. 
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DUKE OP BEDPORD TO LADY RUSSELL.* 

Wobum Abbey, Octr. 16th, 1697. 

Dear Daughter, 

These are to let you know, that their bearer, Mr. 1697. 
Hicks,' came on Wednesday hither, in expectation 
of meeting master (Lord Tavistock) here ; and how 
well pleased I was with his company and conver- 
sation: looking upon him to be as deserving a 
person as you could have made choice of, to go 
abroad with my dear grand-child. In confidence not 
only of his great kindness to him, but also of his 
utmost care and diligence for his best improvement, 
I have laid strict injunctions upon him, to follow his 
advice in all things that concern his soul and body^ 
My Lord Roos and he came hither on Friday night, 
after long expectation ; and I am glad to see him 
look so very well of it. They intend to be with you 
on Monday night, God willing. 

I must confess it is a very great trial for me 
to part with one so dear to me as he is. But I hope 
God Almighty will hear your hearty prayers and 
mine, and those of his other friends, by watching 
over him abroad, and with his good hand of Provi- 
dence, that you and all of his relations may have 

> From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

' Travelling tutor to Lord Tavistock ; a few of his letters to Mr. 
ThorDton, during their travels, are among the MSS. at Wobum Abbey; 
they are very uninteresting. 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 LADY EUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

1697. the comfort of seeing him again. If God give me 
life till his return, it will add much to the joy of it, 
though I dare not promise myself that mercy, con- 
sidering my declining age and injOirmities. 

I do reckon you will send him to the Hague this 
winter, for his improvement in his exercises; and if 
things be quiet in France, that he may go thither 
for some time, to his further improvement and satis- 
faction : after which, to return home to the comfort 
of you and his friends. As for his travelling into 
Italy, I am much against it, for several reasons. I 
hope you will not let him stay very long abroad. 

So, with my constant and fervent prayers to God 
Almighty for him and yourself, with your other dear 
relations, I rest (not without some sadness at 
partmg). 

Your most affectionate Father and Friend, 
to my last moment, 

Bedford. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Tuesday. 

Good Mr. Thornton's letter was filled with many 
good things and acceptable accounts ; the chief my 
Lord Duke's, being so well as I left him, and the 
ladies too. I did not write on Saturday by that 
post, being very busy to dispatch Spencer. I find. 
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sir, that you had a purpose to write by him, but 1697. 
you delayed too long; however, it will go as well 
by post, and my Lord Duke's is enough for one 
time; yours, which is full of good counsel, had 
better succeed it; and come, when he will be at 
more leisure, after all the questions that axe to be 
asked Spencer are past, and those letters read. 
Pray, sir, let my Lord Duke know I have a letter 
from Mr. Hicks, of the 26th. I praise God my 
son continued then well ; the weather was hot, he 
said, which many wished cooler, lest it should 
increase distempers; it is so here, and I hope the 
like there. We know no news here but by the 
prints, at least I do not, if Sir James tells me 
none, nobody else does, and at this he is very much 
taken up at Mr. Hasard's, where Lord Exeter is, 
and his lady daughter and two sons ; they came on 
Thursday last from Lady Brownlowe's, where they 
saw their son married, and put to bed, and then, at 
four in the morning, went to dinner to Burly, seven- 
teen miles off; my Lady got somebody to play, sat 
up all night, so did the same at the inn the next 
night, and on Saturday came to the aforesaid Mr. 
Hasard's, and this morning set forth for Dover : he 
says he will not lie at Paris, but two miles off it, 
at St. Denis, and there take up Lady Salisbury, to 
add to their train, which Sir James says is thirty 
horse, yet my Lord is to save money by the journey. 
My daughter Hartington holds out very well, and I 
believe will do so yet some time. I know not that 
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1C97. 1 shall get any more to say, so send it in the 
morning. Going for the first time to dine with 
Lady Devonshire. My duty, pray sir, to my Lord 
Duke, and service to the ladies most kindly. I am 
ever to good Mr. Thornton a friend to serve him. 



LADY LETITIA RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Octr. 30. 

If I had not been prevented by company the last 
post, I had returned good Mr. Thornton many 
thanks for his obliging letter, and also for the 
inclosed in Mr. Shuf s behalf, to Mr. Whitting, who 
has done him great service in Whitechapel; and I 
hope you will return my humble thanks to my 
Lord Duke, for the great favour of his recom- 
mendation, which I hope will be a very great means 
of his getting his business finished. The progress 
of their rector will be this next week, and he has 
great hopes of his side ; indeed, if I am not very 
much mistaken, he is a very good man, and a very 
fine preacher, otherwise I should not have petitioned 
his Grace in his behalf. I should be very glad to 
hear when your time was fixed for London, for 
I never think Covent Garden looks well, till I see 
Bedford House full of candles. I suppose you 
know of Mr. How's being married to a great for- 
tune, and also that her daughter is to marry Mr. 
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Howison, who is a lawyer, so that she will enrich 1697. 
him and his family. This day dined Dr. Hancock* 
with us, and told the ill news that his friends feared 
after all his charge of searching for a salt brine 
in Cheshire, that it will come to nothing, which 
I am extremely sorry for, having so great a charge 
of children, it would have been a good provision, 
I give you a hundred thanks for your kind wishes 
to my son. I hope in God by the next mail, to 
hear he has got over his very dangerous fever, 
though he has had another little relapse, by ven- 
turing upon grapes unknown to his governor; but I 
hope God will give him a heart to be thankful all 
his life, for a greater recovery was never heard of. 
The wind being westerly, we cannot yet hear how 
Lord Tavistock passed his voyage, but I hope in 
God very well, for the weather and wind were very 
fine for him. My Lord and self desire you will 
present our humble duty to his Grace. We rejoice 
to hear he holds so well, and hope he will continue 
so in his journey. I will now end this, when I 
have assured you nobody is a more humble servant 
than 

li. R« 

* Most probably Dr. Hancock, rector of St. Margaret's, Lothbmy, and 
prebendary of Canterbury ; he published several sermons, and a pamphlet 
on a febrifuge water, which has most probably some reference to the ^ salt 
brine ^ mentioned. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY DB ROOS. 

1697. I HAVE received all your letters to the last from- 
Rome, the 20th of August. I think I sent you 
word so, and repeated in my cousin's hand out of 
some ? If not all well makes me say no more now, 
because I know not how far I went, but all is but 
repeating new honours and civilities. Mr. Sherard* 
says the prints and news-letters are full of it in 
Italy, and every letter of your brother's laments 
his leaving it ; but Mr. Morin, the goldsmith, had 
two lines in a letter from Sir Robert Worsley's bro- 
ther pleases me more than all. His letter is busi- 
ness, but he ends it thus : I must end this abruptly, 
for my Lord Tavistock calls me to go with him and 
take the air. He has aU the honours shown, his 
stop here that is imaginable, and he deserves them 
all, for a finer gentleman * there cannot be. Poor 

' A gentleman who had accompanied Lord Townshend on his trayels, 
and who joined Lord Tavistock at Hamburgh. Admitted into the best 
foreign society at home, Lord Tavistock talks, with much enjoyment, of 
the amusements of which he partakes there during the summer of 16.98. 
^ The great pleasure now is, to be in one of the open caleches, going about 
the town in the moonshiny nights. There are always some fine sere- 
nades, and all the best company in town taking the air till an hour after 
midnight I seldom fail of this diversion, and, indeed, it is mighty 
pleasant, after the heat of the day, to be abroad so most part of the 
night, and to hear music, and to go talk to anybody that one is acquainted 
with, with all the freedom in the world." — Miss Berry's Memoir, p. 136. 

^ Lord Tavistock continued so much pleased with this residence, and 
his way of life, that after a short visit to Naples in the autumn, he re- 
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Morin was overjoyed. I could go no further by 1699. 
daylight^ and durst do no more by a candle, but 
sign 

Your affectionate mother. 

For the Right Honble. the 
Lady Roos, at Hadden. 



LADT RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

July 16, 1699. 

I WAS surprised to hear by you, good Sir, that my 
liord Duke has been so much out of order, and 1 
heartily thank you for being so particular in your 
information to me. It was sure a safe advice of the 
Doctor that my Lord should stay another week be- 

tumed to pass the whole winter and camival at Rome. An Italian com- 
position, *'I1 Tamigi Guilivo,*^ in his honour, is printed in Wiffen's 
Memoirs of the House of Russell, yoL ii. p. 302.' '' The expense,** says 
Miss Berry, ^ entailed by his mode of living would have startled a less 
liberal mother than Lady Russell.** 

* We giye, as a specimen, the first canzone : — 

** Amidst those plants sublime 

Of an illustrious and heroic stem. 
Which, with their flower-buds charming all the clime. 

Form for my regal brows a diadem — 
This grateful scion, that so freshly towers 

From the great Russell stock, whose worth is known 
To the wide nation s, has delightful flowers, 

Sweet fruits, and boughs luxuriant of its own.** 
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1699. fore he took his journey, and now his looseness is 
stopped I hope it will rather be of good to him 
than harm, though it were much more to be desired 
that he would not put Nature to such struggle to 
relieve herself. It is certainly very great strength 
of constitution that can overcome with no worse 
complaints — the present weather ought also add to 
his faintness, and keep him weak I doubt. I could 
almost be sorry my Lord had sat for his picture, for 
fear it is a trouble, and makes him weary : also I 
extremely desire it for my best room as its best 
ornament. I believe my son is very sincere in all he 
says of his great inclination to wait on his, and to do 
it at Wobum too : 1 trust in God he will do it in a 
few months, for after he is got to Paris, if he is de- 
sirous to come to us, I do not see any good reason 
we should refuse him, unless it is a bad time of 
year for one has lived so long in the heats of Italy 
to come into England near the winter. Pray hear 
what the Doctor thinks of that matter, if it should 
happen he should have a mind to come after he has- 
been some time at Paris, which few people expect 
he vrill, France being an idol, much abused. 

I am glad to hear my Lord Robert and his lady- 
axe so pretty well again. 

The Duke of Bolton came very kindly and dined 
with us. His Duchess is coming over ; Lord Hart- 
ington went on Tuesday to the New Forest to meet 
the company assembled there. Upon the commis- 
sioners coming down, whom the Parliament appointed 
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to inspect the forest, and inclose as they found fit, 1699. 
in order to plant and preserve the wood. Sir James 
Forbes is still with us : he is gone to-day to dine 
with the Dean of Winchester and his lady, who is 
Doctor Colidor's (?) sister. Roos sends me word 
Lady How has a son, to Sir Scroope's^ great joy, no 
doubt. Our boy here is mighty well, I bless God 
he has cut an upper tooth when we knew nothing of 
it : he is a goodly child, indeed, and entertains the 
whole house, for a better humour there cannot be. 

The best directions now to my son will be to 
Paris. 

A Monsieur, 
Monsieur le Marquis de Tavistock, 

chez Monsieur Claude Tourton, 

Ban*', a Paris. 

I have kept my letter open till the post has come 
in without any letters from abroad, so my humble 
duty to my Lord shall close this. I mention no 
more about the deer, because my lord saying no- 
thing to it, I conclude he has none he can conve- 
niently spare ; and my neighbours axe very kind in 
offering to spare me some of theirs, and I intend 
to begin v^ith a few. 

I am, sir, your friend to serve you. 

' Scrope, created by King William III. Baron and Viscount Howe, 
of Clenawly, in the kingdom of Ireland, in 1701 ; married Juliana, 
daughter of William Lord Allington, of Horseheath, his second wife, and 
by her had an only son and heir, Scrope, second Viscount. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE LADY ROOS. 

Wobum, Sept. 10, 1699. Sunday. 

1699. I CAME to Wobum, Friday the 8th, and met a 
letter of yours here without a date. You say you 
had the day before a letter from your sister, who 
told you I had sent you news of your brother, but 
you wanted the letter: I hope it came the next 
post, however it is now no great matter, for I 
can send you better. I met letters here, that him- 
self, Mr. Sherard, and a footman, were got to Paris 
by the diligence, and Mr. Hicks and the bag- 
gage were to come a slower way. They came the 
10th to Paris, and wrote the 12th and 13th Sep- 
tember, but nothing of the small-pox yet had been 
alarmed at .... , just as we were here that 
it raged furiously ; but by inquiry of such as came 
from Paris they found no cause to put off their 
journey, nor could know more certainly till they 
got to Paris. Your brother has got very good 
lodgings he says, and near Lord Manchester. He 
says, although he has seen much and fine places, yet 
he could not but be surprised at the sight of Paris;* 
it is so goodly. Mr. Sherard tells me he has taken 

* The following extract from a letter to Mr. Thornton from Mr. 
Hetherington may not be uninteresting. ** Since the king has been 
at Versailles, most of the Court are returned to Paris, and make mag^ 
nificent figures here. *Tis diverting to see the poor rogues, that haye 
drank water for so many years, go now reeling about the streets of 
Paris ; those that have stocks of old wines sell them off at low prices, 
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the lodgings for two months, and by that time the 1699. 
young Lord will know if he could have those longer, 
which he fancies he will, and says Lord Manchester 
tells him he cannot part with him till the end of 
February, and so he will write me word, but when 
they have been there a week or two we shall guess 
better. I find your grandfather finely well ; he eats 
very well and sleeps so too, but goes weak in his 
legs. I find your merry ladies have left you that 
very day you wrote, but that your gamesters remain 
by you yet. 

For the Right Honble. the Lady Roos, 
at Hadden. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Wednesday morning. 
Being yesterday pretty late at Barkly House I 
did not read your letter, but this morning, I am 
sure, I am pleased, when I please my Duke, so 
am glad I sent the groom, the post-day being so far 
off made me do it. I shall with gladness communi- 
cate your letter by and by. I wrote in RachePs 
chamber by the post last night at large to my sister 
Alinton, so can say no more this morning, but that 
I hope night was well passed over by mother and 
child. I inclose the letter I received yesterday 

that they may fill their cellars with this yearns wines, that are so much 
better than the old.'^ 
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1699. from Mr. Hicks^ but desire your excuse I have not 
sent back his last to you. Hartington would fain 
hear it read, and has not been able yet to do it. I 
foolishly forgot to put it or my son's into my pocket 
when I went, but thought only of the new one, 
which I desire back by the carrier, for I think it is 
worth being read by two or three friends, and then 
I lay it up. I think my son is too much touched 
with the ill tongues of envy, but the effect it pro- 
duces is good, and I thankfully bless God for his 
so Christian thoughts and professions, and hope his 
constancy, but I do not show his letter but to very 
few, for certainly here is yet no such report or 
rumour as he fears and suspects there may be ; and 
I am now very curious to hearken, and I think 
unless there were or till there is, it is better to be 
silent too, for people will be apt to think something 
is the matter when a justification is in hand going 
about. I thank God we have it ready if there 
should be cause ; but Lord Hartington says this way 
is common in those parts, some knavish Papist or 
other sets it about. I find fault my son names any- 
body, and pray, sir, forget he does, and never speak 
it. You will find I have blotted all that out of the 
letter, so that even when I shall now carry it to 
Rachel she shall not find the names of anybody. 
I hope my Lord Duke will think I have done well, 
and my sister Alinton too ; and so nobody besides 
knowing it, it can go no further, I have warned 
my son, and commend Mr. Hicks for his cautious 
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writing. Why should ill-blood be bred ? I venture 1 699. 
to send also my son's to Lord Orford, Lord Orford 
sent it me to read : I know it will please my Lord 
Duke ; but be sure I have it again by the carrier, 
for I would keep it. 

So, I fear being late, my duty and services to the 
ladies, concludes this from your constant friend. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

1699. 

My Lord, 

I beg your Grace's patience to read, rather than 
to hear me speak, for fear of being heard ; and 
what I have to say, I extremely desire may be a 
secret, it being highly to my son's advantage it 
should be so. I do affirm this, my Lord, that no 
child you have is more tender than I am to tell you 
anything that may trouble or discompose you. I 
hope what I have to say will not, when you have 
well considered my proposal. But first I must 
open the case. 

Your grandson, although he has not lost at play 
as the world has taxed him, nor anything at all at 
Paris, yet, my Lord, he has been so faulty as to 
play in Italy for bigger sums than he ought to 
have done, and has been so unfortunate as to lose; 
and, not to mince the matter to your Grace, who 
ought to be told the truth, he has lost from the 
time he went out of England, to the time he came 

VOL. II. M 
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1699. to Paxis^ three thousand pounds^ and some odd hun- 
dreds. He is so afflicted for this folly, I dare not 
aggravate his trouble. He dreads your Grace*s 
knowing of it; and he might certainly have pre- 
vailed with me to have kept his secret, if I could 
have preserved his honour, and have done it. I do 
all I Can to assure him your indulgence will not 
suffer you to he sharp in your anger, when that 
can bring no remedy. The fault is committed; 
and, if he keep steady to his resolutions, I hope 
the grief he has felt will be for his future good, 
all the rest of his life. But the business now is, 
how to pay the money, and do it so secretly, that 
the inquisitive town shall not make it their talk 
and scorn, and he be exposed, as he calls it, as an 
easy gentleman, that can be cheated of his money. 
Your grandson has been so cunning in managing 
this matter, that Mr. Sherard does not know of 
more money lost than between four or five hundred 
pounds, Mr. Hicks knows of near a thousand ; 
and he came to the knowledge of that sum by see- 
ing the poor young creature so sad and oppressed, 
and so sunk with it, that he really feared his life ; 
which made him beg so hard to know what afflicted 
him so heavily, that at last he confessed the truth, 
crying out for the sorrow he should give his parents. 
Mr. Hicks was so compassionate and generous as 
to be bound for the money; and so it was kept a 
secret. Your Grace nor I were not to know it; and 
Mr. Hicks now stands bound for it. 
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I know your Grace is paying a great deal of 1699. 
money for Lord Robert,* and cannot, if you would, 
give him the money : but there is no cause to ask 
it ; if your Grace will but give me credit, I will 
not doubt to overcome the business to his comfort. 
Your Grace knows my estate is settled ; I kept a 
power to charge it, but have taken up as much as I 
can, and be honest. So if I could find credit, I 
dare not use it, since I should not live or die with 
comfort: and, besides that, all writings, since my 
father died to this time, must be considered by the 
lawyers; and that will make a great noise. 

Now, I propose this: that my son and myself 
shall be principals in a bond for 3000/. I will 
find the money; and if your Grace will join as 
surety with us, I cannot but hope to compass it; 
and without you grant to do so, I am at my wit's 
end what to do. To the best of my judgment, 
your Grace can never have any more trouble than 
to sign the bond. If my son and myself live, 
our rents will, in some reasonable time, pay it ofi": 
if I die, what I leave is engaged, and my son bound 
also. If he outlive your Grace, it will be paid, 
where it properly ought to be, out of his own 
estate. If my son should die, my estate will then 
return to me, and be unsettled; so I should be 
but too well enabled to pay it ; and I being prin- 
cipal, your Grace but surety, it can at no time 

Lord Robert Russell, his fourth son. He married Letitia, widow of 
Thomas Cheek, Esq., and died without children. 

M 2 
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1699. come to be paid by you. I thought, after having 
struggled through so great a debt as your excellent 
son left me to pay, and without even having any 
friend bound for me, I hoped, I say, I should 
never have asked it ; but it is God's will it should 
be as it is : and who should I apply to besides 
yourself ? If you will be so good^to pity him, and 
be bound with him and me, it will be an imspeak- 
able consolation to him and me, and preserve his 
credit. If your Grace dares trust me, none but 
Spencer shall know of the money being taken up ; 
nor he shall not how it is laid out, but that your 
Grace helps us for present use. If you refuse, I 
know not what to do, but must try my friends ; for 
I must, if it be possible, help my child this one 
time, and no more. I hope I have expressed 
myself that your Grace may understand my mean- 
ing to be this: — I will find the 3000/. and be 
bound, and also my son, only to give us credit, 
I beg your Grace will be so good as to be bound 
with us : it will give a mighty ease to the mind of 
your dutiful daughter.* 

Friday, December 22iid, 1699. 



^ '* Of the extent of his losses at play Lady Russell was not aware till 
his return to England towards the end of the year 1699, when she 
found the amount so considerable as to oblige her to address herself to 
her grandfather to assist her as a security in raising money. The con- 
siderate manner in which she addresses the Duke, and in which she 
speaks of the errors of the young, is a sufficient reason for the afiec- 
tionate confidence placed in her by both/^ — Nate in Miss Berry*s Memoir, 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Thursday.. 

1700. 
I HAD written Thursday, with intentions to have 

gone on with my letter, but, being prevented till 
daylight was gone, am forced by another hand to 
tell you that I have received yours, and shall be 
very glad to have two or three lines every post 
till your child is well again, though I hope all 
danger is over. Your sister has dined here to-day, 
and seems very well if she takes no cold to-day. 
Lord Bedford came last night to town very well. 
The letters due on Tuesday from France are not 
yet come in, but your brother was so well in the 
last that I have no solicitude about it. The mar- 
riage I sent you word of last week takes up the 
talk, that it hardly gives place to the ball. Your 
aunt Anglesea^ made me a visit this afternoon, and 
teUs her story how on Monday her son came to 
beg her pardon that he was married (as he was 
on Saturday), and had not told her.. She replied, 
" My dear, I forgive you, and wish you well and 
her too, and if I meet her in a third place, I shall 
use her with the respect due to your lady, but I 
never desire to see her in my house." My lord 

' Elizabeth, daughter of the Duke of Rutland, married James, Earl 
of Anglesey: the marriage in question was most probably that of her 
eldest son, James, to Catherine, natural daughter of King James II., 
by Catherine, daughter of Sir Charles Sedley, Baronet. 
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1700. asked her if he might come to her house ; she said, 
" Yes, my dear, I have not the heart to forbid you, 
nor any child of mine, nor have any objection to 
the person of your wife, but for one circumstance, 
and that I cannot excuse.*' Then she continued, 
saying how he had often asked her advice, and she 
had always told him if he pleased himself she 
should be pleased, whether she had fortune or no 
fortune, quality or no other quality than being 
born a gentlewoman, but she desires she might be 
one might bring no blot or stain upon her family ; 
this he had disobeyed, and that was her grief. 
Lady Dorchester's passion seems to be weaker; 
she told Mrs. Vernon though she would take her 
own time to see her daughter, she would take it 
kindly if anybody else that did and has seen. My 
Lord Anglesea and his bride has given new life to 
the ball, for now she dances, so does Lady Essex ; 
Lady Betty Cavendish ever designed it, and some 
say the Duchess of St. Albans, Lady Standly, Mrs. 
Godfrey, &c. If more matter of this kind, my 
letter should be longer. I hear this afternoon that 
Lady Gilford is so ill they think she won't live. I 
have not forgot the elder water, but cannot get it 
yet ; the Duchess of Somerset gave it my daughter ; 
she meant to try to-day if Lady Darby could help 
her to it. Has Lady Catharine tried the bath ? it 
cured me of a colick in the stomach that nothing 
else in seven years had done. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO KING WILLIAM. 

Endorsed by L(idy Russell: — ^** My letter to the 1700. 
King, some days after Lord Bedford died, which 
was on 7th September, 1700."^ 

I AM first to ask your Majesty's pardon for the 
liberty I take to trouble you with a letter; but I 
think it a duty incumbent upon me, after acquaint- 
ing your Majesty of the Duke of Bedford's death, 
as he has left me his executor; his George is in my 
custody, and I beg to receive your Majesty's com- 
mands, whether it be your pleasure that my son 
should immediately bring it over to you, or that it 
shall remain in my possession, till we are blessed 
with your Majesty's return to England. My igno- 
rance in things of this nature makes me presume to 
beg the honour of your commands, that I may not 
be wanting in the duty and respect that I shall 
always pay to your Majesty: and since. Sir, I 
presume on your goodness to forgive a woman's 
troubling you, be pleased to permit me, with great 
submission to your better determination, to make a 

' The Duke of Bedford died in his eighty-seventh year, and was in- 
terred in the family vault of Chenies. A funeral sermon was preached 
by Dr. Freeman, at the desire of the .King. The sermon, as already 
mentioned, was printed. Lady Orford, in a letter to Mr. Thornton 
says, *^ He wants us no more, though all that knew him must always 
miss him.^ 
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1700. request in favour of my son, that if you would 
please to think him worthy of the honour to wear a 
Garter* his grandfather so long enjoyed, not only 
my son, but I know the whole family would always 
look upon it as a mark of your grace and favour to 
them; and if anything could make them show a 
greater zeal for your service than they now da, it 
would be the honour you bestow on this young 
man, who, I hope, will live to serve your Majesty 
with a duty and faithfulness becoming the son of 
such a grandfather, and father. And here. Sir, I 
must put a conclusion to my letter, still begging 
your Majesty's pardon, if I have presumed to do 
what I ought not to have done; and that you will 
please to look upon me as the most faithful of 
Your Majesty's 
Most obedient subjects and servants. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY GRANBY. 

Tuesday, Not. 2. 
I KNOW you will be glad to be assured your 
brother is well at Southampton House ; he came 
between three and four o'clock, before we had 
dined. I troubled you to read to little purpose, 
but I did not dream of his coming till after I had 

^ The order was conferred upon him. 
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written. He says his tongue is sore still, but he is 1700. 
very well, he says, but was very foolish, I think, 
not to bleed after his fall. I know not, till I have 
seen your brother, where I am to direct this, but I 
suppose Loffiiam ^ is not to be left so soon, but this 
will find you there, where you will want no news 
that I can write. The Queen visits St. James's to 
see her building, but returns to Kensington; sees 
no company. She cannot set her foot to the 
ground ; has a chair made so well that it is lifted 
with her in it into the coach, and then she moves 
herself to the seat, and the chair taken away. Some 
fancy the Parliament will be adjourned for some 
days; some think otherwise, but certainly the 
Queen intends to get to the House. Lord Marl- 
borough and Lord Portland came on Friday or 
Saturday, but our King of Spain is not like to 
come this fortnight. The Dutch not ready. I 
doubt so far I had written before dinner, and if 
Sir James be a good author, I was wrong about our 
King of Spain, for Lord Marlborough says he 
meant, if the wind was fair, to set sail this very day. 
The sword the said lord had presented him is the 
neatest thing was ever seen, and is very rich too ; 
the top is one entire diamond. The Duke of So^ 
merset is in town, but upon the wing. When Sir 
George Rook gives notice where the King is like to 
land. I will take care about the bottle of Lady 
Allen's water, which I am sorry I forgot, and you 
' Lu£feiihaiii, Rutlandshire. 
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1700. could not remember; but your Ladyship has also 
forgot to give me an answer about the pearl, or to 
send it. It is post time, so this must be ended. 

For the Right Honble. 
the Lady Gnmby. 



LADY RUSSELL TO KDTG WILLIAM. 

Sir, 

I rather choose to trouble your Majesty with a 
letter, than be wanting in my duty, in the most 
submissive manner imaginable, to acknowledge the 
honour and favour I am told your Majesty designs 
for Lord Rutland and his family, in which I am so 
much interested. 

It is an act of great goodness. Sir, in you ; and 
the generous manner you have been pleased to 
promise it in, makes the honour, if possible, greater. 
As you will lay an eternal obligation on that family, 
be pleased to allow me to answer for all those I am 
related to ; they will look on themselves equally 
honoured with Lord Rutland, by your favour to his 
family, and I am sure will express their acknow- 
ledgments to your Majesty in the most dutiful 
manner, to the best of their services ; in which 
I earnestly desire my son Bedford may exceed, as 
he has been first, and early honoured with the 
marks of your favour. And I hope I may live to 
see your Majesty has bestowed one more upon him, 
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who appears to me to have no other ambition, except 1703. 
what he prefers above all others, making himself 
acceptable to your Majesty, and living in your good 
opinion. 

I presume to say, I believe there is no fault in 
his intentions of duty towards your Majesty, nor, I 
trust, ever will be ; and that, as his years increase, 
his performances will better declare the faithfulness 
of his mind, which will hugely enlarge the com- 
forts of 

Your Majesty's most humble, most dutiful, 
and most obedient servant. 

Lady Russell's endorsement on the foregoing letter is in these words : 
^ To the King, 1701-2, about first of March, and found in his pocket 
when dead.** 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY GRANBY. 

Tuesday, 1703. 

I HAVE been under great anxiety, so till the post 
came yesterday, for though Belvoir is so strong a 
building, 1 feared accidents there as little as any- 
where ; yet so many fatal and dismal ones have 
fallen upon so many, that would justify a mighty 
apprehension. I bless God we are all well; but 
the chinmey, where my son and his wife lay, fell, 
and the bricks and soot coming down the chimney, 
made them rise at six o'clock, and come to my 
drawing room ; the wall of the garden fell next the 
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1703/ field, and all the trees beat one side to the very 
ground; but at Stretton my loss is worse in all 
respects, my farms torn to pieces, com and hay dis- 
persed, seen hanging on the trees, and among trees 
near the house, the fir grove, as Richard writes, 
entirely broken and torn up by the roots. I send 
Spencer to-morrow to see if it is in nature possibly 
to get up but a row round the ground. Hampshire 
is all desolation ; Devon House escaped better than 
any house I hear of. Many killed in country as well 
as in town.* Lady Penelopie [Wichlesse ?] killed in 
her bed at their country house, and he, in the same 
bed, found a piece of timber falling between his 
legs, and kept ofi" the bricks, but it is innumerable 
the mischiefs and the preservations ; sea matters yet 
too uncertain. So certain Beaumont is lost, and 
wonderfully lamented, and five ships upon the sand. 
No news that is to be relied on of Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel, and we sorry your Lord lost his match ; 
but really the present calamity takes up all my 
thoughts. It is time to dine, so must end this 
From your afiectionate Mother* 

1 The storm here alluded to is most probably tbe ^ Grreat Storm ** of 
1703 — one of the most terrible that ever raged in England. The loss 
sustained in London alone was calculated at 2,000,000^ sterling. The 
number of persons drowned in the floods of the Severn and Thames, and 
lost on the coast of Holland, and in ships blown from their anchors and 
never heard of afterwards, is thought to have been 8000. Twelve men- 
of-war, with more than 1800 men on board, were lost within sight of 
their own shore. Trees were torn up by their roots, 17,000 of them in 
Kent alone. It was in this storm that the Bishop of Bath and Wells 
and his lady were killed in bed, at their palace in Wells. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO HER SON THE DUKE OF 
BEDFORD. 

Stratton, July, 1706. 
When I take my pen to write this, I am, by the 1706. 
goodness and mercy of God, in a moderate and easy 
state of health — a blessing I have thankfully felt 
through the course of a long life, which (with 
a much greater help,) the contemplation of a more 
durable state, has maintained and upheld me through 
varieties of providences and conditions* of life. 
But all the delights and sorrows of this mixed state 
must end ; and I feel the decays that attend old age 
creep so fast on me,^ that, although I may yet get 
over some more years, however, I ought to make it 
my frequent meditation, that the day is near, when 
this earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved, and my 
immortal spirit be received into that place of purity 
where no unclean thing can enter; there to sing 
eternal praises to the great Creator of all things. 
With the Psalmist, I believe, " at his right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore : " and what is good 
and of eternal duration, must be joyful above what 
we can conceive ; as what is evil and of like 

> *^ Lady Rnssell now saw her son established in all the honours of his 
race, with a wife who seems to have justified the choice she had made for 
him, and by whom he was the happy father of several children.^ — Miss 
Berry. 

^ Lady Russell Yrns now past seventy years of age. 
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1706. duration, must be despairingly miserable. And 
now, my dear child, I pray, I beseech you, I con- 
jure you, my loved son, consider what there is of 
felicity in this world, that can compensate the hazard 
of losing an everlasting easy being ; and then deli- 
berately weigh, whether or no the delights and gra- 
tifications of a vicious or idle course of life are such, 
that a wise or thoughtful man would choose or 
submit to. Again, fancy its enjoyments at the 
height imagination can propose or suggest (which 
yet rarely or never happens, or if it does, as a 
vapour soon vanishes) ; but let us grant it could, 
and last to fourscore years, is this more than the 
quickest thought to eternity? Oh, my child! fix 
on that word, eternity ! Old Hobbes,* with all his 
fancied strength of reason, could never endure to 
rest or stay upon that thought, but ran from it to 
some miserable amusement. I remember to have 
read of some man, who reading in the Bible some- 
thing that checked him, he threw it on the ground ; 
the book fell open, and his eye fixed on the word 
eternity, which so struck upon his mind, that he 
from a bad liver, became a most holy man. Cer- 

* He could not endure to be left in an empty house, and whenever hia 
friend and patron, the Earl of Devonshire, removed from Chatsworth to 
Hardwick, he would go with him. When he was in a very weak con- 
dition he dared not he left behind, but made his way upon a feather bed 
in a coach, though he survived the journey but a few days. He could 
not bear any discourse of death, and seemed to cast off all thoughts of 
it ; he delighted to reckon, though then upwards of ninety years of age, 
upon longer life. 
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tainly nothing besides the belief of reward and 1706. 
punishment can make a man truly happy in his life, 
at his death, and after death. Keep innocency, and 
take heed to the thing that is right ; for that shall 
bring a man peace at the last — peace in the evening 
of each day, peace in the day of death, and peace 
after death. For my own part, I apprehend, I 
should not much care (if free from pain) what my 
portion in this world was, — if a life to continue, 
perhaps one year, or twenty, or eighty; but then, to 
be dust, not to know or be known any more,' — this 
is a thought has something of horror in it to me, 
and always had ; and would make me careless, if it 
were to be long or short ; but to live, to die, to live 
again, has a joy in it ; and how inexpressible is that 
joy, if we secure an humble hope to live ever hap- 
pily ; and this we may do, if we take care to live 
agreeably to our rational faculties, which also best 
secures health, strength, and peace of mind, the 
greatest blessings on earth. Believe the Word of 
God, the Holy Scriptures, the promises and threats 
contained in them : and what most obstructs our 
doing so, I am persuaded, is fear of punishment. 
Look up to the firmament, and down to the deep, 
how can any doubt a divine power ? And if there 
is, what can be impossible to infinite power ? Then, 
why an infidel in the world? And if not such, who 
then would hazard a future state, for the pleasure of 
sin a few days ? No wise man, and, indeed, no man 
that lives and would deserve to see good days ; for 
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1706. ^^® ^^^^ ^^ ®^^ *^® grateful. In his Gospel, the 
terrors of majesty are laid aside, and He speaks in 
the still and soft voice of his Son incarnate, the 
fountain and spring whence flow gladness. A 
gloomy and dejected countenance better becomes a 
galley-slave than a Christian, where joy, love, and 
hope should dwell. The idolatrous heathen per- 
formed their worship with trouble and terror ; but 
a Christian, and a good liver, with a merry heart 
and lightsome spirit: for, examine and consider 
well, where is the hardship of a virtuous life? 
(when we have moderated our irregular habits and 
passions, and subdued them to the obedience of 
reason and religion.) We are free to all the inno- 
cent gratifications and delights of life ; and we may 
lawfully, nay, further, I say we ought to rejoice in 
this beautiful world, and all the conveniences and 
provisions, even for pleasure, we find in it; and 
which, in much goodness, is afforded us to sweeten 
and allay the labours and troubles incident to this 
mortal state, nay, inseparable, I believe, by dis- 
appointments, cross accidents^ bad health, unkind 
returns for good deeds, mistakes even among 
friends, and what is most touching, death of friends. 
But in the worst of these calamities, the thought of 
a happy eternity does not alone support, but also 
revive the spirit of a man; and he goeth forth 
to his labour with inward comfort, till the evening 
of his day (that is, his life on earth), and, with the 
Psalmist, cries out, " I will consider the heavens 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 177 

even the work of thy fingers, the moon and the 1706. 
stars which thou hast ordained. What is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, that^ 
thou shouldest so regard him ?" Psahn viii. " Thou 
madest him lower than the angels, to crown him 
with glory." Here is matter of praise and gladness. 
** The fool," as the Psalmist expresses it, " hath 
said in his heart, there is no God." Or, let us con- 
sider the man, who is content to own an invisible 
power, yet tries to believe, that when man has done 
living on this earth he lives no more: but I would 
ask, if any of these unhappy creatures are fully 
persuaded, or that there does not remain in those 
men^ at times (as in sickness, or sober thought- 
fulness), some suspicion or doubt, that it may 
be other than they try to think. And although 
they may, to shun such a thought, or be rid of such 
a contemplation, run away from it to some unpro- 
fitable diversion, or, perhaps, suffer themselves to be 
rallied out of such a thought, so destructive to the 
way they walk in ; yet, to be sure, that man does 
not feel the peace and tranquillity he does, who 
believes a future state, and is a good man. For, 
although this good man, when his mind may be 
clouded with some calamity, very grievous to him, 
or the disorder of vapours to a melancholy temper, 
I say, if he is tempted to some suspicion, that it is 
possible it may be other than he believes (pray 
observe), such a surmise or thought, nay, the belief, 
cannot drive him to any horror: he fears no evil, 
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1706. because he is a good man, and with his life all 
sorrow ends too; therefore, it is not to be denied 
^ he is the wisest man who lives by the Scripture rule, 
and endeavours to keep God's laws. First, his 
mind is in peace and tranquillity ; he walks sure 
who keeps innocence, and takes heed to the thing 
that is right : gndly. He is secure God is his friend^ 
that Infinite Being; and He has said, " Come unto 
me, ye that are heavy laden, my yoke is easy:'* but 
guilt is, certainly, a heavy load; it sinks and damps 
the spirits. "A wounded spirit who can bear?*' 
And the evil subtle spirit waits (I am persuaded) to 
drive the sinner to despair; but godliness makes a 
cheerful heart. 

Now, O man ! let not past errors discourage : who 
lives and sins not ? God will judge the obstinate, 
profane, unrelenting sinner, but, full of compassion 
to the work of his own hand, if they will cease 
from doing evil and learn to do well, pray for grace 
to repent, and endeavour with that measure which 
will be given, if sincerely asked for; for at what 
time soever a sinner repents (but observe, this is no 
licence to sin, because at any time we may repent), 
for that day we may not live to see ; and so, like 
the fool in the parable, our lamps be untrimmed 
when we are called upon. Remember, that to for- 
sake vice is the beginning of virtue; and virtue 
certainly is most conducive to content of mind and 
a cheerful spirit. He (the virtuous man) rejoiceth 
with a friend in the good things he enjoys ; fears 
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not the reproaches of any ; no evil spirit can 1707. 
approach to hurt him here, or accuse him in the 
great day of the Lord, when every soul shall 
be judged according as they have done good or 
evil. Oh, blessed state ! fit for life, fit for death ! 
In this good state I wish and pray for all mankind ; 
but most particularly, and with all the ardour I am 
capable of, to those I have brought into the world, 
and those dear to them. Thus are my fervent and 
frequent prayers directed, — that you may die the 
death of the righteous, and to this end, that Al- 
mighty God would endue you all with spiritual 
wisdom, to discern what is pleasing in his sight.^ 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY DE ROOS. 

Saturday, Sept. 6, 1707. 

Expecting the Duke and Duchess of Somerset 
this evening, I am writing to dispatch a letter, not 
being sure how I can dispose of my hours the days 
of their being here. Your sister says they both 
design to come hither from Windsor, but I guess 
that will be but for a little time, and would not 
have her fatigue herself for a few days. I suppose 
your Lord is with you before this, and conclude 
he will have heard nothing at Lord Wharton's that 
will settle your head about your sons. I am of 

1 From Miss Beny^s Memoir. 
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1707. your Lord's mind, that a man who has lived in 
a country village will even at present not know 
enough of the world to live in a family like yours, 
and I think I have in some of mine mentioned to 
that purpose. I have been talking to Mr. Harbo- 
rough if he knew anything of the usher: Lord Cart- 
wright mentioned his name, Callot ; he says no, not 
by sight, but he knows one Mr. Caswal, that was 
first usher and married, and because he married the 
master would not let him continue, so he set up 
a school in Westminster, and has about eighty 
scholars, and has hurt the great school. Now he 
remembers, he says, that Callot and he were near 
joining, and if they had it was thought the great 
school had been hurt much more, but something 
about pre-eminence broke them off; and Callot see- 
ing Mr. Caswal thrive so well, set up too. Whether 
he did not hit so well, or why he gave it over he 
does not know, but it seems he is now usher to the 
great school, and a great burden it is, he says, to 
discharge well, and all the lesser boys are the 
care. Now he knows Mr. Caswal very well, and a 
most extraordinary man he is for goodness as well 
as learning, and would give a faithful character, 
but he says that Doctor Bently threatening to put 
him, Callot, out of the book, is a good sign that he is 
a man of parts, and so they want him at times of 
great exercises, and at their acts I suppose. But 
he says, though he has but 30/. a year, yet he, per- 
haps, makes it up 100/. other ways by gifts. It is 
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ordinary at Christmas for the children's friends to 1707. 
give a guinea^ some two, so that it may not be so 
very easy to get him if he is so very deserving. 
When you have talked all this, young Lord, if you 
care for inquiring this way by Mr. Caswal, it is soon 
done, and no doubt you know some know Bently 
well enough. 

Talking about the matter, Mr. Harborough was 
saying Saul was a very good scholar he thought, 
and Englishmen were inclined to approve of their 
way of learning, for this reason only, that if by 
accident or idleness they had forgot, they knew 
where to find it, and so recover themselves ; but the 
other way being by example, not rule, they know not 
where to go for it ; but this by the by, and not to 
the purpose, but I set down all I hear : indeed, if 
the usher did hit, and not being a divine, he might 
be a jewel, and be ever for one use or another. His 
age, as he, Mr. Scarborough I mean, guesses, must 
be twenty-six, — a good age enough, but remember 
figure ; that he be not unsightly ; for he might be as 
Mr. Flumo was with Lord Sunderland in all places, 
if he would learn French, which an ingenious man 
would soon do. I have put the question to Mr. 
Moor, so take my leave for this time, and if I want 
time shall scribble to Pulse. 
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LORD ORFORD TO LADT RUSSELL. 

Madam^ 
1707. If I thought the account I am going to give 
your Ladyship of Wobum and the master of it, 
would be disagreeable to you, I should ease you of 
the trouble of this letter. I am newly come from 
thence, where I stayed a whole week, and upon my 
word, I never was better pleased to see the Duke 
and Duchess of Bedford both extreme easy in their 
house, and living with the greatest order and de- 
corum that it is possible, so discreet, keeping a very 
good table, and everything in the house as regular 
and in good order as I have seen in any family that 
pretends the most to economy. Your son busies 
himself with improving his park and grounds, and 
has got the reputation of a great husbandman* I 
have told them the fear I am imder is his growing 
covetous, which I think is a fault for a man of his 
quality and estate, next to running into a greater 
debt than one can pay. I endeavoured to persuade 
him to be some years longer in paying off his debt, 
and to allow himself more that he may complete his 
house for his dwelling to his own mind, but I find 
his thoughts and heart is fully set to put himself 
beforehand in the world, which cannot be accounted 
an act of indiscretion. If I may be believed, I 
have not for many years had a truer satisfaction 
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than observing, the time I was there, "the Duke of 1707. 
Bedford's behaviour in all respects, for as much as I 
have a concern for the well-being of the family, and 
a zeal not common for the son of a man I passion- 
ately love, and a mother I have, without a compli- 
ment, the greatest honour and respect for imagin- 
able; and I now have great pleasure in thinking 
I shall have good reason to value this present Duke 
of Bedford, not only as I have the honour to be 
related to him, but for his own virtue and honour- 
able principles. He has a very good imderstanding, 
and his late proceedings show him to have a true 
sense of honour and parts. From all which it is 
very easy to believe he will see as a man of his qua- 
lity ought to do, and as that family has always done 
since they have been termed noble. Upon my word, 
I write this with great pleasure, possibly with 
greater than I can well express. God has blessed 
him with fine children, I hope and depend they will 
have many more. He shows himself a fond husband 
and kind father, two very good things. 

And now. Madam, I must not conclude without 
telling you my complaints. Picket was the even- 
ing's diversion, in which I, poor man, was a terrible 
sufferer. A pound a night hardly did my busi- 
ness, and not one pool in all that time came to my 
share. You may judge. Madam, what trouble and 
concern I lay under at my ill fortune, or rather ill 
play. I would fain have prevailed with him to 
come to Chippenham this Newmarket meeting, but 
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1707. he will not stir this year^ but makes me hope I shall 
see him here if we live so long as the next summer ; 
and then I have a proposal to make^ which I hope 
will not be denied me, because it will be the greatest 
pleasure and satisfaction I can ever propose to my- 
self for the few years that I have in course of 
nature to crawl about (insignificant as I am). The 
business is, to have the honour of your Ladyship's 
company with all your sons and daughters at this 
poor place. I shall be very happy to see you all 
together imder my roof. I will undertake to con- 
trive the journey to be easy for you without the 
trouble of a long day's journey, nor to have the 
uneasiness of being at an inn by the way ; and the 
greatest compliment and demonstration I can show 
for such an honour is, instead of allowing one 
pound a day for cards, I will come up to one and a 
half. And now, Madam, I have troubled you writh 
a very long letter : I have nothing more than to 
ofier you ten thousand pardons for taking up so 
much of your time, and to conclude with what I 
shall for ever be, with the greatest truth and 
respect. Madam, 

Your Ladyship's most faithful and obedient 
Humble servant, 

Orford.* 

■ From the Deyonshire Papers ; it is already printed in BCr. Wiffen^s 
Memoir of the House of Russell ; Imt it appeared desirable to introduce 
it again here. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Saturday, August 12, 1708. 
At present I feel so small a content in writing or 1708. 
reading letters, that I should not choose it to enter- 
tertain myself or you ; for there is but one subject 
to think or speak of — one that is not to be cast off, 
nor yet digested. For my part, I can bring no 
serious, thinking, considering thought ; but, turn it 
all ways, it ever centres in the same one I love not 
to name : it is dismal ; but I throw it away as often 
aa I can, since no result is so taken from my opi- 
nion. But my heart must care for those I love (I 
hope) better than my old self, because so much 
younger : perhaps, if as near fourscore as I am, I 
might be more indifferent.* But all this is a digres- 
sion from the matter I took my pen to set down. 
I hear you are going, or perhaps gone, to Wobum, 
from whence your brother seems to intend to leave 
in a fortnight as I hear. Now Doctor Sloane* told 
Spencer there had been three gone out of Streatham 
House of the small-pox; and more died in that 
parish this summer than any year since the plague, 
by very many. Now if to change from an infected 
air to a better is thought less safe than staying in it, 

* To what this alludes the editor has not been able to discover. 
' The celebrated Sir Hans Sloane, at that time physician to Christ^s 
HospitaL 
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1708. sure to leave a healthy one for one not so must be 
yet more to be apprehended ; but any caution from 
me may not take : but if you, when with them 
in talk, put the question, if the Doctor would 
think it advisable, being all well where they are, 
to change nearer London, it will not be misunder- 
stood ; and when they have considered they must 
choose for themselves : but if so near, your brother 
will be so oft in London that it will be very happy 
if he escapes.^ When I left London my sister 
Robert * was so positive Lady Bedford had resolved 
to continue at Wobum, that she would not credit 
my saying I did not know it ; and added, she was 
sure she had bespoke her midwife ; but I thought 
that might be in case of need. If wavering, a word 
in season may settle it. My service to your Lord 
and self, with my poor prayers for all mercies and 
blessings to you both, and yours, closes this from 

xl. R* 

All kind service to Mr. Charlton. I desire he 
will suppress vapours : none on earth knows what 
is to come. 

' Within three yean afterwards he fell a sacrifice to the disease his 
mother so much dreaded for him« 
' Lady Robert RusselL 
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LADY RUSSELL TO SIR JONATHAN TRELAWNEY/ 
BISHOP OP EXETER. 

My Lord, 

I am much obliged to your Lordship for the 1709. 
account you give me of your transactions with Mr. 
Reinolds, and the vicar of Tavistock, esteeming the 
pains you have taken in being so particular, both as 
a respect and as proceeding from the same motive 
that inclined me to speak with your Chancellor, 
which was, that this matter might be amicably com- 
posed. The late Duke of Bedford was a person of 
great justice, moderation, and courtesy, from which, 

' ** He was a younger son of Sir Jonathan Trelawney, of Pelynt, in 
Cornwall ; but his elder brother dying in 1680, he inherited the title of 
Baronet. He was a man of polite manners, competent learning, and un- 
common knowledge of the world. He was a true son and Mend of the 
Church, and exerted himself with courage and alacrity, with magnanimity 
and address, in defence of her just rights and privileges. He was friendly 
and open, generous and charitable; was a good companion and a good 
man. He was successiyely bishop of Bristol, Exeter, and Winchester." 
^-Qrainger*8 Biographioal Dictionary^ yoL iv. p. 521 • 

While Bishop of Exeter, he was one of the seven sent to the Tower, 
1688 ; his imprisonment caused a great commotion among his county-men 
in Cornwall. "All over the county the peasants chanted a ballad, of 
which the burden is still remembered : — 

* And shall TreUiwney die, and shall Trekwney die ? 
Then thirty thousand Cornish boys will know the reason why.* 

** The miners from their caverns re-echoed the song with a variation :— 

' Then twenty thousand under ground will know the reason why.' ** 

Macaulay. 
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1709. if he ever swerved, I daxe say, it was only through 
misinformation ; but, in managing his business he 
was regular to his method, doing it all generally by 
his officers, and very reserved to his friends and 
relations. I never knew anything of this difference 
till some time after his Grace's death, that Mr. 
Reinolds, his chief steward, applying himself to 
me, among other things, acquainted me therewith, 
which he did upon occasion of a letter he had lately 
received from the vicar, wherein he gave him to 
understand that your Lordship had renewed your 
prosecution, and that he was under some apprehen- 
sions my son would not support him as his grand- 
father would have done ; to which, out of pity to 
the grief and fear he expressed, I ordered the 
steward to reply to this effect : — That my son being 
at Newmarket he could give him, at present, no 
answer from him ; but I bid him tell him from me 
that I did not doubt but my son would assist him 
in all things that were just and reasonable ; and, re- 
solving to get a relation of it as soon as I could 
from your Lordship's side, I found means to dis- 
course with Doctor Edisbury, your Chancellor, of 
which, I suppose, he has given you a better account 
than I can. Had I not observed, that most of the 
differences that are arise from not having patience, 
or not using proper means to be truly informed, I 
should have thought you had singled out this man ; 
but by the course I took I soon understood your 
orders were general. I agree, my Lord, the vicar 
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ought to observe the rubric, and obey all your 1709. 
canonical mjunctions; I am sensible what good 
effect singing psalms musically has had, in several 
parishes ; and I am sorry a man, especially in so 
populous a place, should need to be ordered to read 
prayers Wednesdays and Fridays, In short, my 
Lord, neither I, nor any that I can persuade, will 
assist in opposing your just authority ; and, saving 
that we are not of their mind who would lay pains 
and penalties upon people for not conforming to its 
worship, we are, as much as any, for supporting the 
Church of England, and encouraging communion 
with it. 

I am satisfied, my Lord, there are many would be 

very inconsiderable, were it not for being fierce of a 

party ; and for that end they keep up a dissension, 

when the reason of it is ceased : but I wish those 

whom I am concerned for to value men according to 

their worth, and not for being of a party, and to be 

assured irreligious and immoral men, of whatever 

party they are, or whatever they profess, can never 

be true to friend or country, wanting the principles 

that should make them so. It highly imports my 

son to inquire into the things your Lordship relates 

of an oflSicer of his ; and if what he writ to one of 

the gentlemen you mention be extant, and were put 

into my son's hands, it would be an undeniable 

proof, and put the matter past all out-facing. I 

cannot conclude, before I give your Lordship my 

thanks for your obliging letters, and your favour to 
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1709. the vicar, upon our account. My son will order his 
steward to advise him to be more observant for the 
future, and to let him know he must expect no 
countenance from him, if he be irregular. 
I am, your Lordship's. 



BURKET, BISHOP OP SALISBURY, TO LADY EUSSELL. 

I CANNOT keep myself from writing, though 
I cannot tell how to express the deep sense I have 
of this new heavy stroke with which God is trying 
your faith and patience. To lose the only son of 
such a father,* who was become so truly his son in 

' The death of her son Wriotheslej, second Dake of Bedford, K.G., 
''a child of many tears and prayers.** The following snnunaiy of his 
character is taken from Wiffen's Memoirs of the House of Russell : — ^ Of 
Wriothesley, Duke of Bedford, few particulars remain to be commu- 
nicated. To floriculture, as well as landscape gardening and agriculture^ 
he i^ppears to haye been much deyoted ; in one of his letters to Sir Hans 
Sloane, in 1709, he seeks to tempt that philosophic virtuoso and amiable 
man to Wobum, by stating that he was about receiying *& great number 
of rarities, and particularly a Uirge collection of ranunculi from Candia, 
such a one as he belieyes was neyer before seen in England.* In these 
pursuits, which Lord Bacon terms * the purest of human pleasures,* and 
in collecting and perusing the rare and valuable books which he was con- 
stantly adding to his library, his tranquil years passed on. Tet, although 
passionately fond of his retirement in the country, he was not inattentive 
to his public duties. Whilst naturally attached to the great principles 
for which his fiither had laid down his life, he took a part of much mode- 
ration in the high disputes that agitated the reign and the parliaments of 
Queen Anne. He had been so far disposed to support what were con- 
sidered the interests of the Church of England, as to vote in 1703 for 
the bill against occasional conformity, but in 1710, when he saw the 
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all respects, is, indeed, anew opening a deep wound, 171K 
which God had, by many special providences, for 
several years, been binding up and healing. But 
now you will see, whether you can truly say, 
" Not my will, but thy will be done." For God's 
sake, do not abandon yourself once more into a 
deep inconsolable melancholy: rouse up the spirit 
God has given you, and say, " The Lord has given, 
the Lord has taken ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord." When God took his blessed father, he 
was left as a branch to spring up in his stead : now 
God has taken him ; but the branches are left 
in whom he is to live again. Remember you are 
now much older than when you suffered yourself to 
sink so much imder a great though a just load. 
You cannot now stand under what you bore then : 
and you do not know but that, as God has helped 
you in so eminent a manner to do your duty to your 
own children, he may yet have a great deal for you 
to do to your children's children; and, therefore, 
study to compose your spirits into a resignation to 
the holy will of God, and see what remains for you 

passion of the time for absolute intolerance and bigotry, be was anxious 
to record bis adberence to the great cause of civil and religious liberty, 
and in the memorable trial of Sacbeverel gave bis vote against that fiery 
zealot" 

•* At bis death-bed," says Miss Berry, ** we find only bis mother re- 
ceiving bis last words, soothing his last moments, and pointing his last 
thoughts to that heaven which she was again to prove gives means of 
support in present, and of consolation in future, for all misfortunes, bow- 
ever severe or repeated, to which we have not ourselves contributed." 
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1711. yet to be done, before your course is finished. 
I could not help giving this vent to that true and 
hearty concern I have in everything that touches 
you in so tender a part, I can do no more hut 
follow this with my most earnest prayers to the God 
of all comfort for you and all yours, more particu- 
larly for the sweet remnants of him, whom God has 
taken to Himself. 

I am, beyond all expression, 
Madam, 
Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 

SaliBbuiy, May 30ih, 1711. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

Alas ! my dear Lord Galway, my thoughts are 
yet all disorder, confusion, and amazement ; and I 
think I am very incapable of saying or doing what 
I should.' 

I did not know the greatness of my love to 
his person, till I could see it no more. When 
nature, who will be mistress, has in some measure, 

' The death of her only son. To this affliction succeeded, in Nov., 
1711, the loss of her daughter, the Dnchess of Rutland, who died m 
child-bed. Lady Russell, after seeing her in the coffin, went to her other 
daughter, married to the Duke of Devonshire, from whom it was neces- 
sary to conceal her grie^ she being at that time in child-bed likewise ; 
therefore she assumed a cheerful air, and, with astonishing resolution 
agreeable to truth, answered her anxious daughter's inquiries with these 
words — ** I have seen your sister out of bed to-day." 
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with time, reKeved herself, then, and not till then, 1711. 

I trust the Goodness, which hath no bounds, and 

whose power is irresistible, will assist me by his 

grace to rest o^bntented with what his unerring 

providence has appointed and permitted. And I 

shall feel ease in this contemplation, that there ^as 

nothing uncomfortable in his death, but the losing 

him. His God was, I verily believe, ever in 

his thoughts. Towards his last hours he called 

upon Him, and complained he could not pray 

his prayers. To what I answered, he said, he 

wished for more time to make up his accounts 

with God. Then with remembrance to his sisters, 

and telling me how good and kind his wife had 

been to him, and that he should have been glad 

to have expressed himself to her, said something 

to me of my double kindness to his wife, and 

so died away. There seemed no reluctancy to leave 

this world, patient and easy the whole time, and 

I believe knew his danger, but loath to grieve those 

by him, delayed what he might have said. But 

why all this? The decree is past. I do not ask 

your prayers ; I know you offer them with sincerity 

to our Almighty God for 

Your afflicted kinswoman. 
June, 1711. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

My Lord, 
1712. I have been for some weeks often resolved, and 
as soon unresolved, if I would or would not engage 
upon a subject I cannot speak to without some 
emotion, but I cannot suffer your being a stranger 
to any that very near concerns me. Yet before 
I could dispose myself to do it, concluded the 
article not a secret to you, such care having by one 
side been taken, as to let it be a visiting day affair, 
whether or not the Duke of Rutland had not fixed 
a second choice? perhaps as proper to call it 
the first; for when marriages are so very early, 
it is accepting rather than choosing, on either side. 
But Lord Rutland, to the end of my good child's 
life, has so well approved of the choice, in all 
and every respect, and, now that she is no more, 
has, with very deliberate consideration, as soon as 
he composed his mind to think, first taken care to 
inquire, and be truly informed what powers he had 
to do for his children; and then, by the strictest 
rules of justice and impartial kindness, settled 
every younger child's portion, by adding to what 
they had before. As it is to me the most solid 
instance of his respect and love he can now give to 
her memory, and being I believe it done with an 
honest sincerity, and true value of her, and all her 
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virtues, I conceive it would be wrong in me to take 1712. 
offence at some circumstances the censorious part of 
the town will be sure to do, and refine upon, for the 
sake of talk, I miss the hearing, by seeing few, 
and not answering questions/ 
- The first notice I had of his intention was by 
Mr. Charlton, and I really believe that was as soon 
as he had given himself his own consent. He told 
me he found him under great unquietness, when he 
acquainted him with his thoughts, who said, he was 
under all the anxieties a man could feel how to 
break it to me, though it was then but a thought of 
his own, yet so much he would not conceal from 
me. Mr. Charlton imdertook to tell me, and I did 
as soon resolve to let it pass as easy between him 
and me as I could, by bidding Mr. Charlton let 
him know I would begin to him. I did so, which 
put us both in some disorder, but I believe he took, 
as I meant it, kindly. 

A decency in time was all I expected. The 
person is sister to the present Lord Sherard; the 
other sister had been a widow to a Lord Irwine, 
and some years ago married a brother of the 
Duchess of Rutland, a Mr. Noel,* who has been 

* John Lord Roos, afterwards Duke of Rutland, (whose first wife, 
Catherine, Lady RusselPs second daughter, died Oct 31, 1711,) on Jan. 
1, 1712-13, married Lucy, sister to Benuet Sherard, first Earl of Har- 
borough. 

^ John Noel, third son of Baptist, Viscount Campden, married Eliza- 
beth, eldest sister to Bennet, Earl of Harborough, and widow of Edward 
Ingram, Viscount Irwine, in Scotland. 

o 2 
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1712. a companion to his nephew ever since our sorrowful 
time. Here is a general opinion that the Lord 
St. John* is gone to Paris; some will suppose 
it is to try if the French King will come up to the 
terms the Dutch will accept. 
Augusts, 1712. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

The change of your secretary is much to the 
advantage of the reader ; it would be so to you, I 
conclude, if I did not choose to be my own ; but 
when I write as I do to you, the amusement is more 
agreeable to myself, and I assure myself you will 
make it so to you, if you can find what I mean 
to say; for I know I am exceeding apt to miss 
words I meant to put down. However, unless 
the business be of importance, I spare my eyes 
examining. As to the subject of my last, I will let 
it rest. As to the point of education, I am sorry 
we are not of one mind; but there is no help 
where there is no remedy. There is an over-ruling 
Providence, and I try to hope her children shall be 
blessed. It was their good mother's thoughts under 
her hand, and though it might be thought her 
children would want her, yet her hope was, her 
prayers in their behalf had been heard. There 

^ Lord St John, afterwards Viscount Bolingbroke, famous for his 
share in the peace of Utrecht, &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE EARL OF GALWAY. 197 

is nothing yet appears blamable in them. Their 1712. 
father's indulgence may hurt in their best part, but 
as to the worldly part, if he is honestly dealt with 
in the drawing up of writings, he puts it out of his 
power to prevent any attempt for it. Let that 
be as it will, these accidents in families have been, 
and will no doubt be while the world lasts. And if 
we are so happy as to secure our next, and lasting 
stake, it matters little how this passes; yet flesh 
and blood shrinks at pain, and want of ease in body 
or mind, and it is natural to do so. Who can do 
otherwise, but by an affected force ? and in that is 
no virtue : but I leave this : you want no admo- 
nitions. I want the practice, though my years are 
many. 

Now, my Lord, I come to my neighbour Withers, 
as you call him. I know the persons of none of 
that name ; if it be him at Alsford, he has been a 
commander, and may talk of taking and defending 
towns more knowingly than bargaining for lands; 
but I fancy it is another rather further from me, 
and the family more known to me a hundred years 
ago. As to the warren, I do not value foxes as the 
gentleman does, but I do the beauty of our Warren ; 
and for the value, you found he went but half way ; 
but to cut that short, it is entailed, and I must 
leave it so. The warrener must be bribed, not me. 

I am thankful to God I have made an end between 
Mr, Sp ' and myself, &c. Now as I am to 

* Most probably Mr. Spencer, her steward. 
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1712. answer for Mr. Sp , who was an accountant 

to me, being employed by me so; there is this 
article between him and me, that if at any time 
there is a discovery of any money, or debt due to 
him, I have the title to it, and not he, let it be much 
or little. 

After many offers and endeavours by council and 
vnthout, I came to this agreement: — He was to 
make a clear and full discovery of all he is worth, 
lands, leases, monies, goods, debts, &c. Then I, 
who was to have the whole in me, allow back to him 
what I think will be a subsistence to him, his vrife 
and children. And so I have done. Swearing is 
what I desire to excuse ; for it is possible he might 
be tempted to proceed in doing ill, and I not the 
better ; and if he had sworn truth, as others pro- 
fessed they would not believe him, though I am less 
free in the professing of it, I might have doubted : 
then why provoke him to sin ? 

What has been urged to me over and over again, 
many times, has no force in it, which was, that they 
would undertake, and are sure he could conceal ten 
thousand pounds, which I should never discover, 
either in this nation or India. My answer is, if it 
cannot ever be found, it is to me as if it were not. 
And if I had any opinion of a conjurer (as we call 
them), I would not seek it that way. So what 
I approved best of, I chose. 

That if a discovery be made out it is to my use. 
Now the farm he has from his father, which is 55/. 
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a year, I could not come at, all counsel agreeing it to 1712. 
be out of the way : nay I must have had application 
to Chancery to have proceeded : there he could have 
hung it up. Sir Joseph Jekyl said this, that there 
it might hang for a dozen of years, nay to the end 
of the youngest in the room, and Tom Selwood was 
one of the seven or eight ; there were four counsel. 
Also, he said, he would not take five thousand 
poimds of me towards the charge I should be at. 
But all this avails not at all ; nothing but prison, 
nay, dying on a dunghill has no ill sound. At last 
I gave no further trouble (after having endured 
so much myself), from the opinion of a great lawyer, 
though not now to be paid as counsel. After two 
hours' discourse, and laying all before him, he told 
me it was the most advisable thing to compound the 
matter : and he esteemed it a very good composition, 
where they pretended to seven or eight thousand 
pounds from me, to pay me between two or three. 
He was so vehement in his opinion of making an 
end, that as a friend he prayed and exhorted me to 
set to it next morning ; and if it were his case he 
would not sleep till it was done, if that were pos- 
sible ; for if he should happen to die, I could not 
imagine how bad my circumstances might be, even 
to the returning two thousand pounds I had then 
received, and never be able to disprove his account, 
so be a debtor eight thousand pounds to his wife 
and children. This has given me many terrible 
waking hours from week to, week, seeking to please 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 LADY RUSSELL TO 

1712. and accommodate to my wishes; but they were not 
inclined to believe what they did not like ; so took 
no impression, as I would think they did not believe 
it did in me : but I was no hypocrite ; I felt more 
than I told. My mind is more at rest as to all 
my worldly concerns. Here I ask of Lord Galway.^ 
Saturday, Aug^aBt 16, 1712. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

I HAVE before me, my good Lord, . two of your 
letters, both partially and tenderly kind, and coming 
from a sincere heart and honest mind (the last 
a plain word, but, if I mistake not, very significant), 
are very comfortable to me, who I hope have no 
proud thoughts of myself, as to any sort. The 
opinion of an esteemed friend, that one is not very 
wrong, assists to strengthen a weak and willing 
mind to do her duty towards that Almighty Being, 
who has from infinite bounty and goodness so 
chequered my days on this earth, as I can thankfully 
reflect I have felt many, I may say many years of 
pure, and, I trust, innocent, pleasant content, and 
happy enjoyments as this world can afford, particu- 
larly that biggest blessing of loving and being loved 
by those I loved and respected : on earth no enjoy- 
ment certainly to be put in balance with it. All 

* Conclusion in another paper not found. 
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other axe like wine, intoxicates for a time, but the 1712. 
end is bitterness, at least not profitable. Mr. 
Waller (whose picture you look upon) has, I long 
remember, these words — 

All we know they do above, 

Is, that they sing, and that they love. 

The best news I have heard is, you have two 
good companions with you, which I trust will con- 
tribute to divert you this sharp season, when after 
so sore a fit, as I apprehend you have felt, the air, 
even of your improving pleasant garden, cannot be 
enjoyed without hazard. 

The Queen has appointed twelfth-day for a 
drawing-room, and several tables for play, but 
there was none till yesterday, and how that passed 
I know not. 

I heard a lady say yesterday, that the Ambas- 
sador had turned away four servants for selling 
wine by bottles, and that she had tasted his bur- 
gundy, which was very good.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

About 1712 or 1713. 

Having scribbled a great deal but last post, 
there is reason I should be quiet this ; but the letter 
' The conclusion and date lost. 
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1712. 1 have read, under your own hand, affects me so 
much, I cannot forbear to say your right hand was 
not more easy to be read.* However, the chief 
errand of this is to require of you not to make a 
custom of it to me ; for if you will but take care, 
in case you are not well, that I hear, by any hand, 
how you are, in a line or two, I shall be best con- 
tent ; and when I do not hear, believe your health 
pretty good, at least: but your Lordship is so 
puffed up with the honours you receive from our sex, 
you must brag ! The more serious of your papers 
I shall say no more to, than that, as it is written in 
a fair character, so I do, with much ease, read the 
words ; but, as you rightly observe, the difficulty 
lies in practice, yet neither you nor myself have the 
smiles of fortune too lavishly bestowed upon us, or 
to abide by us as to draw our hearts or minds as to 
choose and be fond of what the world at present af- 
fords us : but if, with the length of our days here, 
we can feel our desires and wills docible, willing to 
submit as to improve our best thoughts and per- 



* Lord Galway had lost his right ann at the nnfortimate battle of 
Almanza, where he commanded the allied troops of England and Por- 
tugal, and was beaten by the Dnke of Berwick, April 24, 1707. For 
this defeat, and his sabseqnent conduct daring the Spanish campaign, he 
was arraigned by Lord Peterborough in the House of Lords, in February, 
1710. '^The services of Lord Galway, which had often been signally 
meritorious, ought to have protected him from the seyere censures with 
which he was now loaded ; though his errors or misconduct had been 
established by more impartial and satisfactory evidence than was pro- 
duced upon this occasion.^ — Somerville^s History of Queen AnnCj p. 422. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE EARL OF GALWAY. 203 

formances, then our lives are granted as a blessing, 1712. 
as we may assure ourselves. 

Pray, my Lord, be not in care about my writings.* 
Indeed, they are not worth your reading nor the 
postage: but I consider if anybody living will 
think them so it is yourself and Lady Norton ;* and 
I often feel myself willing to relieve my thoughts 
so apt to reflect upon times past, when to look for- 
ward to what is to come should be my care, my 
comfort, or my dread. God's grace preserve me 
from the last, and strengthen the first to me, to the 
end of those few days, or years, I have to struggle 
through. I cannot end with better words, for my 
own behalf, or that of the few friends left now in 
the world, to the satisfaction of Lord Galway's 
truly affectionate cousin, and humble servant. 

I am going to make a visit out of town to sister 
Vaughan.* I cannot look over what I have set 
down, and care not for the task, for I ever find mis- 
takes, wrong words, or missing right ones, takes as 
much time as writing does, and more trouble to my 
eyes. 

^ If this alludes -to original compositions, none remain but a few 
scatteied thoughts on religious subjects, all repeated in her letters ; some 
self-examinations on the Ten Commandments before she received the 
sacrament ; instructions to others on the same subject ; and some notes of 
sermons. 

' Lady Betty Norton, her niece. 

' Lady Vaughan, the wife of John, Lord Vaughan, who succeeded 
Francis, Lord Vaughan, Lady RusselPs first husband, was Anne, daughter 
of the Marquis of Halifax, by Dorothy, the daughter of the first Lord 
Sunderland and Saccarissa. 
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Endorsed by Lady Russell — "To Mr. Norton, 
September, 1713, but what sent altered in many- 
places when written fair." 

Sir, 
1713. The words I have read in your letter to my dear 
niece, dated September 8th, leave no room for me 
to hesitate what I ought to do ; that is, first to ac- 
knowledge the justice of your thoughts, in believ- 
ing I would be what I ought to be ; and I were 
very unworthy of it, if I declined, to the uttermost 
of my abilities, to be of use, in the least or biggest 
occasion for it. The present is one of those the most 
to be lamented ; but, sir, my business is not to speak 
much on the uncomfortable part ; the separation is 
agreed on by you both. My earnest prayer is, and 
will be, that it be not imhappy to either ; and what 
is conceived to be of use to the more easy passing 
of our time on the earth, ought to be chosen and 
submitted to ; and next to consider well, and then 
determine to agree to what is hoped will be to the 
future satisfaction of both, as I sincerely desire it 
may. And now, sir, I entreat you will accept of 
my plain way of expressing my meaning. 

[Here she goes into the details of her niece's for- 
tune and settlements, and what Mr. Norton is to 
allow her.] 

To make a show she never affected at any time of 
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her life, and much less now in her later and unfor- 1713. 
tunate circumstances, ever to be lamented on her 
side. Pomp was never valued by her ; but to want 
necessaries she never yet knew, nor does it enter 
into her mind that you would have her. You, sir, 
know the world too well to doubt but that every 
tongue will be at liberty. I am sure, to such as 
will expostulate the matter with her, her answer 
will be ready, that none should complain that have 
what they asked and all they desired. If this pleases 
you, all may be calmly and quietly settled, and all 
pass in silence : no contributions to the town tattles ; 
and, although in most things it is to be despised, yet 
I exempt those of this nature. My zeal carries me 
too far ; I will have done when I have added this, 
that you will still continue your partiality to, 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

What I have wrote, there is none upon earth 
knows any one word of. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

There is no post-day I do not find myself readily 
disposed to take my pen, and dispose of it as I 
now do ; but there is not one of those days I do not 
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1716. also approve to myself, how mean my ability is to 
entertain, as I desire, such a relation and friend as 
Lord Galway: yet I put my mind at ease soon 
enough as to that trouble, being so certain and sure 
as I am how you receive it. 

I should do better than I can yet attain to do, if I 
could with a more composed mind reflect on the 
good and bad days of a long life, and be thankful 
for so kind a providence as the freedom I have bad 
from bodily pains, which so many better than I 
suffer ; at this age I have attained there are few more 
exempt. 

Selwood * tells me your appearance is very com- 
fortable, and if I get to Hampshire I trust I shall 
see it so. Sure this season is a trial ; for although 
it is a customary thing to complain of seasons, yet 
in my opinion this is an extraordinary one : I have 



^ Thomas Selwood, who edited the first edition of Lady Russell's 
Letters, 4to., 1773, who says in the dedication to John, fourth Duke of 
Bedford, ** These are copies of my Lady Russell's Letters from the 
originals ; all those to Dr. Fitzwilliam were by him returned in one 
packet to her Ladyship, with his desire they might be printed for the 
benefit of the public ; those to the Earl of Galway were preserved by 
his Lordship. One to King William was found in his pocket, and those 
to others are minutes or copies, all of her Ladyship's handwriting. Thou- 
sands that deserved a much better fiite are not to be recovered." 

The original letters have never been found, nor the ^ copies ** mentioned 
by Selwood. It will be seen that, though hb dedication is dated 1748, 
the work was not published until 1773. There is a tradition that the 
copies were lent firom the library, and printed without the permission of 
the fiunily. This volume was published by DiQy of the Poultry, who 
held some land in Southill, and was buried in the parish church, where 
there is a mural tablet. 
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not wanted to observe (except while I enjoyed Lady 1715. 
Betty Norton's * company^ who gave me much of 
her time) that from the first day of March to this 
there hath not been twenty-four hours without much 
rain, snow, or haiL It keeps Lord Devon from 
Newmarket, which he expects would be of use if 
he could get thither. He is put into a coach, aod 
is carried on the stones, but cannot use his feet to 
go ; it is a melancholy sight to see a young man so 
seized, but his patience keeps an equality with his 
trials. A just measure of patience in all one suffers 
(I conclude yourself proves it very notoriously from 
a variety of instances), may it ever be a comfort in 
our best hours ! and then how ravishing the great 
day of the Lord ! the day of recompense ! for such 
we are allowed to call it ! Madame Goveme's bro- 
ther being dead, Madame may dispose of his wealth 
as she thinks good in France, &c. 

April 14,1715. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF OALWAY. 

^but the merciful providence of God it is our 
duty to pray for and trust in ; then it shall be well 
in the end, in this world, or a better. I beseech 

* Daughter of Lord Gainsborough (by Elizabeth, sister to Lady Rus- 
sell), married to Richard Norton, Esq. 
' Beginning lost 
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1716. God to give the consolation of his Holy Spirit to en- 
able you to struggle with bodily pAins : your resig- 
nation I have no doubt of ; yet nature will shrink, 
when the weight is heavy, and presses hard, which 
will not be imputed, because it is natural. 

I also pray to God to fortify your spirit under 
every trial ; till eternity swallows all our troubles, 
all our sorrows, all our disappointments, and all our 
pains in this life. The longest, how short to eter- 
nity ! All these ought to be my own care to im- 
prove my weak self, as the fortitude of your mind, 
. experience, and knowledge, does to you. And I pray 
for such a portion of them in mercy to me as may 
secure an endless glorifying, to so feeble, so igno- 
rant, so mean a creature as myself, that I cannot be 
too little in my own sight. 

If there be a regency the intended journey to 
Chatsworth must be laid aside, as I must my pen for 
want of day. 

I am certain of this being a truth, that I am faith- 
fully and aflfectionately yours. 

May 28, 1716. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Tuesday, September 4, 1716. 

I READ yours, 1st September, with great content, 
the young gentleman is so well. It is to no use to 
murmur that you could not be satisfied with taking 
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the journey ; the rather also because I believe I me. 
should have done the same. It is so fine a season I 
trust your return to Derbyshire will be easy ; your 
mind would not have been such if you had not done 
as you did. I hope the young gentleman will have 
a grateful, as well as pleasing memory of your ten- 
derness. I shall be easy with a line or two from 
Lady Mary/ how you got to Chatsworth : at your 
first coming you will have a great deal to do, and so 
for the short time you can stay. I see no cause to . 
fear but that all will be as we are, quiet ; * but it is 
the temper of most to fear, or seem to do so. The 
season is exceedingly fine, not much burnt up : but 
the farmers, for talk sake, ever wishing for what 
they have not ; but it is good walking, and that is 
my best diversion. I cannot easily add any words to 
make this more a diversion to you than that I thank 
God I havie as much easy health as my years can 
have ; and memory as yet enough to take a pleasure 
when I hear of what I love most, and desire all 
good may be their portion, which will afford con- 
tent, while any thought whatever of good or ill 
remains in the head or heart of your ever affectionate 
mother. 

My kind service to your Lord and children: 

1 Lftdy Mary Cayendish, her eldest daughter, who died asmarried in 
1719. 

^ Meaning politically qniet, of which the rebellion of the year before 
had left doubts. 
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1716. blessings to all. I would Lord Hartington were 
with you. 

To her Grace the Dnchess of Devonshire. 



LORD GRllTBY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Aston, December, 1717. 

Madam, 

Though I believe Lord Duke will acquaint your 
Ladyship with the condition my wife is now in with 
her present disorders, which proceed from a common 
cause that generally attends married women, and 
will, I hope, in due time produce a most dutiful 
great-grandson to your Ladyship, yet I thought I 
ought myself in particular to inform you of it ; and 
should not have neglected doing it till now, but 
that her indispositions have so strictly required my 
attendance that I have hardly had leisure to do any- 
thing else, and my fears for her, lest she should 
do any otherwise than well, so trouble me, that it 
has made me forget to do several things I ought to 
have done, for should any unforeseen accident happen 
to rob me of her (which Heaven forbid !) I could 
not survive such a misfortune, for so many virtues 
and good qualities as I assure your Ladyship I find 
in her, seldom meet in one woman ; and if anything 
could be a recompense for the loss of so good and 
dear a mother (whom she resembles in all her act- 
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ing), it must have been this of finding such a wife ; 1717. 
and I cannot help beKeving that God, who is all 
mercy and full of compassion for those who are 
afflicted, and have suffered so much as I have done 
by the loss of her I so much loved, has, out of his 
infinite goodness, blessed me with this wife to make 
me in some measure amends for the loss I sustained 
when it was his pleasure, to which we must all sub- 
mit, to deprive me, when so young, of my chief 
support, my greatest happiness, and the tenderest 
and best of mothers. 

Your Ladyship will pardon my having made so 
much mention of her, which undoubtedly will be 
a fresh occasion of grief to you by reminding you 
of one we must never see whilst we remain here, 
though I hope we shall all meet hereafter in that 
place which is promised to all those that live in the 
fear of God, and walk in his ways ; but since I 
shall not have the happiness of seeing your Lady- 
ship this year in London, my wife not caring to 
leave Lord Lexington* (who is as good a man as 
lives, and is extremely kind to me, and with whom I 
live as easily and as happily as is possible), it was 
my opinion that I ought to inform your Ladyship 
how happy I have been in my choice of a wife, and 
believing your Ladyship, whom I have ever found so 
good and kind to me upon all occasions, would not 
be displeased to hear of your grandson's happiness, 

' Robert Sutton, second Baron Lexington of Aram, ob. 1723, when 
the title became extinct. 

p 2 
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1717. and that I no way could give your Ladyship so just 
an idea of her, as by comparing her to one whose 
qualifications you were so well acquainted with. My 
wife begs her most humble duty to your Ladyship, 
and joins with me in wishing your Ladyship will 
believe me with the utmost truth, 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most dutiful grandson, 
and obedient humble servant, 

Gran BY. 

I beg my most humble respects to the Duke and 
Duchess of Devonshire, and services to Mr. Charl- 
ton, when your Ladyship next sees him. 



BISHOP OF LITCHFIELD AND COVENTRY* TO 
LADY RUSSELL. 

Madam, 

I should have done myself this honour long since, 
could I have had the vanity to think I knew any- 
thing which would not come to your Ladyship by 
better hands ; but you. Madam, have account of the 
most important matters from persons who cannot be 
deceived ; and, I am sure, you are above the relish 

* John Hough, the good Bishop of Worcester, died March 8, 1743, 
aged aboye ninety-two. 

'* See Hough, superior to a tyrant^s doom. 
Smile at the menace of the slave of Rome." 
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of those common things which supply the news and 1717. 
conversation of the town. 

I cannot^ however, leave this place (which I pur- 
pose to do on Monday next) without presenting my 
most humble respects to your Ladyship, and my 
sincere prayers to Almighty God, for health and 
happiness to yourself and all yours. 

I leave a place which is now pretty empty since 
the royal family went to Hampton Court, where the 
public manner in which the King lives, makes it the 
rendezvous, not only of the ministers and great 
men, but of the people of all ranks and conditions. 
He dines openly and with company every day, 
and the novelty of the sight draws a mighty con- 
course. After so long a reserve we may easily 
imagine how great a constraint he puts upon him- 
self ; but he certainly does a right thing, for by this 
means his face (which speaks nothing but what is 
great and good) will not only be familiar to his 
people, but he will enter into a degree of intimacy 
with the nobility above what could be arrived at in 
the cabinet or drawing-room. Would to God it 
might prove the happy occasion of bringing him and 
the Prince to a better understanding ; for upon that 
depends the establishment of our peace, and we 
have already felt how much the want of it has 
shaken us, but there does not seem to be any ap- 
pearance that way; this still continues to be the 
dark side of our prospect, and were it not that God 
has already carried so many threatening clouds over 
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1717. our ownheadsy one would dread to think how heavy 
this may fall. I am now going to a place where I 
resolve to make as few of these reflections as possi- 
ble, for they are attended with anxiety of thought, 
and raise apprehensions of danger, which, by a 
himdred ways unforeseen by us, Providence may 
please to disappoint ; but I mention them to your 
Ladyship because I know you to be one of those 
very few who can make a right use of them by 
using them as occasion of fervent prayer for the 
public welfare, without suffering them to raise a 
passion or disturb your mind. 

Give me leave, Madam, to wish you all the hap- 
piness your own soul can desire, and to profess my- 
self, as I do with great humility and truth, 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obedient. 
And most faithful servant, 
Jo. Litchfield and Gov. 
July 27, 1717. 

I beg leave to present my most humble service to 
good Lord Galway. My wife's humble duty at- 
tends your Ladyship ; and we are both full of 
acknowledgment for the fine piece of venison you 
were pleased to send us. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

As the fine season continues (for such I esteem a 1718. 
hot one), I slacken in my scribbling : the pure air 
alone abundantly exceeds my tattle under the roof, 
though very well meant to you, whether sent in the 
French or English tongue. But although your 
Lordship spoke as well as you possibly could do of 
my French, if you did it to encourage my use of it 
you will be imder a small disappointment, for I 
intend to keep my credit, and meddle no more, 
unless unthinking, as I really did then, and occasion 
no discord between us. Any partiality for that 
country you have discharged sufficiently long since, 
and the time is come to do the like to this we at 
present live in. That there is a more sure abiding 
one, is the believing Christian's comfort, and to 
attain that grace our daily endeavour, and those that 
seek shall find in due time ; it is a blessing worthy 
of the waiting for (&c.). 

Lady Anne Harvey * writes to me from Bath that 
there was, at one o^clock at night, an earthquake 
which lasted a minute, but thankful she is she was 
asleep ; it was about ten days past. 

I am, my Lord, ever the same. 

June 19. 

* Daughter of Lady Russell^s sister Montague. She was married 
first to Alexander Popham, Esq., and afterwards to Lieat.-Gen. Haryey. 



Digitized by 



Google 



216 . LADY RUSSELL TO 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

1718. When I scribble to Lord Galway, I consider very 
little what I put down, as I am secure, by God's 
grace, never to forfeit your love and esteem ; and, 
till I do that, have no fear I shall lose them; in 
that point my mind is at ease. I exceedingly desire 
your body were so ; but the providences permitted 
by Almighty God can never be hurtful to his faith- 
ful servants, although painful. Alas! what are 
days, months, or years (to his elected), to a happy 
eternity ! In such a thought your soul and heart 
may rejoice, I verily believe ; and so believe, as 
to desire I may find grace, as I believe you will 
do, in the great day when the sentence shall be pro- 
nounced. 

I can truly grieve at the uneasiness in our Court, 
which is all I will say, or can indeed, for them. I 
have inquired from Dr. Sloane how the Prince is 
this day ? He says in a way to do well. I trust, in 
the mercy of our God, all our divisions shall be so 
with time. As I conclude you do not want my 
reports, so I enlarge not upon them ; but take my 
way to Lady Essex,^ where all must be hushed. 
She is a good woman, yet not without a but ; and 
where is her that is not ? Let every one look into 

I Widow of Arthur, Earl of Essex : her daughter married the Earl of 
Carlisle. 
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his own heart, I like to scribble longer, but want 1718. 
of daylight at home, and disappointment abroad, 
make it convenient to sign, as I most sincerely do, 
affectionate to your service in every respect. 

December 12. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

It is to divert my own thoughts rather than yours 
I take a pen, for, as to reports, or rather unpleasing 
truths, I let them pass. The King and the good 
Princess met as she was going, or coming back, 
from her dying child. Her conduct I hear none 
condemn; but who is there that never was faulty? 
or takes not a wrong step ? My very long acquaint- 
ance. Lady Essex, is no longer in this world, but 
not to be lamented in relation to herself, being 
certainly sincerely devout, in those points we ought 
to make our biggest care. She has done, I believe, 
prudently for her daughter, as circumstances stand. 
There is nothing delays Miss Hoskins changing her 
name, biit the Act of Parliament, which now is 
thought necessary in all cases almost.^ 

> The fourth year of Geo. I. an Act for settling the estates of the 
Most Noble William, Duke of Devonshire, and William Cayendish, 
commonly called Marquis of Hartington, son and heir apparent of the 
said Duke, on the marriage of the said Marquis of Hartington, with 
Catherine Hoskins, spinster, only child of John Hoskins, Esq., deceased. 
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1718. Evening is creeping upon me, by a grandchild, 
who was willing to take her dinner with me, her 
sister having taken physic, and she not loving a 
boiled chicken. To-morrow your health will not 
be omitted, daughter Devon and Mr. Charlton being 
to dine here; as I hope to do with yourself at 
Rookley, and also at Old Straton, where you will 
be kindly welcome, as I am entirely assured I shall 
be at your Rookley. God, for the good you do to 
mankind, grant you some easy years, to do good 
upon earth, before you change for a happy eter- 
nity. So does desire and pray. Lord Gralway's 
truly, affectionate cousin, and faithfully such, to 
gratify to the utmost of her ability. 
Febmaiy 13. 



Thus deservedly enjoying the respect and honour 
due to the experience and the wisdom of length of 
days, she kept her mind free from its prejudices, 
peculiarities, and selfishness, by still maintaining 
over her feelings the same rigorous self-examination 
to which she had ever accustomed herself. 

In an unfinished paper, the writing of which 
denotes the trembling hand of extreme old age, and 
the contents of which seem notes intended to have 
been thrown more directly into the form of prayer; 
she takes a sort of review of her life in a supplica- 
tion to Heaven, for pardon on the transgressions 
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she recapitulates.* They are such, as prove her ^^23. 
inquisition to have been ever directed, not to the 
forms, but to the feelings of Christian piety ; not 
to outward appearances, but to the inward heart 
and disposition. Christianity she thought *^ not 
distinguished by outward fashions, or by the pro- 
fessing a body of notions differing from others in 
the world, but by the renewing of our minds by 
peaceableness, charity, and heavenly love." 

The balance between the world's opinion and her 
character, she knew had been long struck, and was 
greatly in her favour; but that between her own 
conscience and Heaven, she here enters into with a 
scrupulous exactness which may assure us, she had 
not weightier matters to bring forward in the 
account. 

" Vanity cleaves to me, I fear, O Lord ! in all I 
say, in all I do. In all I suffer, proud, not endur- 
ing to slights or neglects, subject to envy the good 
parts of others, even as to worldly gifts. Failing in 
my duty to my superiors ; apt to be soon angry 
with, and without cause too often ; and by it may 
have grieved those that desired to please me, or 
provoked others to sin by my rash anger. Not 
ready to ovm any advantage I may have received by 
good advice or example. Not well satisfied if I 
have not all the respect I expected, even from my 

> DeyoDshiie MSS. The manuscript is a fragment, — a mere rougli draft, 
with so many erasures, and so many words repeated and omitted, as to 
have made the transcription difficult, and the meaning sometimes obscure. 
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1723. superiors. Such has been the pride of my naughty 
hearty I fear, and also neglect in my performances 
due to my superiors, children, friends, or servants — 
I heartily lament my sin. But, alas ! in my most 
dear husband's troubles, seeking help from man, but 
finding none. His life was taken away, and so 
sorely was my spirit wounded, even without pros- 
pect of future comfort or consolation — the more 
faulty in me, having three dear children to perform 
my duty to, vrith thankfulness for such a blessing 
left me, imder so heavy a dispensation as I felt the 
loss of him to be. But, alas ! how feeble did I find 
myself both then, and also poorly prepared to bear 
the loss of my dear child and only son, in 1711. 

" If I carry my sorrow to the grave, O Lord, in 
much mercy let it not be imputed as sin in me! His 
death was a piercing sorrow to me, yet Thou hast 
supported me. Lord! even in a very old age, and 
freer from bodily pains and sickness than most feel 
— I desire thankfully to recollect. 

'* Alas! from my childhood I can recollect a back- 
wardness to pray, and coldness when I did, and 
ready to take or seek cause to be absent at the pub- 
lic ones. Even after a sharp sickness and danger at 
Chelsea, spending my time childishly, if not idly ; 
and if I had read a few lines in a pious book, con- 
tented I had done well. Yet, at the same time, 
ready to give ear to reports, and possibly malicious 
ones, and telling my mother-in-law, to please her. 
At seventeen years of age was married ; continued 
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too often being absent at the public prayers, taking 1723. 
very slight causes to be so, liking too well the es- 
teemed diversions of the town, as the Park, visiting 
plays, &c., trifling away my precious time. At our 
return to London, I can recollect that I would 
choose upon a Sunday to go to church at Lord B.'s 
where the sermon would be short, a great dinner, 
and after, worldly talk; when at my father's, the 
sermon longer, and discourse more edifying. And 
too much after the same way, I much fear, at my 
several returns to Wales and England. In the year 
1665, was brought to bed of my first child; with 
him too indulging, I fear, to get strength soon, 
and spend my time as before, much with my loved 
sisters ; I doubt not heedful, or not enough so, my 
servants went to church, if I did, or did not go 
myself. 

" Some time after in London, and then with my 
father's wife at Tunbridge, and after with her at 
Bath, gave too much of my time to carelessly 
indulging in idleness. At Bath too well contented 
to follow the common way of passing the time in 
diversion, and thinking but little what was serious : 
considering more health of body than that of my 
soul. Forgive my heaviness and sloth in spirituals, 
for Christ Jesus' sake. 

" After this, I must still accuse myseK that some- 
times in Wales, and other times in England, my 
care in good has not suited to my duty, not with 
the active and devout heart and mind I should in 
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1723. the evening have praised Thee, my God, for the 
mercies of the past day, and recollected my evil 
doings, or omissions of doing good in my power. 
Not in the morning carefully fixing my will and 
purpose to pass the day pleasing in thy sight, and 
giving good example to man, particularly such as 
under my care; more especially after my second 
marriage, forgetting by whose blessing I was so 
happy, consuming too much time with him."^ 

Lady Russell had attained the age of eighty- 
six before she was summoned to pay the debt of 
nature. Of her last illness we know little. Her 
only remaining child, the Duchess of Devon- 
shire, received at Chatsworth an account of her mo- 
ther's seizure, and immediately returned to her in 
London. A letter from the Duchess of Devon- 
shire's daughter. Lady Rachael Morgan,* to her 
brother. Lord James Cavendish, from Chatsworth, 
tells us — "The bad account we have received of 
grandmamma Russell, has put us into great dis- 
order and hurry. Mamma has left us, and gone to 
London." * # ♦ * 

* * * * "I believe she has 

stopped the letters on the road, for none have come 
here to-day, so that we are still in suspense. The 
last post brought us so bad an account, that we 
have reason to fear the worst. I should be very 

' The end wanting. 

* Lady Rachel Cayendish, married to Sir William Morgan, of Trede- 
gar, in Monmouthshire, K. B. 
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glad that mamma should get to town time enough 1723, 
to see her, because it might be some satisfaction to 
both, and I hear grandmamma asked for her/'* 

This letter is dated the ^th September, and 
Lady Russell expired on Sunday the 29th.* Her 

* Devonahire MSS.* 

' In the Weekly Jonmal, or Britisli Gazetteer, October 5thy 1723, 
her death ib thus recorded : — ** The Right Honourable the Lady Russell, 
relict of Lord Russell, died on Sunday morning last, at five o^dock, at 
Southampton House, aged eighty-six, and her corpse is to be carried to 
Chenies, in Buckinghamshire, to be interred with that of her lord." The 
London Journal of the following week, Saturday, October 12, 1723, 
mentions that ^ On Tuesday morning last the corpse of the Lady Russell 
was carried from her house in Bloomsbury Square to its interment at 
Chenies, in Buckinghamshire." This is all the notice of Lady Russell^s 
death by the newspapers of the day. In these more inquisitive times, 
every particular of the illness, death, interment, and testamentary dis- 
positions of so distinguished a person, would have been detailed in a 
dozen daily papers, and repeated and amplified in as many magazines 
and monthly publications. In the present instance it is to be regretted 
that their scanty information is not supplied by any letters or femily 
remembrances. 

The following lines on the death of Lady RusseU, were printed in one 
of the journals of the day: — 

'' Russell, the chaste, has left this earthly stage, 
A bright example to a brittle age. 
She prov'd a relict worthy of her Lord — 
He fell a martyr to his holy faith. 
And she preserved her maiden love till death ; 
No arts her soul to second vows inclined. 
No storm could frighten his unshaken mind ; 
Unmov'd, they both to their engagements stood. 
Though dangers threatened, and the pleasures wooM ; 
Proof against all, inseparably good." 

WeeMjf Journal, Oct. 5, 1723. 
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death, therefore, was not according to the euthanasia 
of the poet — 

** Iiutant, and without a groan; ^ 

but it was certainly not preceded by long suffer- 
ings ; and if ever any mortal, in dying, might hope to 

** Wake to laptnre in a life to come,** 

it was the pure spirit, warm heart, and tried virtues 
of Lady Russell. 

Lady Rachel Russell's will, with two codicils, was 
proved on the 1st of November, 1721, by her execu- 
tors, William, Duke of Devonshire, and Richard 
Vaughan, Esq. It contains liberal provisions for 
her domestics ; a donation to the Charity School for 
** teaching poor children to read, &c., in the Parish 
of St. Giles-in-the-Fields ;" and One Hundred 
Pounds ** to the poor French Protestant Refugees 
in this kingdom ; and, lastly, " I desire to be interred 
at Chines, in the county of Buckingham, without 
escutcheons or funeral pomp, further than decency 
may require." In compliance with this wish, her 
Ladyship's remains were deposited in the Russell 
Chapel, at Chenies, in Buckinghamshire. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ENGBAVINGS, 



PORTRAIT OF LADY RACHEL RUSSELL, 

From a minature by Boit, in the possession of Earl Spen- 
ser, KG. 

Boit " was well known for his portraits, in enamel, in which 
manner he has never been surpassed but by his predecessor, 
Petitot, and his successor, Zincke 

" Boit died suddenly, at Paris, about Christmas 1726. 

*' At Bedford House is a very large print of the Duke's 
father and mother." *— H. Walpole. 



BEDFORD HOUSE, 



From the original picture in possession of the Duke of 
Bedford, painted by A. P. Rysbraeck ; an artist of Dutch 
extraction, bom in Paris, 1690 ; died in London, 1748. 

Bedford House was pulled down in the year 1800 ; it was 
originally called Southampton House, built, it is said, from 
the designs of Inigo Jones. It had formerly been the re- 
sidence of Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, whose daughter 
and heiress. Lady Rachel, inherited this with other property. 

The name was changed to Bedford House about the year 
1732. 

> Wriotliesley, second Duke of Bedford, E.G., and Elizabeth his 
wife, daughter and sole heiress to John Howland, of Streatham, Esq. 
The miniature is in the possession of the present Duke of Bedford. 

VOL. II. Q 
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DESCRIPTION OF ENGRAVINGS. 



The annexed ground-plan shows the site of the house and 
its gardens. Beyond them, and between them, and a field on 
which the south division of Euston Square is now formed, 
called, it is beheved, South Murrells, belonging to Lord 
Southampton, lay the open ground the Long Fields, which 
belonged to the Dukes of Bedford. The Fields, as well as the 
site of Bedford House and its gardens, are now occupied by 
the following streets and squares, namely : — 



Bloomsbury Square, North 

side. 
Bedford Place, 
Montague Street, 
Montague Race, 
Keppell Street, 
Southampton Row, West 

side, 
Russell Square, 
Upper Montagu Street, 
Upper Bedford Place, 
Wobum Place, 
Torrington Square, 
Byng Place, 



Torrington Street, 
Torrington Place, 
Wobum Square, 
Gordon Square, 
Tavistock Square, 
Upper Wobum Place, 
Endsleigh Street, 
Taviton Street, 
Gordon Street, and parts of 
Great and Little Coram 

Streets, and 
Tavistock Place, North and 

South. 



LORD WUiLLAM RUSSELL, 

From an ancient miniature in the possession of the Duke 
of Bedford, lately discovered, and is believed not only to be 
an original and contemporary portrait, but the best likeness 
hitherto known. 
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WOBURN ABBEY. 

The vignette is engraved from the back ground of a large 
portrait of an ancestor of a gentleman "who resided near 
the Abbey, and is now in the possession of his descendant* 
About what period it was painted, the possessor is unable 
to say, but it bears evidence of being some time in the middle 
of last century. It is believed to be a pretty accurate repre- 
sentation of the Abbey at the period when Lady Rachel re- 
sided there, and from whence so many of her letters are 
dated. 

Great alterations were made by the fourth Duke of Bed- 
ford, imder the superintendence of Henry Plitcroft, architect, 
who held several offices under the Crown. He built St. 
Giles's Church in 1730, Wimpole Chiuxih in 1749, and made 
several alterations to Carleton House in 1732. He died in 
1774 ; Walpole gives the following account of him : — 

" Henry Flitcrofb was an artist much employed about this 
period (George ni.). He built the church of St. Giles-in-the- 
Fields, the steeple of which too much resembled that of St. 
Martin. His, too, was the church of St. Olave, Southwark, 
reckoned the best of the new erections ; but the tower was 
not finished, from the deficiency of the allotted fund. Flit- 
crofb is buried in the churchyard at Teddington ; and against 
the church is a small tablet, with a Latin inscription, which 
may be read from the road." 
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pamphlets upon, note, i. 232. 

Delamere, Lord, note, i. 175 ; ac- 
quittal, 176. 

Benliam, Lady, i. 55. 

Devonshire, William,fir8t Duke of, i. 58. 

, Lady, carried in state, i. 22. 

Drayton, Manor House, ii. 123. 

Duras, Lord, i. 20. 

Dyckrelt, M., Dutch ambassador, dis- 
course with Lady Russell, i. 204; 
character of, i. 212; audience of the 
King, i. 216. 

Elboeuf, Charles, Due de, i. 9. 
EUis, Sir William, i. 49. 
Essex, Earl of, i. 51, 56. 

, Countess of, i. 276; ii. 216. 

Exclusion Bill, i. 49. 
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Hogue, La, Battle of, ii. 97. 
Honsberdick, seat of King William, 
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Homeck, Dr., ii. 19,21,25. 
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i. 136. 
Hoskins, Miss, afterwards Duchess of 

Devonshire, ii.217. 
Howard, Hon. Craven, i. 9. 

, Lord of Escrick, i. 9» 

Huntingtower, Lord, i. 16. 

James, King, recalls the troops from 
Holland, i. 234; invasion of Ire- 
land, 281. 

Jeffireys, Lord, refusal to seal the brief 
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ants, i. 181; conduct relating to, 
187. 

Jekyl, Thomas, D.D., I 283. 

Jenkins, Sir Leoliue, i. 63. 

Inchiquin, Lady, i. 54. 
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ping, i. 32. 

Johnson, Julian, ii. 14, nofe; 25, 28, 
29, note. 
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Knight, Sir John, i. 63, 64. 
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Lauderdale, Duke of, i. 57. 
Leicester, Philip, Earl of, i. 60. 
Lexington, Lord, ii. 211. 
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Lower, Dr., i. 18; note,i, 153. 
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Bedford, note, i. 129. 
Mazarin, Duchesse de, i. 17. 
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Monmouth, Duke of, i. 13, 58; re- 
bellion, nofe, 166; letter to Duke of 
Albemarle, note, 156. 

Montagu, Ralph, afterwards Duke of 
Montagu, i. 42. 

Montague, William, i. 20. 

Montague House, destroyed by fire, i. 
180. 

Mulgraye, John Sheffield, Earl of, L 
13. 

Nantes, revocation of the edict of, 

sufferers by, i. 169. 171. 
Noel, Lady Elizabeth, i. 31, 122. 
North, Sir Francis, i. 64. 
Northumberland, Elizabeth, Lady, i. 

10. 
• — , Dowager, Countess of, 

i. 13. 
Nottingham, Earl of, his scruples on 

the oath of allegiance, ii. 1 1. 

Oath of Allegiance, remarks on, i. 

286; ii. 10. 
Ogle, Mrs., i. 9. 

Orange, Mary, Princess of, i. 13, 53. 
Ormond, Earl of, letter to the Earl of 

Bedford, note^ i. 157. 
Ossory, Thomas, Earl of, i. 40. 
Oxford, Aubrey de Vere, Earl of, i. 

236. 

Passive obedience, no^ii. 24; Lord 

Russell's opinion on, 49. 
Patrick, Dr., sermon, note, i. 125. 
Peerages, new creations, i. 280. 
Pembroke, Philip, seventh Earl o£, i. 63. 
Peterborough, Earl of, note, i. 220. 
Plot, new, great talk of, i. 60. 
Pollexfen,SirH.,i. 274. 
Popish plot, i. 39. 
Portraits and vignettes, description of, 

ii. 225. 



Portsmouth, Duchess of^ i. 24. 
Prentices' plot, i. 56. 
Pnlteney, Lady, i. 25. 

Queen, the; her sorrow at the aocusa- 
tionof Oatea,i. 39, 

Radnor, Robartes, Earl of, i. 61. 
Rainsford, Sir Richard, 1. 20. 
Ranelagh, Lady, ii. 57. 
Reresby, Sir John, on Lord RusGell's 

motion on the state of the nation, i. 

37. 
Revolution, letter relating to the events 

of November, L 261. 
Rochester, John Wilmot, Earl of, i. 

62. 
, Laurence Hyde, Earl o^ i. 



40. 

Roos, Lady de, her marriage, ii. 113. 

Roye, Countess de, note, i. 177. 

Rumsey, note, i. 175. 

Russell, Lady, duties towards a chap- 
lain, i. 144. 

Lady, death, ii. 223; extract 

from her will, 224; lines on her 
death, 223; &c-simile of her hand- 
writing, ii. 72. 

, Lady Diana, i. 7. 

, Lady Margaret, L 27. 

, Lord Robert, ii. 163. 



, "Vyilliam Lord, motion on the 

state of the nation, i. 37. 
Rutland, Duchess of, death, ii. 192. 
Ruvigny, M. de, i. 18. 
-, M., Lady Rachel's cousin, 

deathof,i. 163, 172. 
Ryswick, peace of^ ii. 145. 

Saarsfield, Patrick, Earl of Lucan, ii. 

34. 
Sandwich, Elizabeth Wilmot, Countess 

of, i. 9. 
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SaviUe, Harry, I 18. 

Scarborough, Sir Charles, i. 65. 

, Richard, Earl of, il 33. 

Schomberg, Duke of, i. 177; ii. 32. 

Selwood, Thomas, note^ ii. 206. 

Shaftesbury, Margaret Spenser, Coun- 
tess of, i. 21. 

Shepherd, Mr., i. 33. 

Sherard, Mr., ii. 154. 

Shrewsbury, Duke of, L 55. 

, Countess of, L 6. 

Sidney, Hon. Henry, i. 1. 

Sloane, Sir Hans, ii. 185. 

Southampton, Frances, Countess o^ 
i. 25. 

Southwell, Sir Robert, ii. 39. 

Spencer, Hon. Robert, i. 10, 34. 

Stamford, Heury, first Earl of, i. 16. 

Storm of 1703, iLl72. 

Stukeley, Lady, i. 28. 

Suffolk, Theophilus Howard, Earl of, 
i. 15. 

Sunderland, Anne, Countess of, i. 40. 

Talmash, General, note, i. 185. 

Test and Penal Laws, repeal of, Fagel's 

and other pamphlets upon, i. 237. 
Thornton, John, note, i. 174. 
Thynne, Mr., murder of, i 51, 59. 



Tillotson, his scruples as to the see of 

Canterbury, ii. 16, 46, 52. 
Tiviot, Viscount, note, i. 231 . 
Torrington, Arthur Herbert, Earl of, 

character of, note, i. 220 ; ii. 39, 41 . 
Totteridge, residence, temporary^ of 

Lady Russell, i. 140. 
Trelawney, Bishop of Exeter, ii. 1B7. 
Turner, Bishop of Ely, character of, i. 

166,283; ii. 69. 
Tyrconnel, Earl of, note,u 178. 

Vernon, Sir Henry, i. 18. 
, Sir Thomas, death, i. 149. 

Waldegrave, Lord, note, i. 178. 
Walker, George, note, ii. 15. 
Wharton, Earl o^ i. 9. 
Williamson, Sir Joseph, L 41 ; so^v 

iL145. 
Winchester, Morley, Bishop of, death, 

nofe, i.l4l, 142. 

, Marchioness of, L 47. 

Wingate, Sir Francis, ii. 59. 
Winniogton, Sir Francis, L 20. 
Wriothesley, Lady Elizabeth, i. 5. 

York, Duke of (James II.), i* fi, 
12. 



THE END. 
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